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Asian Zone (AFC)  
Round 1 12 

Round 2 152 

Round 3 60 

Round 4 2 

Intercontinental Play-off 1 

  

Total Asian Zone 227 
 

African Zone (CAF)  
Round 1 26 

Round 2 40 

Round 3 60 

  

Total African Zone  126 
 

North, Central American and Caribbean Zone (CONCACAF) 
Round 1 14 

Round 2 20 

Round 3 12 

Round 4 36 

Round 5 30 

Intercontinental Play-off 1 

  

Total North, Central American and Caribbean 
Zone  

113 

  

South-American Zone (CONMEBOL)  
Round 1 90 

Intercontinental Play-off 1 

  

Total South-American Zone   91 
 

Oceanian Zone (OFC)  
Round 1 6 

Round 2 15 

Round 3 14 

Intercontinental Play-off 1 

  

Total Oceanian Zone    36 
 

European Zone (UEFA)  
Round 1 270 

Round 2 8 

  

Total European Zone  278 
  

Total number of matches  871 
 



http://reportmanager.fifa.org/ReportServer?%2FE-Directory%2FAssociations&FIFACNTRY_CDE=BRU&rs%3AParameterLanguage=
http://reportmanager.fifa.org/ReportServer?%2FE-Directory%2FAssociations&FIFACNTRY_CDE=LAO&rs%3AParameterLanguage=
http://reportmanager.fifa.org/ReportServer?%2FE-Directory%2FAssociations&FIFACNTRY_CDE=PHI&rs%3AParameterLanguage=
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http://resources.fifa.com/mm/document/tournament/competition/02/84/35/19/regulationsfwc2018en_neutral.pdf






 (Status: 28.06.2011) 

Good to know 

  
The 208 teams that enrolled for the preliminary competition for the 2018 FIFA World Cup 
Russia™ set another new participation record, topping the 203 teams that enrolled four years 
ago.  

  
The only teams not to enrol in the preliminary competition for the 2018 FIFA World Cup™ 
were Russia who qualified automatically as hosts, and the suspended/expelled teams of 
Indonesia and Zimbabwe. 

  
The first time more than 100 teams registered was over 30 years ago when 103 teams set out 
to try and win one of the 24 places up for grabs at the 1982 FIFA World Cup Spain™.  

  
The 871 matches played in this preliminary competition took the all-time total number of 
qualifying matches way past the 7,000 mark to 7,319 matches.  

  
278 Russia 2018 preliminary matches (almost one-third of the overall total) were between 
UEFA teams. 

  
The number of matches that a finalist has to play to qualify for Russia 2018 depends on the 
format and the size of the qualifying groups, which are determined by the respective 
confederations and FIFA. 

  
The 2018 FIFA World Cup™ preliminary competition began on 12 March 2015, with six teams 
playing in the Asian preliminary round.  

  
The FIFA World Cup™ preliminary competition is certainly a crowd-puller. Over 18 million fans 
flocked to the stadiums for the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia™ qualifiers – an average of more 
than 20,000 per game. 

  
Prior to 2002, both the hosts and the defending champions qualified automatically. After 
2002, only the hosts qualified automatically. 1934 FIFA World Cup™ hosts Italy were the only 
exception, as they had to negotiate a play-off against Greece. 

  
On 11 June 1933 Sweden and Estonia contested the very first qualifying match, won by 
Sweden 6-2, the first goal scored by Sweden’s Knut Kroon. 

  
The Republic of Ireland, Luxembourg and Portugal are the only teams to have played in all 20 
FIFA World Cup™ preliminary competitions to date.  

  

Five-time world champions Brazil are the only team to have played in every final competition, 
but they have only played in 12 preliminary competitions. There were no CONMEBOL 
qualifying competitions before World War II and the Seleção qualified automatically as hosts in 
1950 and 2014 and as defending champions in 1962, 1966, 1974 and 1998. Germany have 
qualified five times without playing (hosts in1974 and 2006, defending champions in 1958, 
1978 and 1994). 

  
The most successful team in the history of the preliminary competition is Germany, who have 
lost only two of 94 matches (both at home, to Portugal in 1985 and to England in 2001). The 
Germans boast an average of 2.55 points and 3.10 goals per game. 



Good to know 

  
In the last 28 years (covering Italy 1990 to Russia 2018), five associations have always qualified 
for every final competition: Argentina, Brazil, Germany, Korea Republic, and Spain. However, 
only Spain played in all of those preliminary competitions. 

  
Mexico have played the most FIFA World Cup™ qualifying matches (175), three more than 
Costa Rica (172). In all, 61 associations have played at least 100 qualifying matches. 

  
Yemen and South Sudan have played a mere two matches in their qualifying history and have 
yet to win their first game – a record they share with 12 other teams who boast more 
experience. 

  
Overall, 21,260 goals have been scored in 7,319 matches since 1933, an average of close to 
2.9 per game. 

  

The most prolific goalscorer in the history of the FIFA World Cup™ preliminary competition is 
Guatemala’s Carlos Ruiz with 39 goals in 47 appearances. The other leading marksmen by 
confederation) are: Ali Daei (IRN, 35), Cristiano Ronaldo (POR, 30), Lionel Messi (ARG) and Luis 
Suàrez (URU) both 21, Vaughan Coveny (NZL, 19) and Didier Drogba (CIV), Samuel Eto’o 
(CMR) and Moumouni Dagano (BFA) all 18. 

  
Ecuadorian defender Ivãn Hurtado played in an incredible 73 qualifying games for his national 
team, the first one in July 1993 and the most recent one more than 16 years later in October 
2009. 

  

The only seven players to appear in six different preliminary competitions are Dwight Yorke and 
Russell Latapy (TRI, 1990-2010), Victor Mendieta (PAN, 1982-2002), Pat Jennings (NIR, 1966-
1986), Essam El Hadary (EGY 1998-2018), Patrick Modeste (GRN 1998-2018), and Gianluigi 
Buffon (ITA 1998-2018). All except Mendieta, Modeste and El Hadary also appeared in a final 
competition, but Buffon is the only one of these seven to have won the World Cup title (2006). 
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Only 15 of the 16 teams that had qualified from an original entry of 36 arrived in France for what was to be the last World 
Cup for 12 years. Austria had disappeared as a political entity after qualifying and the country’s place in the finals was 
offered to England, who having already declined to enter the qualifiers also rejected this invitation. 

The Draw in the famous Salon d'Horloge of the Ministère des Affaires étrangères was made by the grandson of the French 
President of FIFA, Jules Rimet, in Paris, with Sweden receiving a bye and Germany (who had co-opted several of the Austrian 
stars), France, Italy, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Cuba and sole South American representatives Brazil being seeded.  

 

The inaugural World Cup had been so successful that the entries for the second were rather more encouraging, with 32 
teams wanting to play in Italy. Therefore, even the hosts, Italy, had to qualify – which they did without too much difficulty 
against Greece.  

The Draw at the Ambasciatori Hotel in Rome was again made just before the tournament began. This time, the first round 
was to be a knockout stage, which meant half of the teams would go home after only one game. The USA, who had 
submitted their entry after the official deadline, were forced to contest a play-off against Central American qualifiers Mexico 
before going into the first round ... and a 7-1 defeat by Italy.  

 

The organisation of the first World Cup looked rather different from today’s – no qualifying competition, teams playing by 
invitation, three weeks of sea voyage for the four European sides ... and a Final Draw which was not made until the teams 
and FIFA arrived in Uruguay — a mere three days before the opening matches. 

The original plan had been to hold the event on a traditional knock-out basis, but when only 13 teams turned up, first-round 
groups were formed with the top team in each group going through to the semi-finals. 
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