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INTRODUCTION

According to the Regulations Governing the Application of the Statutes (RGAS), a request 
for eligibility or change of association must be submitted to the Players’ Status Committee 
(PSC):

• For players that have acquired a new nationality and moved to the relevant territory 
between the age of 10 and 18 (art. 7 par. 2 of the RGAS);

• For stateless individuals (art. 8 par. 2 of the RGAS);

• For players that wish to change association after having already participated in an 
official competition at any level in any kind of football for another association (art. 
9 par. 2 of the RGAS); and

• For players that were previously granted a change of association and that wish to 
change back to their former association (art. 9 par. 6 of the RGAS).

Against this background, the guide outlines:

(i) the administrative process applicable to these requests; and

(ii) the relevant documents to be submitted, subject to the type of application.

While the FIFA general secretariat is responsible for managing the case file, only the PSC 
is competent to render a decision based on the specific circumstances of each application. 
Therefore, the guide is meant merely to support the administrative process of the requests.



PROCESS
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PROCESS

1. Submission of a request by the new association   

After having gathered all the mandatory documents from the player, the new association 
will be responsible for submitting, on behalf of the player, the request to the Players’ 
Status Committee (cf. art. 7 par. 2 or art. 8 par. 2 of the Regulations Governing the 
Application of the Statutes (September 2020 edition, the RGAS) for eligibility requests 
and art. 9 pars 4 or 5 of the RGAS for change of association requests

The request must be sent to the email address psdfifa@fifa.org 

i. state the relevant provision used as the basis for the request; and

ii. contain all the necessary documents to support the request and/or 
corroborate that the circumstances of the exception invoked are met.

For the sake of completeness, it is to be noted that a player who has filed a request for 
a change of association is not eligible to participate for any representative team until 
the request has been decided upon (art. 9 par. 7 of the RGAS).

2. Review by the FIFA general secretariat 

Upon receipt by the FIFA general secretariat, the request is assigned to a case handler 
who will be responsible for reviewing the information and the documentation 
submitted. 

During the review, the FIFA general secretariat may request additional information and/
or documentation in order to supplement the initial request. The association must then 
submit its response, along with the requested information and/or documentation by 
email at its earliest convenience.

Once the review is complete, the FIFA general secretariat makes a proposal which is 
submitted to the member(s) of the Players’ Status Committee for decision. It should be 
noted that the proposal made by the FIFA general secretariat to the member(s) of the 
Players’ Status Committee is merely a (non-binding) recommendation.

3. Decision by the Players’ Status Committee  

Upon receipt of the request, one or more members of the Players’ Status Committee 
analyse the case and inform the FIFA general secretariat of their decision. 
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4. Terms of the decision of the Players’ Status Committee

Once the FIFA general secretariat has been informed of the decision of the member(s) 
of the Players’ Status Committee, the terms of the decision will be legally notified to 
the association(s) concerned by email. 

The terms of the decision will state whether the request is “accepted”, “rejected” or 
“not admissible”.

If the request is accepted, the player will be permitted to play for their new association 
with immediate effect. 

It should, however, be noted that, in case of a change of association, the player is 
not permitted to play for their new association in any competition in which they have 
already played for their previous association (art. 9 par. 3 of the RGAS).

5. Grounds of the decision of the Players’ Status Committee

The association(s) concerned has/have ten days from the date of notification of the 
terms of the decision to request the grounds of the decision. Failure to do so will result 
in the decision becoming final and binding. 

If an association requests the grounds of the decision, the motivated decision will be 
notified to the association(s) in full, written form by email.

6. Appeal to the Court of Arbitration for Sport

According to art. 58 par. 1 of the FIFA Statutes (September 2020 edition), the decision 
of the Players’ Status Committee may be appealed before the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport (CAS) within 21 days of the notification of the grounds of the decision.



DOCUMENTS  
REQUIRED
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Formal request from the new association, duly indicating the legal basis 
invoked in support of its request.

Statement from the player (co-signed by their parent(s) or legal guardian if 
the player is a minor) confirming their will to be eligible to play for the new 
association.

For requests for a change of association, the statement must specify that 
the player understands that a request for a change of association can only 
be made once (cf. art. 9 par. 1 of the Regulations Governing the Application 
of the Statutes (September 2020 edition)

GENERAL DOCUMENTS REQUIRED FOR ALL TYPES OF REQUEST
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Article 7 paragraph 1 d) ii) of the RGAS

Cumulative requirements Example of documentary evidence

The player holds the nationality of 
the country of the new association.

Copy of the player’s valid passport (issued by the authorities of the country 
of the new association), duly indicating the player’s nationality and the 
period of validity of the passport.

The player acquired the national-
ity of the country of the new as-
sociation over the course of their 
life.

Copy of the player’s valid passport (issued by the authorities of the country 
of the new association), duly indicating the player’s nationality and the 
period of validity of the passport.

and/or

Statement from the competent government authority and/or citizenship 
certificate, duly indicating the exact date on which the player acquired the 
nationality of the country of the new association.

The player never participated in a 
match in an official competition at 
any level in any kind of football 
for another member association.

Official document, issued by the association(s) for which the player would 
currently be eligible to play on the basis of their nationality, confirming 
that the player was never fielded in a match in an official competition at 
any level in any kind of football for said association(s)*.

The player moved between the 
age of 10 and 18 to the territory of 
the relevant association.

Passport stamps, visas, flight tickets, official documentation from a compe-
tent government authority, residence certificate, etc.

Note: the documentation must clearly indicate the date on which the move occurred.

The player has lived on the territory 
of the relevant association for at 
least five years.

Official documentation issued by the competent government authority in-
dicating for how long and/or since when the player has lived on the territo-
ry of the relevant association, residence certificates, player’s school records 
duly issued by the relevant academic institution, etc.

Note: the documentation must clearly demonstrate that the player has lived on the 
territory of the relevant association for at least five years.

The player’s move to the territory 
of the relevant association was not 
for the purpose of participating 
for its representative team.

Statement from the player and/or their parent(s) explaining the reason(s) 
for the move, supported by documentary evidence, such as:

- employment contracts or employment certificates (if the move oc-
curred for professional reasons);

- school certificates indicating the date of the player’s enrolment (if the 
move occurred for educational reasons);

- proof of residence of relatives (if applicable) living in the country to 
which the player’s parents moved (if the move occurred for family reun-
ion or if the player’s parents returned to their country of origin);

- official document indicating their status as a refugee or protected 
person in the new country or relevant decision granting such status (if 
the move occurred for humanitarian reasons).

Note: The above-mentioned list is not exhaustive and is merely a guideline for the 
type of reasons that have been invoked in requests submitted to the Players’ Status 
Committee in the past.

SPECIFIC DOCUMENTS REQUIRED

* In cases involving refugee players, the FIFA general secretariat and FIFA’s Players’ Status Committee understand that such document may be difficult 
to obtain by the relevant association without disclosing the whereabouts of the player. In such situations and upon request, the FIFA general secreta-
riat will contact the player’s former association directly in order to obtain such document without disclosing the player’s whereabouts.  
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Article 8 of the RGAS

Cumulative requirements Example of documentary evidence

The player does not hold any na-
tionality.

Copy of the player’s proof of identity, residence permit or legitimation card.
Proof of the stateless status of the player.

Due to the national law of the 
country of their domicile, the play-
er will never be granted the na-
tionality of such country.

Copy of the relevant law and/or official confirmation from the competent govern-
ment authority.

Note: the documentation must clearly demonstrate that due to the national law of the coun-
try of their domicile, the player will never be granted the nationality of that country.

The player has lived on the territo-
ry of the relevant association for 
at least five years.

Official documentation issued by the competent government authority, indicating 
for how long and/or since when the player has lived on the territory of the relevant 
association, residence certificates, player’s school records duly issued by the rele-
vant academic institution, etc.

Note: the documentation must clearly demonstrate that the player has lived on the territory 
of the relevant association for at least five years.

The player’s move to the territory 
of the relevant association was 
not for the purpose of participat-
ing for its representative team.

Statement from the player and/or their parents explaining the reason(s) for the 
move, supported by documentary evidence, such as:

- employment contracts or employment certificates (if the move occurred for 
professional reasons);

- school certificates indicating the date of the player’s enrolment (if the move 
occurred for educational reasons);

- proof of residence of relatives (if applicable) living in the country to which 
the player’s parents moved (if the move occurred for family reunion or if the 
player’s parents returned to their country of origin);

- official document indicating their status as a refugee or protected person 
in the new country or relevant decision granting such status (if the move oc-
curred for humanitarian reasons).

Note: The above-mentioned list is not exhaustive and is merely a guideline for the type of 
reasons that have been invoked in requests submitted to the Players’ Status Committee in 
the past.

* In cases involving refugee players, the FIFA general secretariat and FIFA’s Players’ Status Committee understand that such document may be difficult 
to obtain by the relevant association without disclosing the whereabouts of the player. In such situations and upon request, the FIFA general secreta-
riat will contact the player’s former association directly in order to obtain such document without disclosing the player’s whereabouts.  

SPECIFIC DOCUMENTS REQUIRED
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Article 9 paragraph 2 a) of the RGAS

Cumulative requirements Example of documentary evidence

The player holds the nationality 
of the country of the new associ-
ation.

Copy of the player’s valid passport (issued by the authorities of the country of the 
new association), duly indicating the player’s nationality and the period of validity 
of the passport.

The player was fielded in a match 
in an official competition at any 
level (with the exception of “A” 
international level) in any kind of 
football for their current associa-
tion.

Official statement issued by the player’s current association (i) explicitly confirming 
that the player has never played any match (either in full or in part) in an official 
competition at “A” international level for their current association, and (ii) contain-
ing a list of all the matches (at any level in any kind of football) in which the player 
in question played for its representative teams*, duly indicating for each match:

- the date of the match;

- the age category;

- the type (i.e. official or unofficial) and the name of the competition;

- the kind of football (e.g. 11-a-side, futsal or beach soccer).

At the time of being fielded for 
their first match in an official com-
petition in any kind of football for 
their current association, the play-
er already held the nationality of 
the association which they wish to 
represent.

Copy of the passport (issued by the authorities of the country of the new associa-
tion), indicating the player’s nationality, the validity of the passport on the day of 
the match, and the period of validity of the passport.

or

Statement from the competent government authority and/or citizenship certificate 
confirming since when the player holds the nationality of the country of the new 
association.

* In cases involving refugee players, the FIFA general secretariat and FIFA’s Players’ Status Committee understand that such document may be difficult 
to obtain by the relevant association without disclosing the whereabouts of the player. In such situations and upon request, the FIFA general secreta-
riat will contact the player’s former association directly in order to obtain such document without disclosing the player’s whereabouts.  

SPECIFIC DOCUMENTS REQUIRED
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Article 9 paragraph 2 b) of the RGAS

Cumulative requirements Example of documentary evidence

The player holds the nationality 
of the country of the new associ-
ation.

Copy of the player’s valid passport (issued by the authorities of the country of the 
new association), duly indicating the player’s nationality and the period of validity 
of the passport.

The player was fielded in a match 
in an official competition at any 
level (with the exception of “A” 
international level) in any kind of 
football for their current associa-
tion.

Official statement issued by the player’s current association containing a list of all 
the matches (at any level in any kind of football) in which the player in question 
played for its representative teams*, duly indicating for each match:

- the date of the match;

- the age category and/or level of the representative team (e.g. youth team or 
“A” level);

- the type (i.e. official or unofficial) and the name of the competition;

- the kind of football (e.g. 11-a-side, futsal or beach soccer).

At the time of being fielded for 
their last match in an official com-
petition in any kind of football for 
their current association, they had 
not turned 21 years old.

At the time of being fielded for 
their first match in an official com-
petition in any kind of football for 
their current association, they did 
not hold the nationality of the as-
sociation which they wish to rep-
resent.

Statement from the competent government authority and/or citizenship certifi-
cate, duly indicating the exact date on which the player obtained the nationality 
of the country of the new association or a copy of the player’s passport (issued by 
the authorities of the country of the new association), duly indicating the player’s 
nationality and the period of validity of the passport.

The player meets one of the fol-
lowing requirements: 

• The player was born on the 
territory of the relevant associ-
ation.

Copy of the player’s passport or birth certificate, duly indicating their place of birth.

• The player’s biological mother 
or biological father was born 
on the territory of the relevant 
association.

Copy of the player’s biological mother’s or father’s passport or birth certificate, 
duly indicating her or his place of birth.

and

Documentation corroborating the player’s filiation with their biological mother or 
father (such has the player’s birth certificate).

• The player’s grandmother or 
grandfather was born on the 
territory of the relevant associ-
ation.

Copy of the player’s grandmother’s or grandfather’s passport or birth certificate, 
duly indicating her or his place of birth.

and

Documentation corroborating the player’s filiation with their grandmother or 
grandfather (such has their birth certificate and/or their parent’s birth certificate).

---------------------- or ---------------------

---------------------- or ---------------------

---------------------- or ---------------------

* In cases involving refugee players, the FIFA general secretariat and FIFA’s Players’ Status Committee understand that such document may be difficult 
to obtain by the relevant association without disclosing the whereabouts of the player. In such situations and upon request, the FIFA general secreta-
riat will contact the player’s former association directly in order to obtain such document without disclosing the player’s whereabouts.  

SPECIFIC DOCUMENTS REQUIRED
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Cumulative requirements Example of documentary evidence

• The player began living on the 
territory of the relevant associ-
ation before the age of 10 and 
has lived on said territory at 
least three years.

Passport stamps, visas, flight tickets, official documentation from a competent gov-
ernment authority, residence certificate, etc.

and

Official documentation issued by the competent government authority, indicating 
for how long and/or since when the player has lived on the territory of the relevant 
association, residence certificates, player’s school records duly issued by the rele-
vant academic institution, etc.

Note: the documentation must clearly (i) indicate the date on which the move occurred, and 
(ii) demonstrate that the player has lived on the territory of the relevant association for at 
least three years.

• The player began living on the 
territory of the relevant asso-
ciation between the age of 10 
and 18, has lived on said terri-
tory at least five years and can 
demonstrate that the move to 
the territory of the association 
was not for the purpose of par-
ticipating for its representative 
teams.

Passport stamps, visas, flight tickets, official documentation from a competent gov-
ernment authority, residence certificate, etc.

and

Official documentation issued by the competent government authority indicating 
for how long and/or since when the player has lived on the territory of the relevant 
association, residence certificates, player’s school records duly issued by the rele-
vant academic institution, etc.

Note: the documentation must clearly (i) indicate the date on which the move occurred, and 
(ii) demonstrate that the player has lived on the territory of the relevant association for at 
least five years.

Statement from the player and/or their parent(s) explaining the reason(s) for the 
move, supported by documentary evidence, such as:

- employment contracts or employment certificates (if the move occurred for 
professional reasons);

- school certificates indicating the date of the player’s enrolment (if the move 
occurred for educational reasons);

- proof of residence of relatives (if applicable) living in the country to which 
the player’s parents moved (if the move occurred for family reunion or if the 
player’s parents returned to their country of origin);

- official document indicating their status as a refugee or protected person 
in the new country or relevant decision granting such status (if the move oc-
curred for humanitarian reasons).

Note: The above-mentioned list is not exhaustive and is merely a guideline for the type of 
reasons that have been invoked in requests submitted to the Players’ Status Committee in 
the past.

• The player began living on the 
territory of the relevant asso-
ciation from the age of 18 and 
has lived on said territory at 
least five years.

Passport stamps, visas, flight tickets, official documentation from a competent gov-
ernment authority, residence certificate, etc.

and

Official documentation issued by the competent government authority, indicating 
for how long and/or since when the player has lived on the territory of the relevant 
association, residence certificates, player’s school records duly issued by the rele-
vant academic institution, etc.

Note: the documentation must clearly (i) indicate the date on which the move occurred, and 
(ii) demonstrate that the player has lived on the territory of the relevant association for at 
least five years.

---------------------- or ---------------------

---------------------- or ---------------------
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 Article 9 paragraph 2 c) of the RGAS

Cumulative requirements Example of documentary evidence

The player holds the nationality 
of the country of the new associ-
ation.

Copy of the player’s valid passport (issued by the authorities of the country of the 
new association), duly indicating the player’s nationality and the period of validity 
of the passport.

The player was fielded in a match 
in an official competition at “A” 
international level in any kind of 
football for their current associa-
tion.

Official statement issued by the player’s current association containing a list of all 
the matches (at any level in any kind of football) in which the player in question 
played for its representative teams*, duly indicating for each match:

- the date of the match;

- the age category and/or level of the representative team (e.g. youth team or 
“A” level);

- the type (i.e. official or unofficial) and the name of the competition;

- the kind of football (e.g. 11-a-side, futsal or beach soccer).

At the time of being fielded for 
their last match in an official com-
petition in any kind of football for 
their current association, they had 
not turned 21 years old.

The player was fielded in no more 
than three matches at “A” inter-
national level in any kind of foot-
ball for their current association, 
whether in an official competition 
or non-official competition.

At least three years have passed 
since being fielded for their last 
match at “A” international level 
in any kind of football for their 
current association, whether in an 
official competition or non-official 
competition.

The player has never participated 
in any kind of football at “A” in-
ternational level in the final tour-
nament of the FIFA World Cup or a 
final tournament of a confedera-
tion competition.

At the time of being fielded for 
their first match in an official com-
petition (at any level) in any kind 
of football for their current associ-
ation, they held the nationality of 
the association which they wish to 
represent.

Copy of the player’s passport (issued by the authorities of the country of the new 
association) valid on the day of the match, duly indicating the player’s nationality, 
and the period of validity of the passport.

or

Statement from the competent government authority and/or citizenship certificate 
confirming since when the player holds the nationality of the country of the new 
association.

* In cases involving refugee players, the FIFA general secretariat and FIFA’s Players’ Status Committee understand that such document may be difficult 
to obtain by the relevant association without disclosing the whereabouts of the player. In such situations and upon request, the FIFA general secreta-
riat will contact the player’s former association directly in order to obtain such document without disclosing the player’s whereabouts.  

SPECIFIC DOCUMENTS REQUIRED
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Article 9 paragraph 2 d) of the RGAS

Cumulative requirements Example of documentary evidence

The player holds the nationality 
of the country of the new associ-
ation.

Copy of the player’s valid passport (issued by the authorities of the country of the 
new association), duly indicating the player’s nationality and the period of validity 
of the passport.

The new association was admitted 
to FIFA membership after the play-
er was fielded in their first match 
in an official competition (at any 
level) in any kind of football for 
their current association.

Proof of FIFA membership or application process, such as an official statement 
from FIFA and/or media release.

The player was never fielded in a 
match in an official competition 
(at any level) in any kind of foot-
ball for their current association 
after the association which They 
wish to represent was admitted to 
FIFA membership.

Official statement issued by the player’s current association containing a list of all 
the matches (at any level in any kind of football) in which the player in question 
played for its representative teams*, duly indicating for each match:

- the date of the match;

- the age category and/or level of the representative team (e.g. youth team or 
“A” level);

- the type (i.e. official or unofficial) and the name of the competition;

- the kind of football (e.g. 11-a-side, futsal or beach soccer).

At the time of being fielded for 
their first match in an official com-
petition (at any level) in any kind 
of football for their current associ-
ation, the player:

a. held the nationality of the 
association which they wish to 
represent; or

b. obtained the nationality 
of the association which they 
wish to represent as soon as 
reasonably practicable after 
the country was recognised 
by the majority of members of 
the United Nations.

Copy of the passport (issued by the authorities of the country of the new associ-
ation), duly indicating the player’s nationality, the passport’s validity on the day of 
the match, and the period of validity of the passport.

or

Statement from the competent government authority and/or citizenship certificate 
confirming since when the player holds the nationality of the country of the new 
association.

The player meets one of the fo-
llowing requirements: 

• The player was born on the 
territory of the relevant associ-
ation.

Copy of the player’s passport or birth certificate, duly indicating their place of birth. 

• The player’s biological mother 
or biological father was born 
on the territory of the relevant 
association.

Copy of the player’s biological mother’s or father’s passport or birth certificate, duly 
indicating her or his place of birth.

and

Documentation corroborating the player’s filiation with their biological mother or 
father (such has the player’s birth certificate).

---------------------- or ---------------------

---------------------- or ---------------------

* In cases involving refugee players, the FIFA general secretariat and FIFA’s Players’ Status Committee understand that such document may be difficult 
to obtain by the relevant association without disclosing the whereabouts of the player. In such situations and upon request, the FIFA general secreta-
riat will contact the player’s former association directly in order to obtain such document without disclosing the player’s whereabouts.  

SPECIFIC DOCUMENTS REQUIRED
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Cumulative requirements Example of documentary evidence

• The player’s grandmother or 
grandfather was born on the 
territory of the relevant associ-
ation.

Copy of the player’s grandmother’s or grandfather’s passport or birth certificate, 
duly indicating her or his place of birth.

and

Documentation corroborating the player’s filiation with their grandmother or grand-
father (such has the player’s birth certificate and/or their parent’s birth certificate).

Passport stamps, visas, flight tickets, official documentation from a competent gov-
ernment authority, residence certificate, etc.

and 

Official documentation issued by the competent government authority, indicating 
for how long and/or since when the player has lived on the territory of the relevant 
association, residence certificates, player’s school records duly issued by the relevant 
academic institution, etc.

Note: the documentation must clearly (i) indicate the date on which the move occurred, and 
(ii) demonstrate that the player has lived on the territory of the relevant association for at least 
three years.

The player began living on the ter-
ritory of the relevant association 
before the age of 10 and has lived 
on said territory at least three 
years.

The player began living on the ter-
ritory of the relevant association 
between the age of 10 and 18, has 
lived on said territory at least five 
years and can demonstrate that 
the move to the territory of the 
association was not for the pur-
pose of participating for its repre-
sentative teams.

Passport stamps, visas, flight tickets, official documentation from a competent 
government authority, residence certificate, etc.

and

Official documentation issued by the competent government authority, indicating 
for how long and/or since when the player has lived on the territory of the relevant 
association, residence certificates, player’s school records duly issued by the rele-
vant academic institution, etc.

Note: the documentation must clearly (i) indicate the date on which the move occurred, and 
(ii) demonstrate that the player has lived on the territory of the relevant association for at 
least five years.

Statement from the player and/or their parent(s) explaining the reason(s) for the 
move, supported by documentary evidence, such as:

- employment contracts or employment certificates (if the move occurred for 
professional reasons);

- school certificates indicating the date of the player’s enrolment (if the move 
occurred for educational reasons);

- proof of residence of relatives (if applicable) living in the country to which 
the player’s parents moved (if the move occurred for family reunion or if the 
player’s parents returned to their country of origin);

- official document indicating their status as a refugee or protected person 
in the new country or relevant decision granting such status (if the move oc-
curred for humanitarian reasons).

Note: The above-mentioned list is not exhaustive and is merely a guideline for the type of 
reasons that have been invoked in requests submitted to the Players’ Status Committee in 
the past.

The player began living on the 
territory of the relevant associa-
tion from the age of 18 and has 
lived on said territory at least five 
years.

Passport stamps, visas, flight tickets, official documentation from a competent 
government authority, residence certificate, etc.

and

Official documentation issued by the competent government authority, indicating 
for how long and/or since when the player has lived on the territory of the relevant 
association, residence certificates, player’s school records duly issued by the rele-
vant academic institution, etc.

Note: the documentation must clearly (i) indicate the date on which the move occurred, and 
(ii) demonstrate that the player has lived on the territory of the relevant association for at 
least five years.

---------------------- or ---------------------

---------------------- or ---------------------

---------------------- or ---------------------
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Article 9 paragraph 2 e) of the RGAS

Cumulative requirements Example of documentary evidence

The player holds the nationality 
of the country of the new associ-
ation.

Copy of the player’s valid passport (issued by the authorities of the country of the 
new association), duly indicating the player’s nationality and the period of validity 
of the passport.

The player was fielded in a match 
in an official competition at “A”
international level in any kind of 
football for their current associa-
tion.

Official statement issued by the player’s current association containing a list of all 
the matches (at “A” international level) in which the player in question played for 
its representative teams*, duly indicating for each match:

- the date of the match;

- the type (i.e. official or unofficial) and the name of the competition;

- the kind of football (e.g. 11-a-side, futsal or beach soccer).

The player permanently loses their 
nationality without their consent 
or against their will due to a de-
cision by a government authority.

Copy of the relevant decision taken by the government authority.

or

Statement from the relevant national and/or government authority.

* In cases involving refugee players, the FIFA general secretariat and FIFA’s Players’ Status Committee understand that such document may be difficult 
to obtain by the relevant association without disclosing the whereabouts of the player. In such situations and upon request, the FIFA general secreta-
riat will contact the player’s former association directly in order to obtain such document without disclosing the player’s whereabouts.  

SPECIFIC DOCUMENTS REQUIRED
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Article 9 paragraph 5 of the RGAS

Cumulative requirements Example of documentary evidence

The player was granted a change 
of association.

Copy of the decision rendered by the Players’ Status Committee granting such 
change.

The player was not fielded in a 
match in any (official or unofficial) 
competition in any kind of football 
by the new association.

Official confirmation issued by the player’s new association confirming that the 
player was never fielded in a match in an official competition at any level in any 
kind of football for said association*.

The player continues to hold the 
nationality of the country of the 
former association.

Copy of the player’s valid passport (issued by the authorities of the country of the 
new association), duly indicating the player’s nationality and the period of validity 
of the passport. 

and

Statement from the competent government authority and/or citizenship certificate 
confirming since when the player holds the nationality of the country of the former 
association.

or 

Copies of all the player’s passports (issued by the authorities of the country of the 
former association) since he was granted a change of association.

* In cases involving refugee players, the FIFA general secretariat and FIFA’s Players’ Status Committee understand that such document may be difficult 
to obtain by the relevant association without disclosing the whereabouts of the player. In such situations and upon request, the FIFA general secreta-
riat will contact the player’s former association directly in order to obtain such document without disclosing the player’s whereabouts.  

SPECIFIC DOCUMENTS REQUIRED
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CONTACT
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CONTACT 
 

FIFA is fully committed to answering any questions or enquiries concerning the content of this 

document and/or any regulatory matters regarding the eligibility to play for representative 

teams.

As such, please feel free to contact us at any time at: legal@fifa.org.
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