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robin format and does not include a final; the 1950 edition is still the only FIFA World Cup

tournament without a final. On this day, hosts Brazil defeat Sweden 7-1 while the eventual champions Uruguay
draw 2-2 with Spain. The competition winners would subsequently be determined by a decisive game between

Uruguay and Brazil (2-1).

time draw in the final. Both goals are scored in the first half of regular time, a penalty by Zinédine Zidane and a

header by Marco Materazzi.

The second and final round of the FIFA World Cup begins in Brazil. The second part of the competition adopts a
In Berlin, Italy win their fourth FIFA World Cup title by defeating France 5-3 on penalties following a 1-1 extra-
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9 July Restday

Next match —-10 July

SEMI-FINALS 10.07.2018  ST. PETERSBURG Match # 61

Kick-off 21:00 LT

FIFA WORLD CUP 2018

9/4 Goals for / against 14/5
8/0 Yellow cards / red cards 7/0
21 Number of players used 21
4 Number of goal scorers 9
4/1/0 Wins / draws / losses 5/0/0
73 previous head-to-heads (click here for full matchlist)
MP W D L GF GA
France 73 24 19 30 127 160
Belgium 73 30 19 24 160 127

Facts & figures
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This latest showdown between Belgium and France will be the 74th in a 114-year-old sporting rivalry. The two
teams first faced each other in May 1904 in Brussels, drawing 3-3. Their most recent encounter was also a high-
scoring affair, with Belgium earning a 4-3 friendly victory in Saint Denis in June 2015, courtesy of a Marouane
Fellaini double, a Radja Nainggolan goal and an Eden Hazard penalty, while France's scorers were Mathieu
Valbuena from the spot, Nabil Fekir and Dimitri Payet.

The pair have crossed paths three times in the finals of international competitions and France came out on top
each time. In their two previous FIFA World Cup meetings, France ran out 3-1 winners in the first round in 1938,
whereas in the Play-Off for Third Place in 1986 it took extra time to determine the final result of 4-2. The pair also
went toe-to-toe in the UEFA European Championship in 1984, when France secured a convincing 5-0 victory in the
group round before going on to take the continental title.

Belgium have won all five of their games in this campaign, setting a national record for consecutive victories in the
global showpiece.

By contrast, France are unbeaten in their last five World Cup fixtures, having strung together four wins and a draw
in this edition. Les Bleus are still some way short of their longest undefeated streak of eight games, which they first
achieved between 1986 and 1998 and equalled between 2006 and 2010.

Kevin De Bruyne's goal against Brazil in the quarter-finals means that Belgium have scored through nine different
players in this edition. The record of ten was set by current opponents France in 1982 and emulated by Italy in
2006.
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This is France's sixth foray into the World Cup semi-finals (the previous times were in 1958, 1982, 1986, 1998 and
2006) after an absence of 12 years, whereas Belgium have only made it into the penultimate round once before,
back in 1986.
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The Red Devils have featured in five World Cup games that were decided in extra time, winning two, losing two
and drawing one (with England in 1954, before penalty shoot-outs were introduced). They have been involved in
only one spot-kick duel, outsmarting Spain in the 1986 quarter-finals.
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France won two of the three World Cup games in which they were taken into extra time, compared with a mixed
record (2-2) in penalty shoot-outs.

France have already played one World Cup match on 10 July, losing the Play-Off for Third Place 3-2 against Poland
in the 1982 edition.

«? The last coach to take a foreign team to the semi-finals of a World Cup was Brazilian Luiz Felipe Scolari with
Portugal in 2006. Roberto Martinez is the first Spanish tactician to achieve the feat.

«? This 1th World Cup appearance in France's dugout makes Didier Deschamps the country’s most experienced
coach in the event by number of matches, surpassing Michel Hidalgo and Raymond Domenech.

N
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Deschamps never lost in three meetings with Belgium as a player, earning two wins (2-0 in 1996, 1-0 in 1998) and
one draw (3-3in 1992) with Les Bleus. However, he is yet to beat the Red Devils as France coach, his two previous
attempts producing a 0-0 draw in 2013 and a 4-3 defeat in 2015.
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Next match — 11 July

SEMI-FINALS 11.07.2018 MOSCOW Match # 62  Kick-off 21:00 LT

FIFA WORLD CUP 2018

10/ 4 Goals for / against n/4
12/0 Yellow cards / red cards 5/0
21 Number of players used 21
8 Number of goal scorers 5
3/2/0 Wins / draws / losses 3/1/1

7 previous head-to-heads (click here for full matchlist)

MP W D L GF GA
Croatia 7 2 1 4 10 18
England 7 4 1 2 18 10

Most frequent results at the 2018 FIFA World Cup Russia™

(status after the quarter-finals

14 1-0
2-1
2-0
1-1
3-0
2-2
0-0
3-1
3-2
3-3
4-3
5-0
5-2
6-1
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Metro to Moscow

A 33-stop journey through Russian and Soviet football history as we countdown towards the FIFA World Cup Final at the Luzhniki
on July 15th.

6 dagys to the FINAL

6 matches played by the USSR at England 1966, the most successful FIFA World Cup for both Soviet and
Russian national teams. Led by Lev Yashin, the Sbornaya finished in fourth place at the competition, losing
to Germany FR in the semi-final and then Portugal in the third-place play-off. In the group stage, the Soviet
Union defeated Korea DPR, Italy and Chile before beating Hungary 2-1 in the quarter-final. After the
match, head coach Nikolai Morosov said to his players in the changing room: “l don’t think our success
will be repeated in the next 50 years.” He turned out to be right, as no side from the Soviet Union or Russia
have managed to exceed or even match that result.

Russian Football Dictionary

How to sagy... in Russian

Doctor Bpau / vrach

Physiotherapist ®dusmnotepanenT / physioterapeft

Team manager HauyanbHuk komanabl / nachal’'nik camandy

Happy Birthday

Players, coaches and referees celebrating their Birthday

When Turning...

Ashley YOUNG (ENG) 33
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From Russia with Love

Remembering previous participants missing out in this year's FIFA World Cup

NORWAY

FIFA World Cup™ facts & figures

Participations 3 (1938, 1994, 1998)
Best achievement Round of 16 1998

Norway share the record for the longest
interval between participations, having
waited 56 years between their FIFA World
Cup debut in France 1938 and their comeback
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