
WWW.FIFA.COM/THEWEEKLY

ISSUE 25/2015, 26 JUNE 2015 ENGLISH EDITION

Fédération Internationale de Football Association – Since 1904

South America’s old love
Copa America 2015

SEPP BLATTER  
A TRIBUTE  
TO TOSTAO

GUNTER NETZER  
GERMANY’S DECADE

CANADA 2015 
AUSTRALIA  
CELEBRATE



T H I S  W E E K  I N  T H E  W O R L D  O F  F O O T B A L L

North and  
Central America 
35 members 
www.concacaf.com

South America 
10 members 
www.conmebol.com

The FIFA Weekly app

FIFA’s magazine The FIFA Weekly is published 
in four languages every Friday and is also 
available free of charge on smartphone and 
tablet. http://www.fifa.com/mobile

6
  Copa America  

The most illustrious tournament in South America 
has never boasted as many international stars as 
in 2015. The return of leading players from 
Europe’s biggest clubs for the Copa is awakening 
some old memories, as Sven Goldmann reports 
from Chile. 

 23   Sepp Blatter  
“Although Pele, Rivelino, Jairzinho and Carlos 
Alberto were the big stars,” the FIFA President 
writes in his weekly column, “it was Tostao’s 
precision and ball control that transformed that 
Brazil side into the team of the century.”

 24   The nutmeg  
Jordi Punti describes the nutmeg as an expression 
of creative talent and explores the history of an old 
trick that is most effective when used intuitively.

 37   Turning Point  
Mats Gren terminated a promising contract with 
Borussia Dortmund due to injury before becoming 
the rock of the Grasshoppers’ defence in Zurich.  
“I have no regrets,” says the Swede.

35   Gunter Netzer  
“Germany will play a 
leading role at every major 
tournament over the next 
ten years.”

18   Canada 2015  
Australia are celebrating their 
win over Brazil and now have 
their sights set on winning the 
Women’s World Cup.

South America’s old love
This week’s cover image shows 
Lionel Messi with the Argentinian 
flag. Argentina have won the Copa 
America – previously known as the 
Campeonato Sudamericano de 
Futbol – on 14 previous occasions.
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FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup

9 – 19 July 2015, Portugal

FIFA U-17 World Cup

17 October – 8 November 2015, Chile
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Europe 
54 members 
www.uefa.com

Africa 
54 members 
www.cafonline.com

Asia 
46 members 
www.the-afc.com

Oceania 
11 members 
www.oceaniafootball.com

14   Japan  
The Urawa Reds are first J-League 
team to remain unbeaten in the 
season’s first stage.

30  Fabien Barthez  
“Goalkeeping is going backwards,” 
says the former French custodian.
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U N C O V E R E D

L
eague football is currently on its summer break in the Premier League, La 
Liga, the Bundesliga, Serie A and elsewhere – but that does not mean the very 
best of the beautiful game has to stop with it. Not only is top-quality football 

still being played in many other championships across the globe, but several 
outstanding tournaments are also captivating fans.

The FIFA Women’s World Cup™ in Canada has reached the knockout stages 
with all its drama and emotion, the FIFA U-20 World Cup™ in New Zealand was 
captivating to the very end and produced well-deserved winners in the form of 
Serbia, a nation with a proud footballing tradition, and the CONCACAF Gold Cup 
and FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup™ in Portugal are just around the corner. These 
and other competitions are at the heart of our reporting in this issue.

This week our staff writer Sven Goldmann takes a closer look at the Copa 
America in Chile. With its glittering past, equally prestigious present and a long 
list of stars returning to the continent from clubs around the globe, this tour-
nament’s appeal stretches far beyond South America. Rarely has the Copa been 
able to boast so many leading players as it does this year and rarely has the 
level of competition been quite so high. The FIFA Weekly team are there to bring 
you all the latest news. Å

Perikles Monioudis

Knockout fever
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Santiago de Chile  
A fan watches in 
anticipation at a 
public viewing of 
the Copa America. 

A THROWBACK TO  
THE GOOD OLD DAYS

C O PA  A M E R I C A

South America lives and breathes the Copa America, 
and the latest edition of the tournament has featured 
more global superstars than ever before. However, this 
year’s “Copa” also marks a return to the good old days of 
tournament football, as Sven Goldmann writes from 
Santiago de Chile.
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O
n day three of the 2015 Copa 
America, a small boy ran onto 
the pitch at the Estadio Re-
gional de Antofagasta, where 
defending champions Uru-
guay were taking on Jamaica. 
The young lad, who can’t have 
been much older than nine or 
ten and was clad in a red selec-
cion chilena shirt, was clearly 
under the impression that the 
game was already over. He 

threw his arms – by way of congratulation 
– around Uruguay’s startled captain Diego 
Godin, who informed the surprise visitor 
that added time was still being played and 
that Jamaica deserved the chance to level 
the match. After Godin had calmly accom-
panied the boy off the pitch, the game re-
started. Uruguay held on to win 1-0 and 
when the two unlikely friends bumped into 
each other in the players’ tunnel afterwards, 
the tall defender affectionately ruffled the 
boy’s hair.

Although hardly a major flashpoint in 
the tournament’s Group B opener, this inci-
dent perfectly encapsulated the spirit in 
which the 44th edition of the world’s oldest 

C O PA  A M E R I C A
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Patience, my child  
An over-eager supporter 
rushes over to Uruguay 
captain Diego Godin just 
before the end of the 
match. 

C O PA  A M E R I C A
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international competition is being held. The 
biggest names of South American football 
have returned home, bringing them closer to 
their adoring fans than in many a long year. 
The largest of the nine Copa stadiums, the 
Estadio Nacional in Santiago, holds around 
48,000 supporters and has somehow man-
aged to retain the charm of a bygone era: four 
old-fashioned 56-lamp floodlights illuminate 
the pitch during night-time matches, while 
the complete absence of VIP boxes means 
that merchants selling popcorn, coffee and 
peanuts mingle among guests of honour in-
cluding Chilean president Michelle Bachelet 
throughout the games.

Peaceful beach party
The Estadio Monumental, also located in 
Santiago and home to Chilean record ti-
tle-holders Colo-Colo, has a similar capacity 
to the Estadio Nacional. All the other Copa 
venues house fewer than 30,000 fans and 
generally bear the names of former football-
ers (Valparaiso’s Estadio Elias Figueroa), 
mayors (Temuco’s Estadio German Becker) or 
architects (Antofagasta’s Estadio Calvo y 
Bascunan). The tiny yet elegant Estadio La 
Portada in La Serena, meanwhile, is named 
after a stone archway that dates back to the 
colonial era. The stadium holds 18,000 sup-
porters and played host to the Clasico del Rio 
de la Plata between Uruguay and Argentina in 
the early stages of the tournament.

The Group B showdown between the two-
time World Cup winners was one of the most 
spectacular and atmospheric occasions of the 
Copa so far. In the week leading up to the 
game, La Serena was transformed into a kind 
of exterritorial football republic of La Plata. 
The Avenida del Mar leading along the beach 
from La Serena to Coquimbo was taken over 
by Argentinian and Uruguayan fans, who 
joined forces to party peacefully under the 
north Chilean winter sun. 

It was bitterly cold on the evening of the 
match, but the passion and commitment 
among players and supporters alike was as 
hot-blooded as ever. The crowd was made up 

C O PA  A M E R I C A

South American  
football ’s biggest 

stars have returned 
home, bringing them 
closer to their fans 

than in many a year.

Estadio National de Chile Santiago's 50,000-seater arena is at the heart of Copa proceedings. 

In demand Paraguay’s Lucas Barrios faces the media. 

The previous evening in La Serena Argentina met Paraguay on 13 June - the match ended 2-2.X-
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One for the family album The Reggae Boyz pose for a picture with Uruguay star Edinson Cavani

almost entirely of fans from the two nations: 
the 10,000 Argentinians and 7,000 Uruguay-
ans packed into the ground waved their flags 
and chanted their songs, creating an atmos-
phere reminiscent of Montevideo’s Estadio 
Centenario and Buenos Aires’ Estadio Monu-
mental. Argentina eventually triumphed 1-0, 
thereby gaining revenge for their home quar-
ter-final defeat to Uruguay in Santa Fe at the 
2011 Copa America. Edinson Cavani was 
anonymous as the Argentinian defence 
shackled the Uruguayan frontman, Sergio 
Aguero scored the only goal of the game and 
Lionel Messi was named man of the match.

Cavani, Aguero and Messi were all on the 
same pitch at what amounts to no more than 
a sizeable regional sports facility, where the 
annual highlight is usually the local derby 
between Deportes La Serena and Coquimbo 
Unido. Could there be a more fun scenario for 
the average football fan? 

Holidays or Copa?
In that sense, this year’s Copa is a throwback 
to the good old days of the sport, when South 
American football stood at the summit of the 
global game and the biggest local stars plied 
their trade here all year round. For the past 
few decades, the most talented South Amer-
ican footballers have earned their living in 
the biggest and, above all, richest European 
leagues. They generally only return home 
during the holidays, when football is often 
the last thing on their minds. 

Thus these mega-stars of the sport are only 
required to showcase their footballing abilities 
on home soil once every four years. And it has 
certainly been a long time since so many of 
them were on show at the Copa America. The 
Argentinians have Messi, Aguero, Carlos Tevez 
and Javier Mascherano in their ranks, while 
Cavani and Godin featured in Uruguay’s team, 
and Neymar and David Luiz for Brazil. The Co-
lombians boast the considerable talents of Rad-
amel Falcao and James Rodriguez, while Para-
guay’s 33-year-old striker Roque Santa Cruz is 
still one of the best finishers in the game. 

C O PA  A M É R I C A

GUESTS JAMAICA  
SPRING SURPRISES

W
hen the final whistle blew, inspration struck 
Deshorn Brown. The Jamaican forward 
made one more sprint, this time to the sub-
stitutes’ bench to dig out his mobile phone, 

and got back on  the pitch just in time for a selfie 
with Lionel Messi.

The Argentinian superstar had just made his 
100th international appearance against the Reg-
gae Boyz, and although it was one of his less mem-
orable games, that mattered little to Brown, who 
approached Messi with a cheeky, almost irresisti-
ble grin, and asked the Barcelona man for a photo. 
Messi’s reaction was initially one of mild confusion, 
but he was happy to oblige, playing his part in one 
of the more bizarre moments of this year’s Copa 
America tournament before being whisked away 
through the tunnel and into the catacombs of the 
Estadio Sausalito von Viña del Mar.

Impressive against Uruguay
Brown later revealed to reporters that the defeat 
had not been too painful, since he had had enjoyed 
the privilege of playing “against the best player in 

the world”. Indeed, Brown had every right to feel 
proud given that Jamaica had been dismissed by 
many experts as group stage cannon fodder. That 
simply was not the case. The IF Valerenga player's 
stunt may actually have done himself and his team 
a disservice, since the side sitting 65th in the FIFA 
World Rankings did far more than merely make up 
the numbers in Chile. Jamaica, winners of the 2014 

Caribbean Cup, proved they were well worthy of 
CONMEBOL’s Copa America invitation.

German veteran coach Winfried Schäfer’s 
team lost each of the group games 1-0 but were 
tough competitors in all of them. In their opener 
against Uruguay, they enjoyed 51 % of possession 
and even had the defending champions on the 
ropes at times. On matchday two against 2011 
Copa America finalists Paraguay, it was only an 

unfortunate slip-up from goalkeeper Duwayne Kerr 

that cost Jamaica the game. The custodian headed 
an attempted clearance into the body of Edgar Be-
nitez, only for the ball to sail over his head and into 
the open net. Then, in their final outing, the men 
from the Caribbean restricted Argentina to a soli-
tary early goal from Gonzalo Higuain. All in all, it 
was a highly successful tournament debut for 
Schäfer’s rank outsiders. 

CONMEBOL has just ten member countries, so 

since 1993 national teams from other confedera-
tions have been invited to compete in the Copa 
America to make a more recognised tournament 

format possible. Faraway Japan participated in the 
1999 edition, but the majority of invitees come from 

Central and North America. Costa Rica, who fin-
ished top of a group containing Italy, Uruguay and 
England at the 2014 FIFA World Cup and were only 

knocked out in the quarter-finals by the Netherlands, 
are among the more regular guest participants, hav-
ing played four times at the South American cham-
pionships. 

Schäfer left wanting more
Mexico were also at this year’s tournament, but they 
endured a disappointing campaign, their squad of 
largely reserve players accumulating just two points 
from three games. And then there was Jamaica, a 
country now back on the football map and on the 
rise in world football, 17 years after their one and 
only participation at a FIFA World Cup in 1998. 
“Everyone here talks about that,” says Schäfer of 

France ’98, “but 17 years is a long time in football.”
To be sure, the 65-year-old can take a myriad of 

positives from his team’s efforts in Chile this sum-
mer, and he is now looking to the future. “I’m very 
proud of the players. But I don’t want things to stop 
here. I want to carry on working and I want to pro-
gress.” Whether he can inspire an improvement that 
culminates in participation at the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup in Russia remains to be seen. 

Sven Goldmann

No other side  
embodies South  

American football ’s 
longing for glory  

and greatness quite 
like Chile.
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Then there’s Chile, who are eager to lift 
the Copa for the first time in the tourna-
ment’s 99-year history. What better chance 
will they get to win the competition than 
here on home soil? No other side embodies 
South American football’s longing for glory 
and greatness quite like Chile. Sporting 
achievements have been few and far between 
for the coastal nation, which has only served 
to increase its hunger for success. When ten-
nis star Nicolas Massu won the country’s first 
ever gold medal at the 2004 Olympic Games 
in Athens, the Chilean TV commentator laud-
ed him as the “major deportista de todos los 
tiempos” – the best athlete of all time – in a 
clip that can be found on Youtube to this day. 
Chile’s football fans had to wait four years 
more for their first ever victory over Argenti-
na in 2008. A side featuring a young Messi, 
wearing the number 18 shirt and with shoul-
der-length hair, was beaten 1-0 in Santiago 
and Fabian Orellana, scorer of the winning 
goal, has been affectionately known by Chil-
ean fans as “El Historico” ever since.

More recently, la Roja de Todos have 
earned the respect of Chileans throughout 
the country with their physical yet technical 
brand of football. Their 2-0 victory over 
reigning world champions Spain at the 2014 
FIFA World Cup Brazil™ was one of the most 
thrilling games of the tournament, and ex-
pectation levels have risen as a result.

A front-page selfie
President Bachelet chose to attend the open-
ing game of the Copa America between Chile 
and Ecuador, even though protests by stu-
dents and lecturers were escalating across 
the country at the time. Having watched the 
hosts get off the mark with a victory, Bache-
let visited the players in the changing room 
afterwards and even posed for a selfie or two, 
following in the footsteps of German chan-
cellor Angela Merkel at the 2006 FIFA World 
Cup Germany™. Bachelet’s efforts to cement 
her status as a fellow fan paid off handsome-
ly: a photo of her posing alongside goalkeep-
er Claudio Bravo was splashed across the 
front pages of all the newspapers the follow-
ing morning.

Chile’s current national team is the 
strongest in years – perhaps even since 1962, 
when they finished third at the World Cup on 
home soil. The key protagonists of their pres-
ent side are dribbling sensation Alexis 
Sanchez, defensive stalwart Gary Medel and 
midfield motor Aturo Vidal, who overdid the 
bad-boy antics when, just a day after scoring 
twice in the sensational 3-3 draw with Mex-
ico, he caused a serious car crash driving 
home from a casino whilst under the influ-
ence of alcohol. Following a night spent in 
police custody, Vidal issued a grovelling and 
tearful apology to his family, his team-mates 

C O PA  A M E R I C A

Party at the salon A group of Colombian fans celebrate in Antofagasta.

Vamos, Peru! Fans from Chile’s neighbours cheer on their national team.

Marcelo Martins The Bolivian striker captures a selfie after his side’s win over Ecuador.
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C O PA  A M E R I C A

Offering solace  
Colombian striker 
James Rodriguez (left) 
whispers something in 
the ear of Brazilian star 
Neymar. A
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and the Chilean public, which was broadcast 
on TV channels across the country. His fam-
ily and national head coach Jorge Sampaoli 
have accepted the 28-year-old’s expressions 
of regret, but whether the rest of the Chilean 
population are just as forgiving remains to 
be seen.

Vidal’s rush of blood to the head appears 
to have galvanised la Roja, who looked invin-
cible in the 5-0 victory over Group A run-
ners-up Bolivia. Inevitably perhaps, the re-
morseful star was named in the starting 
eleven, but the fact that Sampaoli opted to 
withdraw him at half-time had little to do 
with Vidal’s performance or with the unfor-
tunate incident in the run-up to the game. 
Chile’s head coach merely wanted to give his 
midfield talisman a rest ahead of his side’s 1-0 
quarter-final win over Uruguay.

Vidal isn’t the only superstar to have mis-
behaved at the Copa America. Brazil forward 
Neymar also appears to have cracked under 
the pressure. He was the star of the show in 
Brazil’s opening game against Peru, when he 
brought his side back on level terms with a 
header before a trademark through ball al-
lowed Douglas Costa to fire home the winner 
in stoppage time. A very different Neymar 
was on show at Brazil’s second game against 
Colombia, however, perhaps affected by the 
memories of fracturing a vertebrae against 
the Cafeteros at the World Cup, or the ever-in-
creasing speculation of financial irregulari-
ties related to his transfer from Santos to 
Barcelona two years ago. Having contributed 
next to nothing on the pitch in a 1-0 defeat 
for the Selecao, he came to blows with Colom-
bia’s Carlos Bacca and Jeison Murillo at full 
time and paid the ultimate price when he – 
like Bacca – was shown the red card on his 
way off the field. 

As if that wasn’t enough, Neymar will 
now miss the rest of the Copa after being 
handed a four-match suspension for insulting 
the referee in the players’ tunnel. Robbed of 
their star striker, Brazil managed to secure 
their place in the quarter-finals with a hard-
fought 2-1 victory over Venezuela, while the 
Colombians also scraped through to the last 
eight following a goalless draw against Group 
C runners-up Peru. 

C O PA  A M E R I C A

Strongest tournament ever
“Today, the Copa America is stronger than 
ever,” says Argentine star Aguero, whose side 
also suffered disappointment in the early stag-
es of the competition. Goals from the Man-
chester City striker and Messi had put the 
Albiceleste 2-0 ahead against Paraguay at 
half-time in their opening clash, but they were 
ultimately forced to settle for a 2-2 draw, much 
to the delight of Paraguay head coach and Ar-
gentina legend Ramon Diaz. The late equaliser 
was scored by none other than Lucas Barrios, 
an Argentine-born striker with a Paraguayan 
mother. Barrios enjoyed the best spell of his 
career in Chile at Colo-Colo, where he set a 
new record for the most goals scored in a sin-
gle league season in 2008. That anecdote is 
just one of many in what has proved to be a 
thrilling Copa America so far this year. Å

“ Today, the Copa 
America is stronger 

than ever.”
Sergio Aguero, Argentina

Copa  A mer i c a

Name until 1972: 
Campeonato Sudamer icano de Futbol
Frequency:  Ever y four years
First held:  1916

Number of competitors:  12 ( inc luding 
guest teams since 1993)
Defending champions:  Uruguay (2011)
Record winners:  Uruguay (15 t i t les) 
Record goalscorers (17 goals): 
Norber to Mendez (ARG) and 
Z iz inho (BR A)

Tearful Arturo Vidal apologises to his countrymen for his car accident on 17 June 2015.

Strong Albiceleste Argentina’s Sergio Aguero and Lionel Messi.
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O N  T H E  I N S I D E
T A L K I N G  P O I N T S

Urawa Red Diamonds have already won the 
first phase in Japan’s 18-team top-flight, 
sealing top spot with a 1-1 draw away to 
13th-placed Vissel Kobe in their latest 
outing. Tsukasa Umesaki put the Reds 1-0 
up in the 27th minute but the hosts fought 
back and equalised through Kazuma  
Watanabe in the 84th minute. Kobe took 
advantage of the visitors being reduced to 
ten men with quarter of an hour left when 
Tomoya Ugajin was sent off for a second 
bookable offence.

“Every match is difficult,” said the Reds’ 
Serbian coach Mihailo Petrovic afterwards. 
“That goes for this game too. We’re still 
undefeated, so every team wants to be the 
first to beat us. I’ve been working in the 
J-League for ten years now but I’ve never 
experienced six minutes of stoppage time 
before. That wasn’t easy for my team be-
cause we were down to ten men after all.”

The 1-1 draw extended the 2006 champions’ 
unbeaten streak to 16 games and left them 
top of the standings on 38 points, five 
ahead of second-placed Sanfrecce Hiroshi-

J a p a n :  J - L e a g u e

Urawa Reds  ta ke 
f i r st  stage  crow n

Perikles Monioudis is chief editor 
of The FIFA Weekly.

The attention Japanese 
footballers currently attract 
in some of the world’s 

biggest leagues, and in Europe in particu-
lar, continues unabated. Yoshinori Muto, 
the 22-year-old striker leading the J-League 
goalscoring chart, has agreed to move from 
FC Tokyo to Bundesliga club Mainz for €2.8 
million. Meanwhile, 19-year-old forward 
Masaya Okugawa from Kyoto Sanga FC has 
signed on with Austrian giants Red Bull 
Salzburg. 

The first of three stages in the J-League 
will come to an end in the next few days. 
The best teams from the first two stages 
qualify for a final phase in which the 
champion will be decided. 

ma and six ahead of FC Tokyo in third. The 
top two finishers in the final stage of the 
J-League qualify for the AFC Champions 
League. 

Gamba Osaka have reached the quarter- 
finals in the current edition of that compe-
tition, where they will face South Korean 
side Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors over two legs 
in August and September. With the first 
phase of the J-League almost at an end, 
Gamba are fourth on 29 points. 

On Saturday 27 June the Reds will play 
second-from-bottom Albirex Niigata at 
home. If Petrovic’s charges can remain 
unbeaten they will become the first club in 
J-League history to achieve such a feat in 
the first stage of the season. That would no 
doubt go down very well with their fan 
base, which is the largest in the entire 
division. Å

Into the  
final stage  
Urawa Red 
Diamonds 
celebrate. A
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C o n g o D R :  C o u p e d u  C o n g o

Plent y  of  prest ige 
at  sta ke

Mark Gleeson is a Cape Town-
based journalist and football 
commentator.

With AS Vita Club of Kin-
shasa already crowned 

Super Ligue champions in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo in May, the focus is  
now on the Coupe du Congo, which is a 
trophy that carries as much prestige as  
the championship.

This year marks the 51st edition of the 
Coupe du Congo which carries with it an 
automatic spot for the winner in next  
year’s CAF Confederation Cup, alongside  
CS Don Bosco, who finished third in the 
Super Ligue.

AS Vita Club and TP Mazembe Englebert, 
runners-up this year after winning the  
title for four years in a row before that,  
will again be representing DR Congo in the 
2016 CAF Champions League.

The Coupe du Congo entered its final phase 
last weekend with six clubs traveling to a 
central venue at the Stade TP Mazembe in 
Lubumbashi for a mini tournament to 
decide who succeeds last year’s surprise 
winners FC MK Etancheite of Kinshasa. 
The six are divided into two groups of three 
and the winners contests the final.

The first group is made up of provincial  
cup winners – Katumbi Football Academie 
of Lubumbashi, Bukavu Dawa from Bukavu 
Province and Renaissance du Congo from 
the capital, who play one game against each 
other in a hectic schedule to decide a place 
in the final, where they will take on the  
top team in Group B, which is made up of 
FC St Eloi Lupopo, Dauphin Noir from 
Goma and former multiple champions 
Daring Club Motema Pembe.

Lupopo have the home advantage, and  
are itching to make up for last year’s disap-
pointment when FC MK beat them 1-0 in 
the final, but DCMP will be the favourites 
given their pedigree, even if they have 
fallen into the shadow of their great rivals 
AS Vita Club. Renaisance have caused 
something of a stir by strengthening their 
squad with the surprise signing of former 

internationals Zola Matumona and Bedi 
Mbenza. Matumona had previously played 
in Belgium and Angola and Mbenza was on 
the books of Anderlecht and Tunisian 
champions Club Africain.

This week’s final group is the culmination 
of a competition that started at the begin-
ning of the year in the far-flung corners of 
the vast country.

In most major footballing countries, cup 
success is trumped by victory in the league 
but in DR Congo the Coupe du Congo used 
to enjoy more prestige because it was the 
only national competition during the era 
when the league was split into provincial 
sections and the title then decided in a 
brief post-season play-off.

But for the last 20 years, DR Congo has now 
also had a proper national league, dominat-
ed by Mazembe from the southern Katanga 
province and their arch rivals from the 
capital – AS Vita Club and DCMP. Å

Reinforcement  
Latest Renaissance 
signing Bedi Mbenza is 
presented to the crowd.
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Inspire her passion. Use your Visa Card to purchase tickets 
to the FIFA Women’s World Cup™.

Every dream needs a kick-off.



A 
FIFA U-20 World Cup memorable for all 
sorts of reasons will, for its unlikely 
champions, forever be remembered as a 
historic and heroic breakthrough suc-
cess. Celebrating it as such will be fully 
justified, too, because this global title – 

the country’s first since independence – was as 
hard-earned as any in the competition’s history.

Serbia’s triumph was indebted to the spirit 
and steel of a group of players whose oft-
stressed motto – “one team with one heart” – 
was tested time and again. No-one should for-
get, for example, that their dramatic 2-1 final 
victory over Brazil, secured by Nemanja Mak-
simovic’s 118th-minute winner, was the fourth 
in which they had been taken to extra time. 
None of eventual winners’ knockout matches 
were settled within 90 minutes, in fact, with 
the tone having been set in the last 16, when 
they were seconds away from going out to 
 Hungary.

Serbia sparkle in New Zealand

Grabbing a last-gasp equaliser in that one, 
then winning it with ten men, had led coach 
Veljko Paunovic to boast of having “21 lions”. 
Similar subsequent triumphs over USA and 
Mali merely reinforced that proud conviction, 
with the resilience shown in their final, fairy 
tale win taken by the 37-year-old as the ulti-
mate proof. As Paunovic declared after beating 
Brazil: “The team that wanted most to win this 
trophy has won it.” Å

Stephen Sullivan

World champions! Serbia’s rising stars celebrate winning the most coveted trophy in their age bracket.

F I F A  U - 2 0  W O R L D  C U P

‘This is the one’, New Zealand 2015’s official slogan had proclaimed. 
And, for Serbia, it really was.

FINAL PLACINGS
1. Serbia
2. Brazil
3. Mali
4. Senegal

GOALS
154 (average of 2.96 per game)

TOP SCORERS
5 Goals: Viktor Kovalenko (Ukraine),  
Bence Mervo (Hungary)
4 Goals: Marc Stendera (Germany),  
Adama Traore (Mali), Andre Silva (Portugal), 
Hany Mukhtar (Germany)

AWARDS
adidas Golden Ball:  
Adama Traore (Mali)
adidas Golden Boot:  
Viktor Kovalenko (Ukraine)
adidas Golden Glove:  
Predrag Rajkovic (Serbia)
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C A N A D A 2 015

T
he bigger the achievement, the greater the joy, and with 
that in mind Australia held absolutely nothing back 
against Brazil in the Round of 16 of the FIFA Women’s 
World Cup™ last Sunday. Having lost their previous two 
encounters with the South Americans at the competition, 
those demons were well and truly exorcised via a historic 

1-0 win that made Alen Stajcic’s charges the first Australia team, 
male or female, to win a knockout match at the global show-
piece. “We’ve had so much support from the men that it wouldn’t 
be very nice to taunt them now,” joked Kyah Simon, the scorer 
of the winning goal. Elise Kellond-Knight, on the other hand, 
could not resist a little teasing, saying: “We’d already shown 
them how to win an Asian Cup; now they’ll know how to win a 
World Cup Round of 16 match. We’ve shown the way.”

Brazil unsettled
The final whistle was greeted with a euphoria usually reserved 
for champions and that was entirely understandable given that 
the Australians had successfully advanced from the group stage 
at the last two World Cups only to fall at the next hurdle. Brazil 
were their conquerors at China 2007, while four years ago in 
Germany it was the turn of Sweden to knock them out. As Emi-
ly van Egmond put it, “We had those bad memories in the back 
of our minds, but we tried not to think about them and to focus 
on our game.”

And this they duly did. The Matildas unsettled the South 
Americans from the off with their committed approach and 
willingness to go toe to toe. After the match, Brazil coach Vadao 
said: “It came down to a simple little thing: losing the ball in 
midfield. We controlled the match, especially in the second half, 
but we weren’t capable of finding an equaliser after conceding. 
Physically speaking, I felt as if we were one of the top teams in 
the tournament. Tactically, we also appeared to get things right. 
We just couldn’t find the goal we needed against Australia.”

Aussie eyes on the final
Australia are set to make a surprise appearance in the last eight of the FIFA Women’s World Cup in Canada. 

“We have no limits,” said defender Clare Polkinghorne. “Beating Brazil was just one step on the way.”

Heading confidently into the quarter-finals
The Matildas must now face Japan on 27 June, but Clare Polk-
inghorne already believes the title is an achievable aim: “We 
have no limits. We have talent in every department and real 
togetherness in the group. Beating Brazil was just one step on 
the way.” Å

Simon Massart, Vancouver

Homare Sawa’s last World Cup
“Don’t just dream your dreams – make them come 
true,” is Homare Sawa’s advice. At Germany 2011, the 
36-year -old not only captained Japan to the world 
title but was also named both player of the tourna-
ment and top goalscorer. A few months later she was 

chosen as FIFA Women’s World Player of the Year. 
Now she has reached the quarter -f inals of her sixth 
World Cup with the Nadeshiko thanks to a 2-1 win 
over the Netherlands, keeping alive Japan’s dreams 
of defending their title. What happens next is not yet 
clear to Sawa, “but I definitely don’t want to become 
a coach.”
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C A N A D A 2 015

For all the latest news from the FIFA Women’s 
World Cup Canada 2015™, visit  
http://www.fifa.com/womensworldcup

Round of 16 · 20 – 23 June
Match 37  China PR  Cameroon 1:0
Match 38  USA  Colombia 2:0
Match 39  Germany  Sweden 4:1
Match 40  France  Korea Republic 3:0
Match 41  Brazil  Australia 0:1
Match 42  Japan  Netherlands 2:1
Match 43  Norway  England 1:2
Match 44  Canada  Switzerland 1:0

Quarter-finals · 26 / 27 June
Match 45  China PR  USA
Match 46  Germany  France
Match 47  Australia  Japan
Match 48  England  Canada

Semi-finals · 30 June / 1 July
Match 49  Winner Match 45  Winner Match 46
Match 50  Winner Match 47  Winner Match 48

Match for third place · 4 July
Match 51  Loser Match 49   Loser Match 50

Final · 5 July
Match 52  Winner Match 49  Winner Match 50

Brazil defeated!  
Australia celebrate their 
1-0 Round-of-16 win and 

progression to the quarter -
finals, where world cham-

pions Japan lie in wait.
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P l a c e :  K o g e l o ,  K e n y a

Da t e :  4  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 2

T im e :  1 . 4 7  p . m .

Ph o t o g r a ph e r :  B e n  C u r t i s

First Love

AP/Keystone

20 T H E F I FA W E E K LY



21T H E F I FA W E E K LY



FOOTBALL
  FOR HOPE

To fi nd out more, visit the Sustainability section on FIFA.com.

Football for Hope is our global commitment to building a better future through football. To date, we have supported 
over 550 socially-responsible community projects that use football as a tool for social development, improving the lives 
and prospects of young people and their surrounding communities



T
elevision audiences for the FIFA Women’s World Cup Canada 
2015™ have surged in several territories during the group stage, 
as growing interest in the competition translates into record 

viewing figures in key markets. FIFA’s YouTube channel, which shows 
content such as pre-match line-up graphics and live streaming of 
team press conferences, is also well on its way to its best-ever month 
in terms of traffic – thanks to the Women’s World Cup.

More TV viewers tuned in to watch the United States as the group 
stage progressed, with 5 million fans enjoying Fox’s coverage of the 
Nigeria v USA match. This was the most-watched Women’s World Cup 
group stage match and a record football match figure for Fox. Host 
nation Canada has also achieved record figures. About 2.3 million 
watched Canada play New Zealand on CTV, TSN and RDS  – the 
 biggest Women’s World Cup TV audience in the country.

“We have had some great viewing figures so far, thanks to in-
creased interest in women’s football and promotion of the FIFA 
Women’s World Cup by our broadcast partners,” said Niclas Ericson, 
director of FIFA TV. “We have increased our investment in the pro-
duction for this edition of the event with more cameras per match 
delivering an unprecedented viewing experience for fans. We are 
optimistic that the positive trend in viewing figures will continue 
throughout the rest of the competition.”

Online, the FIFA YouTube channel has registered more than 
7.5 million views so far, with 15 million minutes of content from the 
competition enjoyed so far. The United States accounts for 35 percent 
of those views, with Canada (12 percent) and Japan (four percent) 
also showing an encouraging interest in online content from the 
competition. In other TV viewing figures, China’s match against New 
Zealand drew an audience of 3.9 million on CCTV5, higher than any 
Chinese figures recorded in 2011.

France has also seen consistently growing TV audiences, cul-
minating in a record audience for any programming for broadcaster 
W9 when 2.2 million viewers watched France play Mexico.

Japan’s clash with Cameroon drew an audience of 6.1 million 
viewers to FUJI TV, beating all figures from the 2007 and 2011 edi-
tions of the Women’s World Cup, apart from the 2011 final. Å

tfw

F I F A  T V P R E S I D E N T I A L  N O T E

Best wishes, Sepp Blatter

Women’s World Cup scores  
early record TV viewing

W
ho is the best player in history? It is a question that cannot  really 
be answered. Personally, two players in particular have always 
fascinated me: Alfredo di Stefano, the ingenious Real Madrid 

attacker, and Tostao, the elegant and lightning-quick centre forward 
from Brazil’s 1970 FIFA World Cup™ winning team. That Seleção side 
set new standards. Pele, Rivelino, Jairzinho and Carlos Alberto were 
the big stars but it was Tostao’s precision and ease on the ball that 
made them into the team of the century. The “white Pele” was a key 
figure in helping Brazil win the World Cup for a third time, thus 
 enabling them to keep the Jules Rimet Trophy permanently.

That legendary trophy no longer exists. It was stolen from a 
 display cabinet at the Brazilian Football Association headquarters in 
1983 and melted down by the thieves. Yet much remains from the 
1970 finals. It was at that World Cup 45 years ago that each team was 
allowed two substitutions per game for the first time, due to the 
 intense heat and altitude. It also marked the first time adidas pro-
duced a matchball, the Telstar, specifically for a World Cup. Thanks 
to satellite technology it was the first time matches could be watched 
around the globe – and in colour, another first. Fittingly, referees also 
had yellow and red cards at their disposal for the first time.

New ground was also broken in sporting terms: for the first time 
ever, four former world champions reached the last four. The second 
semi-final, in which Italy beat Germany 4-3 after extra time, when 
Franz Beckenbauer soldiered on to the very end with a broken shoul-
der and his arm in a bandage, is still considered the games of the 
century. However, my personal memories are inextricably linked to 
Tostao. The Belo Horizonte native was the kind of player who broad-
ened his horizon beyond the confines of a football pitch. He studied 
medicine and worked as a doctor after retiring from the game, and 
went on to write books and become one of the most  distinguished 
newspaper columnists in Brazil. In doing so he demonstrated in im-
pressive fashion that life is by no means over when the final whistle 
sounds.

The best team
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CHRONOLOGY OF A PARTY PIECE  
Barcelona’s Lionel Messi (left) nutmegs James Milner of Manchester City in the 
Champions League - leaving Bayern coach Pep Guardiola (far right) astonished. 

T H E N U T M E G

Close your legs!

B
ack in March, Barcelona and Manchester 
City battled it out for a place in the quar-
ter-finals of the UEFA Champions 
League. In the 38th minute of their sec-
ond-leg encounter at Camp Nou, Lionel 
Messi nutmegged James Milner with the 

smoothest of movements. The way in which he 
manoeuvred the ball between the legs of the 
lively English midfielder and left him high and 
dry was both very simple and utterly brilliant. 
The move was greeted with an astonished gasp 

STRAIGHT THROUGH THE MIDDLE  
Brazil’s Pele (left) is compelled to nutmeg  
his opponent.

A football match is usually planned as carefully  
as a chess game, yet amid all this meticulous  
preparation, the nutmeg stands alone as an  
expression of creative talent – and nobody can  
escape it, as Jordi Punti reports.

by Barça fans including Bayern Munich coach 
Pep Guardiola, who was present to watch his 
team’s next potential European opponents. The 
Argentinian’s stroke of genius prompted his 
former boss to throw his hands up in front of 
his face in astonishment and delight.

Choosing the right moment
The next day, pictures of the trick circulated 
around the globe as commentators described 
the nutmeg in their various languages: from 
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T H E N U T M E G

caño in Spanish and Tunnel in Germany to can-
eta in Portuguese and matanuki in Japanese. 
Although the trick remains the same the world 
over, each nation has found a different name 
for it. For some the word used means ’tunnel’, 
while for others it translates as ’bridge’. Some 
Catholic countries even call the move a ’cas-
sock’ to acknowledge the fact that it would not 
be possible to pull the same stunt on a priest in 
long robes, while in other areas the culinary 
term ’apron’ is used.

Messi’s nutmeg is a marvel that can be 
watched for hours simply because it was incor-
porated seamlessly into his play. Rather than 
playing to the gallery, the Argentinian conjures 
up the trick to allow him to continue his run. 
Such jawdropping moves are often performed 
instinctively, whether they are overhead kicks, 
backheels, one-two passes or stepovers. Al-
though it is clear that they can all be mastered 
with plenty of practice, and players generally 
seem to enjoy rehearsing them with their team-
mates, these party pieces are almost always 
deployed reflexively in a match situation. The 
rule is a simple one: if you don’t think about it 
you can do it, but if you think about it you can’t 
do it – and you lose the ball at the same time.

This intuition is born within a fraction of 
a second. The brain decides that a nutmeg is 
the best option for outsmarting the opposi-
tion and suddenly it happens as if by magic. 
If the technique is performed with the inten-
tion of making the opposing team’s player 
look ridiculous or merely to entertain the 
public without making a positive impact on 
the overall match, it becomes the footballing 
equivalent of a trick by basketball’s legend-
ary Harlem Globetrotters. The player is 
transformed into a juggler and the game be-
comes a circus spectacle. The provocation 
usually angers its target, making him feel 
like an object of ridicule and often prompt-
ing him to commit a foul.

These days such appealing images are 
often found grouped together in compilation 
videos that can be easily shared online and 
on social media. Some commentators also 
talk about the opponent’s humiliation in the 
search for the kind of dramatic resonance 
that would not look out of place in an action 
film – but the truth is much simpler. In fact, 
the many hundreds of examples of this 
move merely prove that it is part and parcel 
of the sport.

Let us return to the events of last season. 
Paris Saint-Germain faced Barcelona in the 
first leg of their Champions League quarter- 
final, a game Barça won 3-1. Luis Suarez scored 
twice in the match, with both goals resulting 
from a dribble during which the Uruguayan 
managed to nutmeg Brazil’s David Luiz. In 
this case, his feat can be considered as a door 
to a more complex playing style, centred 
around dribbling and determination for the 
first goal and encapsulating counterattacking 
football and strong finishing for the second.

Nutmegging on the street
Nobody knows who the first player was to 
nutmeg their opposite number in the course 
of a game, but one thing is clear: the trick is 
almost as old as the sport itself. In fact, the 
roots of such dribbling party pieces as back-
heels, one-two passes and stepovers can be 
traced back to street football. Whether play-
ing on gravel, asphalt or sand, a child learns 
every trick in the book when it comes to con-
trolling a ball. The Brazilians, who have long 
been synonymous with jogo bonito or ’the 
beautiful game’, are convinced that the jane-
linha, or nutmeg, is the invention of the great 
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Garrincha. According to legend, Garrincha 
took part in trials at Botafogo as a 19-year-old 
in 1953. It is said that he ushered the ball 
through the legs of A Seleção full-back Nilton 
Santos with his first touch, repeating the feat 
at the next available opportunity. At the end 
of the training session, Santos personally rec-
ommended to his coach that Garrincha be 
offered a contract.

The Brazilian legend perfectly embodies 
the idea that the nutmeg is an act of revenge 
for more diminutive players. Guiding the ball 
through an opponent’s legs to expose their 
weakness is instantly reminiscent of the 
mischievous pranks played by Tom and Jer-
ry. With “Close your legs!” being among the 
first phrases learned by the loftier members 
of a back line, there is no doubt that all the 
great defenders – from Pique to Hummels, 
from Carvalho to Kompany – have experi-
enced the sinking feeling of a ball rolling 
between their feet at one time or another. In 
modern-day football, where coaches plan 
matches as precisely and carefully as they 

Romario nutmegged  

Maradona, Dani A lves 

Cristiano Ronaldo,  

Chedjou Ibrahimovic, 

Marcos Senna Xavi, 

Rooney Yaya Toure, 

Busquets Adebayor…

E g g s ,  t u n n e l s ,  n u t s  a n d  5 0  c e n t s

F
ootball is a universal language that can 
be understood by everyone, even if the 
game is interpreted differently in diverse 
cultures. A goal is always a goal wherever 
it is scored, although celebrations may 
vary, so it is primarily in spoken language 

that cultural differences truly emerge. One ex-
ample is the ‘nutmeg’, the art of playing the 
ball through an opponent’s legs, and diverse 
metaphors are employed across the globe to 
describe it.

There are numerous explanations as to the 

origin of the term ‘nutmeg’, as the trick is 
known in many English-speaking countries. 
One theory is that stems from nutmeg mer-
chants, who would try to slip other types of 
nuts into their customers’ purchases. It is also 
claimed that ‘nutmeg’ is a euphemism for the 

defender’s testicles, which suffer when he clos-
es his legs to try to avoid being nutmegged. 
There are derivations of the word in Australia 
and Kenya, where it is called ‘nutty’ and ‘cho-
bo’ respectively.

Several European countries use terms relat-

ed to tunnels or bridges: in France it is ‘petit 
pont’, in Spain it is ‘cano’ and in Germany it is 
‘tunnel’, while Sweden and Denmark use simi-

lar imagery to the latter. In the Netherlands 
the nutmeg is referred to as a ‘door’, in Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia it is known as a ‘bridge’ (‘ko-
bry’), and in Brazil the word ‘ janelinha’ means 

‘little window’. In Cantonese the ball ‘passes 
through a ditch’, a similar expression to the 
Peruvian ‘huaca’, which means ‘the furrow a 
plough makes in a field’.

The moniker used in some Arabic nations 
focuses on the ball as it passes through an op-
ponent’s legs; in this case a ‘nutmeg’ is called 
an ‘egg’. In Lebanon and Morocco this trans-

lates as ‘bayda’, in Tunisia as ‘adma’ and in 
Libya as ‘dahya’. The South Korean version is 
in a similar vein, with the word ‘alggagi’ mean-
ing ‘to peel an egg’.

Another recurring metaphor plays on the 
skill required to pull off the trick. In Israel the 
Hebrew word ‘hashkhala’ means to thread the 
eye of a needle, whereas in Romania ‘urechi’ 
refers to the eye of a needle itself.

The semantic field of clothing also features reg-
ularly. In Catalan a ‘nutmeg’ is known as ‘Sotana’ 
or ‘Soutane’, meaning ‘a priest’s cassock’, while 
Greek and Hungarian follow a similar tangent 
with ‘podia’ and ‘koteny’ respectively translating 
as ‘apron’. The Portuguese even go for ‘under-
pants’ with the word ‘cueca’.

In Ukraine a ‘nutmeg’ is known as ‘25 kopiyok’, 
or ‘25 cents’, referring to the amount a player has 
to pay the opponent who nutmegged him. Curren-
cy is also the imagery of choice in Malaysia and 
Singapore, although there the fine for falling vic-
tim to the trick is 50 cents, or ‘50 sen’.

Jordi Punti

T H E  N U T M E G

WHEN STARS 
COLLIDE  
Zinedine Zidane 
(l. France) 
nutmegs Kaka 
(Brazil).
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would approach a game of chess, the nutmeg 
is an expression of creative talent, and no-
body can avoid it, not even the world’s most 
skilled players.

At the start of this report, we recalled 
how Messi nutmegged Milner and how the 
images of this moment were beamed around 
the globe, but the Englishman is not the only 
one to suffer this fate. Among the many play-
ers to have been outwitted in this way by the 
Argentinian are Fernandinho, Kroos, Marce-
lo, Arda Turan, Silva and Xabi Alonso.

Conversely, Fiorentina midfielder Milan 
Badelj can claim to have inflicted the same 
embarrassment on Messi during an interna-
tional game between Argentina and Croatia, 
proving that each and every player must 
swallow this bitter pill at some point. These 
days YouTube offers a large archive of recent 
and historic nutmegs, including the after-
noon Pele outfoxed Franz Beckenbauer with 
the move. The platform is also home to  
other exceptional examples: Romario once 
nutmegged Maradona, while Dani Alves 

managed the same thing against Cristiano 
Ronaldo. When Cameroonian Aurelien Ched-
jou was still playing for Lille, he confounded 
the enormous Zlatan Ibrahimovic with this 
notorious trick, drawing a wry smile of ac-
knowledgement from the Swede. Marcos 
Senna slotted the ball between Xavi’s legs, 
Rooney did it to Yaya Toure, Busquets to 
Adebayor, Ballack to Cesc Fabregas… the list 
goes on.

Of course, the most effective nutmegs of 
all are those that ultimately lead to a goal, 
while the most attractive are those combined 
with other dribbling tricks such as a back-
heel nutmeg, when the ball carrier has his 
back to his opponent, or one on the run that 
comes straight from a stepover. The most 
stunning example of all is a nutmeg played 
straight from a cola de vaca, an artful trick 
in which the player turns while dragging the 
ball with him in a semi-circle using the  inside 
of the foot.

It is impossible to say which player is best 
known for nutmegging their opponents. 

T H E N U T M E G

While Maradona has many remarkable 
 examples to his name and Juan Roman 
 Riquelme once even managed a double nut-
meg, Brazilians Ronaldinho and Ronaldo are 
perhaps the best exponents of this particu-
lar technique. When watching video clips of 
the pair, the ease with which they executed 
the trick soon becomes apparent, as if they 
experience football on another plane to the 
rest of us. As long as there are players of this 
calibre – and kids on dusty streets who 
 continue to discover the joy of executing a 
perfect nutmeg – the beautiful game will 
 remain a wonderful spectacle. Å

MASTER  
ON THE BALL  
Real Madrid’s 
Cristiano Ronaldo 
(left) outwits 
Malaga’s Marcos 
Algeleri with a 
backheel in the 
Primera Division.
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F R E E  K I C K S P O T L I G H T  O N

GENERAL  
INFORMATION

Country:

El Salvador 

FIFA Trigramme:

SLV

Continent:

Central America

Capital:

San Salvador

GEOGRAPHIC  
INFORMATION

Surface area:

21,040 km²

Highest point:

Ilamatepec 2,381 m

Neighbouring seas and oceans:

Pacific Ocean

MEN’S FOOTBALL
FIFA Ranking:

89th

World Cup:

2 Appearances  

1970, 1982

Best performance:

Group stage

WOMEN’S FOOTBALL
FIFA Ranking:

100th

World Cup:

no appearances

LATEST RESULTS
Men’s:

El Salvador - St. Kitts and Nevis 4:1  

16 June 2015

Women’s:

El Salvador - Costa Rica 0:4  

22 May 2014

FIFA INVESTMENTS
Since 2001:

$ 4,552,838

A
s a child, Rudi was told that journalists 
under pressure can sometimes make 
careless mistakes. He has since grown up 

and become a member of the press corps 
himself, just as his father advised when he 
told him: “That way your ship will always sail 
on calm waters, my son.”

Those waters ceased to be calm long ago as 
a proverbial storm continues to rage in the 
print sector, and Rudi does not thrive on the 
pressure he now finds himself under. To add 
insult to injury, telephone calls do not always 
work out as he might have hoped: protagonists 
are difficult to reach and informants continu-
ally contradict themselves. Nevertheless, when 
a report is finished and he hears his colleagues’ 
approving murmurs of “wow, great story” in 
their editorial meeting, it helps lift his spirits 
a little and even helps him to feel justified in 
writing the article in the first place.

This is particularly true at weekends, a 
time when journalists deserve particular sym-
pathy. After all, it is not easy to form clear 
thoughts in stuffy newspaper offices when you 
know your friends are enjoying a barbecue at 
the beach while you pace the empty hallways 
waiting for phone calls that are never returned 
and drinking bitter filter coffee. All of this 
makes the task in hand a tough one.

For all these reasons and more besides, 
Rudi has now accepted an internal transfer – 
voluntarily, as he makes clear in every bit of 

small talk around the office watercooler  – 
which means Rudi the business reporter is now 
Rudi the sports reporter. “You can’t get much 
wrong in a football stadium,” his chief editor 
told him in a one-to-one meeting. “When the 
players refuse to talk to the media after a de-
feat, you can just write about what happened 
on the pitch if need be.”

With that, Rudi’s ship has returned to 
calmer waters, and he has even launched a blog 
with a catchy slogan. His father would have 
been proud of him; “no panic on the Titanic” 
were the words he used whenever the dogs 
started barking at home. Although things have 
a tendency to get a little frantic at the local 
football club whenever things are not going to 
plan, Rudi simply sits calmly in the press area, 
typing up his account of the events out on 
pitch on his laptop. In that moment he hears 
that murmur in his ear once more – “wow, great 
 story”. Å

Alan Schweingruber

Calmer waters
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T H E  I N T E R V I E W

Do you feel that the art of goalkeeping has 
evolved over the last few years?

Fabien Barthez: Not particularly. There are 
a lot of keepers in Europe’s major leagues who 
aren’t very good with their feet, for example. 
The likes of Manuel Neuer, Thibault Courtois 
and Hugo Lloris all play pretty high up but 
most keepers still lack depth in their game. 
We’re almost going backwards. In the 1980s 
keepers had to be big. They had to take up as 
much space in the goal as possible, and we’ve 
gone back to that a little bit. Obviously, for me 
personally, that’s not how I see the job of 
goalkeeping. I think it’s a little bit more 
important than that.

Manuel Neuer played a big part in Germa-
ny’s FIFA World Cup™ win. Were you sur-
prised he didn’t win the FIFA Ballon d’Or?

It didn’t really surprise me. The fact is 
that goalkeepers are always in the back-
ground. They’re not in the limelight that 
much. I’ve often heard coaches saying that to 
build a team you need a good keeper and a 
good striker and that you create everything 
else around them. Coaches aside, though, it’s 
not a position that gets that much recogni-
tion. Keepers have been undervalued for as 
long as people have been playing football. 
Think about it – when kids have a kickabout, 
it’s always the worst players who go in goal.

Don’t tell us that’s how you started out.
No, I was a decent outfield player, and I’m 

not being big-headed about it. I’m just talking 
in general. In the 1980s and 90s, you didn’t 
have goalkeeping coaches, which also says a lot 
about the lack of recognition the position has 
always suffered from. But that’s the way it is! 
People prefer the guys who score goals to the 
ones who stop them. It’s more entertaining.

Which of today’s keepers do you admire?
I like Hugo Lloris a lot, and not just as a 

goalkeeper. I like him as a person too. Then 
there’s Thibaut Courtois. To my mind, he’s 
the goalkeeping great of the future. And I 
think he’ll maintain that status for a few 
years too.

Who did you dream of emulating when you 
were young?

Joel Bats (France keeper from 1983 to 
1989). He was a left-footer like me, and he 
was very neat and tidy in everything he did. 
He came out a lot too at set-pieces. He was 
always my role model.

Is there one match that you’re especially 
proud of from your career?

The UEFA EURO 2000 semi-final against 
Portugal is among my happiest memories. It 
was a very intense match and the pressure 
was really on. The game went into extra 
time and Zinedine Zidane scored a golden 
goal. Then there was the 1998 World Cup 
Final and the 1993 Champions League final 
with Olympique Marseille. There were quite 
a few nice games.

Did you feel invincible with Laurent Blanc, 
Marcel Desailly, Lilian Thuram and Bixente 
Lizarazu in front of you?

It wasn’t so much invincibility as feeling 
at ease. We really worked well together. 
That was our strength. We read each other’s 
games and we knew exactly how each of us 
played.

Which forwards gave you the biggest problems?
Pauleta and Ronaldo. On the internation-

al scene it was more or less equal, but it was 
a different story at club level. I remember 

two very painful games for Manchester 
United against Real Madrid in the Champi-
ons League quarter-final in 2003 where 
Ronaldo really hurt me.

You’re a racing driver now. What are the 
things you’ve learned from football that have 
helped you at the wheel?

As an elite sportsman, I’m able to listen 
and I’m grounded. They’re the kind of 
attributes you need to perform when you 
play a sport. And there are reflexes and 
anticipation too, of course.

Would you describe yourself as an adrena-
line junkie?

No, I’m a junkie for all the good things 
life has to offer. I’m a pleasure-seeker. I live 
the moment to the max.

What do Barthez the driver and Barthez the 
goalkeeper have in common?

They both take calculated risks. I 
thought about every dribble I went on in the 
penalty area and the same was true every 
time I ventured outside the box. I never did 
things just to entertain and its the same 
with motor racing. Then there’s the passion 
of it all.

Does one hold sway over the other?
Yes. Driving is a huge passion of mine 

but football comes first. Football is my life. Å

Fabien Barthez was  
speaking to Baptiste Dubosc

Fabien Barthez helped to define an entire era in French football. The charismatic 
 keeper was the last line of defence for a France side that became world and European 
champions. Barthez has since turned his attention to motorsport. “I never did things 

just to entertain and it’s the same with motor racing. Then there’s the passion of it all.”

“Driving is a huge passion of mine. 
Football is my life”
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Name
Fabien Barthez
Date and place of birth
28 June 1971,  
Lavelanet, France
Position
Goalkeeper
Clubs played for
1990-1992 Toulouse
1992-1995, 2003-2006 Marseille
1995-2000 Monaco
2000-2003 Manchester United
2006-2007 Nantes
France national team
1994-2006, 87 caps
Major honours
UEFA Champions League winner 1993
French Ligue 1 champion 1997, 2000
World champion 1998
European champion 2000
IFFHS World's Best Goalkeeper 2000
English Premier League champion 2001, 2003
World Cup runner-up 2006
Motorsport highlights
Le Mans 2014 (27th place, Ferrari 458)
FIA GT Series 2013 (1st place, Gentlemen Trophy)
French GT Championship 2012 (7th place)
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M I R R O R  I M A G E

T H E N
Melbourne, Australia
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M I R R O R  I M A G E

N O W

2014

Hands and feet II

Buenos Aires, Argentina
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N E T Z E R  K N O W S ! Q U O T E S  O F  T H E  W E E K

What have you a lways wanted to know about footbal l? 
A sk Gunter Net zer : feedback-theweek ly@ f i fa .org

“My family always sticks by me.”

Germany’s Celia Sasic, who also has  
a French passport thanks to her mother,  

ahead of the 2015 FIFA Women’s World Cup™ 
quarter-final against France.

“At the star t , everyone expected  

us to get trounced f ive, six,  

seven-nil in every game,  

but the team bat t led and now  

everyone is tuning in.  

I can promise you no one in Dakar  

is asleep r ight now!”

Joseph Koto (Senegal coach) after making  
the 2015 FIFA U20 World Cup™ semifinals.

“Normally I would opt for the pass,  

but the manager and my teammates 

have told me to take more shots.”

England defender Lucy Bronze on her goal  
in the 2-1 win against Norway.

“I wasn’t feeling conf ident  

because of my boots. It wasn’t  

about me, it was about the team.  

It was perhaps one of the best  

decisions of my career.”

Lothar Matthäus talking to German sports 
magazine kicker about the fact the German opted 

not to take the penalty that won the 1990 FIFA 
World Cup final against Argentina.

“ Your mum helped the ball over  

the line af ter it hit the post .”

Alex Greenwood (England midfielder) to teammate 
Fran Kirby, who lost her mother aged just 14.

I 
really think Germany will play a major role 
at all major tournaments in the future and 
that’s because the country boasts an abun-

dance of footballing talent.
It wasn’t long ago that German football 

was in a bad way. The building of and invest-
ment in a professional youth set-up had been 
ignored, and at the end of the 1990s people 
suddenly questioned why, unlike in France or 
the Netherlands, the country had stopped 
producing good young players. Looking back, 
ours was an almost arrogant attitude.

German football is a premium product 
again and much of the credit for that goes to 
Gerhard Mayer-Vorfelder, who as German 
Football Association president implemented 
the required reforms in 2001. Money was 
ploughed into promoting young talent ac-
cording to a structured concept that gave 
fantastic support to the players, and now 
Germany will always boast a pool of talented 
footballers. Whereas we used to bemoan a 
lack of top-class talent, these days the 
 German national team can replace quality 
with quality, and squads of every age group 
have an above-average level of strength in 

depth. What pleases me most as a German is 
that we’ve managed to shed our reputation 
for dull, efficient football. Under Jogi Löw, 
 Germany now play attacking football that’s 
both tactically and technically sound. And 
after winning the 2014 FIFA World Cup™, you 
don’t hear those tiresome clichés anymore. 
Löw has achieved much more that just ‘doing 
things correctly’.

The work of Pep Guardiola is also some-
thing that shouldn’t be underestimated, 
 because it isn’t just Bayern Munich that are 
playing in his style; the other Bundesliga 
clubs are following suit. He’s a coach whose 
idea of playing is a celebration of modern 
football at the highest level, which is fantastic 
to see. Å

Germany’s glory years  
are here to stay

A career winding down: Gunter Netzer in the blue and white of Grasshopper Club Zurich in 1977.
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In Turning Point , personali t ies re f lec t on a decisive 
moment in their l ives .

T U R N I N G  P O I N T

Name
Mats Gren
Date and place of birth
20 December 1963, Falun, Sweden
Position
Defender
Clubs played for
1982–1984 Falu BS
1984–1985 IFK Goteborg
1985–2000 Grasshopper Club Zurich
Clubs coached
2005–2006 FC Vaduz
2009–2011 Vejle BK
2012–2014 Jonkopings Sodra IF
Major honours
Swiss champion 1990, 1991, 1995, 1996, 1998
Swiss Cup winner 1988, 1989, 1990, 1994
National team Sweden
1984–1992, 23 caps

I 
don’t think I’ll ever forget my first game 
for a foreign club: it was 9 November 1985. 
Three days earlier I’d played for IFK Gote-
borg against Fenerbahce in the European 
Cup in Istanbul. I travelled to Zurich im-
mediately afterwards, had one training 

session with my new club Grasshoppers and 
then played my first game. It was a cup tie 
against Young Boys Bern.

You always imagine your debut going a 
certain way. You want to play well, win the 
game and even score – that goes for strikers 
especially. But I couldn’t have imagined it 
going so well even in my wildest dreams. In 
the 15th minute I put us 1-0 up with a header 
from a cross, and three minutes later I scored 
my second from 25 yards. Shortly before the 
break I completed my hat-trick after finish-
ing on the rebound. Just before the final 
whistle I crowned it all off with a fourth to 
give us a 5-2 victory. 

The match made a lot of waves and the 
Scandinavian media even picked up on it. I 
was the only Swede to have achieved some-
thing like that. I’m still asked about that 
game to this day and it will always connect 
me to Grasshoppers. I actually went to Swit-
zerland hoping it would be a springboard to 
a stronger league and to see more of the 
world. I’d already signed on with Borussia 

Dortmund, but then I got injured and missed 
the European Championship. I subsequently 
terminated my contract with the club by 
 mutual consent, as it was just too risky for 
me. I probably wouldn’t have played in Dort-
mund. Some time later Rolf Fringer wanted 
to sign me for VfB Stuttgart but my personal 
circumstances at the time were difficult as I 
was in the middle of getting divorced. I also 
remained in Zurich because I didn’t want to 
leave my children behind. I ended up staying 
at the club for 14 years. 

Of course I sometimes ask myself what 
might have happened if I hadn’t got injured, 
where I might have ended up or what I might 
have achieved in the Bundesliga. But I have 
no regrets. I made my own decisions and 
that’s fine by me. Å

Mats Gren was speaking to  
Sarah Steiner

Swedish defender Mats Gren 
 scored four goals on his debut  
for Grasshoppers Zurich in a 
match that has remained with 
him to this day.

“I couldn’t have 
imagined it even 
in my wildest 
dreams”
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1 Germany 0 1775

2 Belgium 1 1509

3 Argentina -1 1496

4 Colombia 0 1435

5 Brazil 0 1392

6 Netherlands 0 1378

7 Portugal 0 1229

8 Uruguay 0 1183

9 France 2 1164

10 Spain 0 1147

11 Switzerland -2 1146

12 Romania 0 1115

13 Italy 0 1101

14 Costa Rica 1 1056

15 England -1 1051

16 Czech Republic 2 1036

17 Slovakia 2 1012

18 Croatia -1 992

19 Chile -3 989

20 Austria 5 946

21 Algeria -1 941

22 Wales -1 929

23 Mexico -1 926

24 Côte d’Ivoire -1 916

25 Greece -1 899

26 Russia 1 833

27 USA 1 823

28 Scotland 2 818

29 Tunisia 2 808

29 Denmark 0 808

31 Ecuador 3 806

32 Bosnia and Herzegovina 0 802

32 Poland 3 802

34 Ghana -8 800

35 Ukraine -2 784

36 Senegal 0 782

37 Iceland 1 769

38 Cape Verde Islands -1 746

39 Sweden 0 737

40 Israel 6 725

41 Iran -1 717

42 Hungary 1 685

43 Nigeria 2 681

44 Northern Ireland -2 676

45 Guinea -4 673

45 Serbia -1 673

47 Congo 2 666

48 Slovenia -1 653

49 Cameroon -1 641

50 Equatorial Guinea 11 635

51 Albania 6 624

52 Japan -2 623

52 Mali 4 623

54 Panama -1 597

55 Egypt -4 596

56 Congo DR -2 591

57 Turkey -5 590

58 Korea Republic -1 587

59 Gabon -4 583

60 Republic of Ireland 2 581

61 Peru 2 546

62 Bulgaria 5 537

63 Australia 1 532

64 Norway 6 528

65 Jamaica 9 524

66 Burkina Faso 0 520

67 Trinidad and Tobago -2 519

68 Zambia -8 517

69 South Africa -10 515

70 Montenegro 5 513

71 Uganda 0 504

72 Venezuela -3 497

73 United Arab Emirates -5 496

74 Uzbekistan -2 479

75 Honduras 1 462

76 Haiti 3 442

77 Togo 3 438

78 Finland 0 410

79 China PR 3 409

80 Belarus 3 400

81 Mozambique 5 391

82 Latvia 3 390

83 Sierra Leone 5 387

84 Armenia -7 383

85 Paraguay -4 382

86 Iraq 0 381

87 Cyprus 9 377

88 Angola 1 374

89 Bolivia 3 371

89 El Salvador -5 371

91 Estonia 2 370

92 Morocco -2 369

93 Guatemala -3 348

94 Rwanda -21 346

95 Malawi 2 345

96 Lithuania 4 341

97 Qatar 2 334

98 Saudi Arabia -3 329

99 Ethiopia 2 324

100 FYR Macedonia 5 321

101 Oman -4 319

102 Faroe Islands 0 318

103 Jordan 0 316

104 Antigua and Barbuda 2 313

105 Namibia 9 303

106 Bahrain 2 299

107 Cuba 2 295

108 Sudan 3 292

109 Canada 6 290

110 Benin -16 289

111 Botswana -7 285

112 St Vincent and the Grenadines -2 279

113 Madagascar 37 278

114 St Kitts and Nevis -2 275

115 Azerbaijan 1 272

116 Dominican Republic 2 257

117 Niger 2 251

118 Palestine 23 242

119 Zimbabwe 4 238

119 Libya -7 238

121 Syria 4 234

122 Lesotho -1 226

123 Kenya -6 220

124 Moldova -4 219

125 Kuwait 1 218

126 Bermuda 2 217

127 Vietnam -3 215

127 Tanzania -20 215

129 Thailand 13 207

129 Liechtenstein -2 207

131 Luxembourg 6 201

132 Barbados -2 196

133 Kazakhstan 1 195

134 Burundi -12 194

135 Lebanon 9 188

136 St Lucia -5 186

137 Philippines 0 183

138 New Zealand 6 180

139 Georgia 0 173

139 Tajikistan 4 173

141 Central African Republic 3 161

141 India 6 161

143 Myanmar 15 160

144 Curaçao 4 159

145 Malta 4 154

146 Timor-Leste 5 151

146 Korea DPR 10 151

148 Liberia -16 149

149 Mauritania -20 146

150 Suriname 5 141

151 Aruba -15 138

151 Afghanistan -16 138

151 Nicaragua 3 138

154 Singapore 8 136

155 Guinea-Bissau -23 131

155 Indonesia 4 131

155 Belize 4 131

158 Guyana 5 129

159 Bhutan 4 128

160 Gambia -3 124

160 Grenada 11 124

162 Swaziland 14 121

M E N ’ S  W O R L D  R A N K I N G

 Rank Team +/- Points

162 Malaysia 4 121

164 Hong Kong 5 118

165 Yemen 3 117

166 Bangladesh 3 116

167 Puerto Rico 0 114

168 Dominica -3 112

169 New Caledonia 6 111

170 Pakistan 3 106

171 US Virgin Islands 3 104

172 Chad -20 100

173 Turkmenistan -14 99

174 Guam 2 97

175 Laos 3 94

176 Mauritius 9 90

177 Kyrgyzstan -24 89

178 Maldives -38 86

178 Cambodia 1 86

178 Chinese Taipei 1 86

181 Montserrat -9 74

182 Tahiti 3 71

183 Nepal -2 70

184 Brunei Darussalam -2 69

185 Macau -2 66

186 Sri Lanka 2 64

187 Seychelles 2 60

188 São Tomé e Príncipe 2 58

189 Cayman Islands 2 48

190 Comoros -5 44

190 Solomon Islands 2 44

192 San Marino 2 40

193 Turks and Caicos Islands -10 33

194 British Virgin Islands 4 29

195 Fiji 1 28

196 Bahamas 2 26

197 South Sudan -4 24

198 Samoa -2 21

199 Mongolia 1 19

200 Vanuatu -5 17

200 Tonga 1 17

202 Papua New Guinea 0 13

203 American Samoa 0 12

204 Andorra 0 8

204 Eritrea 0 8

206 Somalia 0 6

207 Djibouti 0 4

207 Cook Islands 0 4

209 Anguilla 0 2

http://www.fifa.com/worldranking/index.html

 Rank Team +/- Points  Rank Team +/- Points  Rank Team +/- Points

Leader
Moves into top ten
Moves out of top ten
Matches played in total
Most matches played
Biggest move by points
Biggest move by ranks
Biggest drop by points
Biggest drop by ranks

Germany (unchanged)
France (9th, up 2)
Switzerland (11th, down 2)
44
Madagascar, Namibia (6 matches each)
Madagascar (up 122 points)
Madagascar (up 37 ranks)
Rwanda (down 128 points)
Maldives (down 38 ranks)

Last updated:
4 June 2015
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The objective of Sudoku is to fill a 9x9 grid with digits so that each of the  
numbers from 1 to 9 appears exactly once in each column, row and 3x3 sub-grid.
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