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  Ghana’s godsend: Kevin-Prince Boateng 

Long considered a player of extraordinary talent, Boateng was 
pencilled in as a future cornerstone of the German national team, 
only for his path to take an unexpected fork. What is he like as a 
person? And just how much of Africa is in Boateng, who now plays 
for Ghana? We visited the charismatic Schalke midfi elder at home 
in Dusseldorf and got to know him in a different light.

 17   Champions League in sight for Legia Warsaw
Five matchdays before the end of the preliminary round in the Polish 
league, Legia have a fi ve-point lead at the top of the standings. 
Only lifting the title again will satisfy the defending champions on 

their way to representing Poland in Europe’s premier club competition.

 2 2   The debate: Sports associations’ social duties
How much social and cultural responsibility do sports associations 
have? FIFA President Sepp Blatter has a clear opinion on the matter 
and offers insightful statistics: “FIFA invests US$550,000 in social 
projects every day.”

 25 
  What is Southampton’s owner up to?

The Premier League may be a man’s world, but Switzerland’s 
Katharina Liebherr is in charge of a club in England’s top fl ight - the 
only woman in such a position. With many fans wondering what her 
plans for Southampton are, we visited the city to dig a little deeper.

 29   Top 11: Football’s finest colours
From Liverpool’s red and Celtic’s green through to St. Pauli’s brown, 
The FIFA Weekly names the game’s best hues and explores their 
(occasionally royal) origins.

 36   Netzer on coaching
What qualities does a modern tactician need? “The staff around 
him make a huge contribution to a team’s success,” says Gunter 
Netzer in his column. “But it’s up to the coach to make the most of 
their expertise.”

 37   Christian Vieri: The two-time immigrant
Vieri moved to Sydney, Australia with his parents as a three year-old, 
only to return to Italy 11 years later and embark on an impressive 
football career, going on to score nine times for the Squadra 
Azzurra in as many World Cup matches.
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FIFA World Cup
12 June to 13 July 2014, Brazil

U-20 Women’s World Cup
5 to 24 August 2014, Canada

FIFA Club World Cup
10 to 20 December 2014, Morocco

Youth Olympic Football  
Tournament
15 to 27 August 2014, Nanjing

Ghana calling
The FIFA Weekly met 
Kevin-Prince Boateng in 
Dusseldorf on 12 March 
2014. The cover portrait 
was captured at the start 
of our photo shoot in the 
chic surroundings of the 
hotel bar. The other 
images of Boateng (from 
page 6) were taken on 
the roof of the building.

Kaizer Chiefs
Tsepo Masilela (in yellow) 
and Co aim to retain the 
title in South Africa

Miroslav Radovic
Poised for the title  
with Legia Warsaw

Kevin-Prince Boateng
Second World Cup quest 
with Ghana

Christian Vieri
A life-changing  
decision at 14
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U N C O V E R E D

Thomas Renggli

O
ut of Africa, and now back again. Kevin-
Prince Boateng was born in Berlin-Wed-
ding in 1987 and played for Hertha BSC 
and Reinickendorfer Fuchse at youth lev-
el. The latter bears as close a resemblance 
to Ghana as Mount Kilimanjaro does to 

Berlin’s Kreuzberg district, yet the German-born 
midfielder still made the choice to represent one 
of the most promising national teams on the 
 African continent. The son of a German mother 
and a Ghanaian father, Boateng chose to pledge 
his allegiance to his paternal homeland in 2009, 
a change he made despite consistently represent-
ing Germany at youth level and having had little 
exposure to his West African “homeland” before 
his 23rd birthday. 

But once FIFA had given him the go-ahead, 
he made his debut for Ghana against Latvia on 

5 June 2010 before playing a key role at the 
World Cup in South Africa, in central midfield 
as a replacement for the injured Michael Es-
sien. In the final match of the group stages 
Boateng faced a Germany side containing his 
half brother Jerome, the first time that two 
brothers had been on opposing sides at a 
World Cup.

However, it was for their performances 
rather than the unprecedented “family affair” 
that Ghana hit the headlines, the Black Stars 
winning their second round match against USA 
thanks to a Boateng goal. They subsequently 
lost the quarter-final penalty shoot-out against 
Uruguay, but in the process became the third 
African side after Cameroon in 1990 and Sene-
gal in 2002 to reach the last eight of the global 
showpiece. 

Boateng and the Ghanaians have also 
 qualified for this summer’s World Cup finals in 

Brazil, where they will line up against some of 
the same teams they faced four years ago after 
 being drawn in a group with Portugal, USA and 
Germany.

Kevin-Prince Boateng might look like he 
belongs in a hip-hop video or is on his way to 
meet a gang in the Bronx, but the midfield 
maestro is a national hero in Ghana. And hav-
ing kept Brazilian wizard Ronaldinho out of 
the side at AC Milan, Boateng is hoping that 
Schalke’s long wait for a Bundesliga title will 
soon come to an end – the Gelsenkirchen outfit 
last lifted the shield back in 1958. The FIFA 
Weekly editor Alan Schweingruber visited 
Boateng at his home in Dusseldorf and found 
the superstar to be a friendly and fresh-faced 
individual ready and willing to take on any 
 opponent – even if it is his own brother. Å

From Reinickendorf to Ghana  

Midair acrobatics Kevin-Prince Boateng clashes with Uruguayan Andres Scotti in the 2010 World Cup quarter-final, which Ghana lost on penalties.Th
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K E V I N - P R I N C E  B O A T E N G

Ghana’s Prince 

On the 
right 
track
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Name
Kevin-Prince Boateng
Date and place of birth
6 March 1987, Berlin, Germany
Position
Midfielder
Honours
Championship title with AC Milan  
in 2010/2011 
Reached World Cup quarter-final  
in 2010 
Clubs played for
Hertha Berlin, Tottenham,  
Dortmund (loan), Portsmouth,  
AC Milan, Schalke 04
Ghana national team
11 caps, 2 goals

Larger than life German-Ghanaian 
Kevin-Prince Boateng at a two-hour 
photo shoot in Düsseldorf last week. 
“I feel increasingly Ghanaian,” he said. 
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K E V I N - P R I N C E  B O A T E N G

By Alan Schweingruber (text) and 
Thomas Schweigert (images) in Düsseldorf

A
fricans and Berliners have one 
thing in common: they can speak 
as quickly as others can think. 
Thankfully, The FIFA Weekly 
has brought recording equip-
ment to the interview, but sud-
denly the device goes on strike, 
constantly switching itself into 
sleep mode. The half-German, 
half-Ghanaian Kevin-Prince 
Boateng is already in full flow, 
speaking tremendously fast as 

he explains all about himself and his club, 
when he looks at the device and laughs. Despite 
having already been a powerhouse for AC Milan 
for three years before moving to Schalke 04 to 
fulfil the same role, he still looks young. Some-
how, you imagine the leader of a top team to 
look more mature, perhaps with a couple of 
lines on his face. His laidback manner is part 
of what gives him this youthful air. Glancing 
again at the recording device, he says: “It’s no 
problem; we’ll just keep tapping on the screen 
and it’ll get going again.”

The darkened hotel lounge in Dusseldorf is 
almost empty, and outside the sun is shining. 
Boateng sits casually on the sofa and orders 
himself a bottle of water. He is wearing black 
leather trousers and a t-shirt with a picture of 
two dogs’ heads on it. His baseball cap sits cas-
ually atop his head and, combined with his 
small moustache and numerous tattoos, it 

makes for an edgy, well composed and unique 
look. In passing, the 27-year-old explains that 
he would like to focus his energies elsewhere 
once his football career is over. “I’ve always 
been interested in fashion. I want to develop as 
a person and open my mind to new things. I 
want to keep pressing on.” His thoughts are 
structured, and in that respect, Boateng speaks 
like he plays: directly and quickly. 

Addicted to water 
There are athletes whose talk of opening their 
minds, developing themselves or pressing on 
can sound rehearsed, but in Boateng’s case the 
words have a different impact – they sound 
genuine. He speaks with an intensity that 
makes it difficult for the listener to doubt him, 
powers of persuasion that probably stood him 
in good stead in recent years. What with the 
threat of a court case for criminal damage 
 after a visit to a nightclub, the serious foul in 
the FA Cup that put Michael Ballack out of the 
2010 World Cup and separating from his wife 
and small son, all of which took place between 
2009 and 2011, the former ’talent of the century’ 
became increasingly reminiscent of a wounded 
boxer who scores good points in the opening 
rounds of a fight before being pummelled with 
a series of juicy left hooks. But Boateng is still 
standing and the triumph is still there for the 
taking, if he can just has to stay on his feet.

The waiter hurries away and Boateng 
reaches for a glass of water. He drinks ten litres 
of the stuff every day, gulping the first litre as 
soon as he gets up and the last two before 
 going to bed at night. His life has changed 
 significantly since those dark days, and he 
now enjoys a healthy lifestyle. “If I had to give 
an excuse for what happened in the past, it 
would be that I was not aware of the full 
 impact of some of my actions. Maybe it was 
stupid to think that I wasn’t that well known. 
I was young, so although I was an idol to kids, 
I still had idols of my own. But I have always 
been me. I put a lot of obstacles in my own 
path during that time.”

The split from Germany
Boateng, who idolised Muhammad Ali as a 
young boy, was brought up in Berlin’s troubled 
Wedding district by his German mother. His 
Ghanaian father walked out on the family 
when Kevin-Prince was eighteen months old. 
Everyone, from Boateng’s family to his club 
and the German Football Association, expected 
the talented Hertha Berlin midfielder to play 
for Germany one day. His athleticism and  
excellent ball control stood out from a young 
age, as did a direct approach that marked him 

“I have always been me.”  
Kevin-Prince Boateng’s charisma, 
energy and outspoken  
nature mean he often polarises 
opinion, but there is no disputing 
that the German-Ghanaian 
midfielder is also a brilliant 
footballer. The FIFA Weekly 
meets one of the sport’s most 
colourful characters.
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out as a leader even back then. But this direct-
ness had a downside. Boateng could be thought-
less too, both on and off the pitch. Soon the 
mere mention of his name would raise the 
hackles of players, coaches and managers 
across Germany, and an alliance between 
Boateng and the national team became incon-
ceivable. In 2009, after almost 50 appearances 
for Germany’s youth sides, Kevin-Prince 
Boateng’s international career ground to a halt. 
Yet had that relationship with Germany contin-
ued, it is likely Boateng would be a regular pres-
ence in Jogi Löw’s midfield today.

One man followed this turbulent relation-
ship from the very start. His name was Antho-
ny Baffoe, the first African player in the Bun-
desliga and the son of a Ghanaian diplomat. He 
regularly checked in to see how Boateng was 
doing and invited him to play for Ghana, but 
what could he possibly expect from a young 
man who felt at home in Germany? At this 
point, Boateng had never even visited Ghana. 
And then there was a second factor: by this 
point, Boateng’s younger half-brother Jerome, 
now at Bayern Munich, was well on his way to 
playing for Germany. To contemplate the idea 
of playing for Ghana, Kevin-Prince first had to 

K E V I N - P R I N C E  B O A T E N G

wave goodbye to any dreams of winning the 
World Cup with his brother. 

Fifteen-minute meeting in Milan
The decisive meeting with Ghana took place in 
Milan in 2009. Baffoe and the president of the 
Ghana Football Association arrived with a dos-
sier full of papers, expecting to have to work 
hard to persuade Boateng, but as the player 
recalls: “After fifteen minutes, it was clear – 
they wanted it and so did I. After that we just 
laughed and told each other stories.”

Melissa Satta enters the lobby. Satta is an 
Italian-American television presenter and 
Boateng’s partner. He stands up and briefly in-
troduces her before she disappears in the direc-
tion of the restaurant. “You’ve got to eat prop-
erly at the moment,” says a friend as they leave, 
as Satta is eight months pregnant. 

The couple share a house in Milan, where 
they met. Boateng explains that the city has 
 become his second home and a place where he 
often goes out to dinner with friends. Boateng 
and Satta take their holidays in Italy too, usually 
in Sardinia. It all sounds incredibly romantic – a 
pretty pied-a-terre, eating spaghetti in the  
piazza, relaxing by the sea – but the reality is 

“Maybe it was 

stupid to think 

that I wasn’t that 

well-known. I 

was young, so 

although I was 

an idol to kids, I 

still had idols of 

my own.”

Fighting spirit 
Kevin-Prince Boateng 
in shirt and tie. 
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On the hotel roof The dog in our 
photographs was encouraged to 
play with Boateng during the 
shoot. This moment, taken at the 
end of a long session, was one of 
the best images of the day. 
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K E V I N - P R I N C E  B O A T E N G

complicated by the fact that Satta and Boateng 
are Italy’s answer to the Beckhams. Whenever 
they are in Milan, the gossip pages are awash 
with images of Satta’s baby bump or Boateng’s 
new tattoo. When you imagine the drone of the 
paparazzi’s Vespas following you around 
 Milan’s streets, the quiet ambience of this 
 Dusseldorf hotel lounge suddenly seems idyllic 
by comparison. 

Ironically, here in Germany, where Boateng 
had a bad-boy footballer reputation for so 
long, he is left in relative peace. Today’s cul-
ture of instant media has even helped him. 
Nowadays he tweets from the zoo, from Italy 
and even from his house. “I always thought 
social media was stupid, but I realised that the 
fans want to know what I’m up to. And it’s 
simpler if I let them know myself; they’ll find 
out sooner or later anyway.” After all, both the 
German and Italian gutter press have been 
counting down to the arrival of Boateng’s 
baby for months now.

Son of a genuine prince
Indeed, another new development in Boateng’s 
life is his strong sense of family. He makes no 
secret of the fact that growing up without a 
father left its mark on his life, and says that the 
decision to move to Schalke 04 was partly 
made because he wanted to live closer to his 
six-year-old son. Jermaine Prince lives with his 
mother just outside Dusseldorf. He is the third 
generation of Princes in the Boateng family, 
but Kevin’s father is the only genuine prince. 
He is part of a Ghanaian tribe in the Ashanti 
region, and he wanted his second son to retain 
his regal title in some way. 

Sleepless in South Africa
The name befits a man who is treated as a na-
tional hero in Ghana, where he wears the name 
Prince on his national team shirt. But how 
Ghanaian does Boateng feel now – 20%, 40%, 
50% or more? And how does he feel ahead of a 
second World Cup match against Germany, his 
country of birth? Boateng pours himself anoth-
er glass of water and considers the questions. It 
is the first time in the interview that an answer 
has not sprung from his lips within two sec-
onds. Finally, he says: “I feel increasingly 
Ghanaian. I’m discovering that side of me, but 
I’ve definitely still got a lot to learn about the 
country and its culture. Until 2010 I had never 
visited Ghana before, but the national team 
gave me a warm welcome. I’ve since grown to 
love it and now I even eat Ghanaian food at 
home in Dusseldorf. I know there are a lot of 
young children in Africa that want to grow up 
to be like me, so I think it’s important to be a 
good role model.” 

He flicks the edge of his cap and taps the 
recording device again. “As for the World Cup 
game,” he continues, “my first match against 
Germany four years ago was very emotional. I 
didn’t sleep the night before. A lot of things 
were happening in my life at that time. Now 
things are different. I’m really looking forward 
to the match, and as underdogs, we want to pull 
off an upset. Everyone thinks Portugal and 
Germany will progress to the last 16, and that 
takes the pressure off us. I’m not talking about 
winning the World Cup though; I don’t want to 
create any expectations.”

Fighting racism
Boateng is well aware of his role as an ambas-
sador. His every move is not just monitored, it 
is imitated. Fourteen months ago, remarkable 
scenes unfolded in Northern Italy after Boateng 
and Milan team-mate Sulley Muntari were met 
with a barrage of monkey noises from racist 
spectators at a friendly in Busto Arsizio. And 
while the referee was unsure how to react, 
Boateng took the initiative in the 26th minute 
by picking up the ball, hurling it angrily at the 
terraces, ripping off his shirt and leaving the 
field. His ten team-mates took the only reason-
able course of action and followed him down 
the tunnel, putting an end to the match.

More than a year later, Boateng vividly re-
calls the events of that day in great detail, as if 
it was something that had happened only a 
couple of hours ago in training. He says the 
fans in Italy not only made him angry but also 
sad. He taps the screen of the recording device 
once more and reaches for yet another glass of 
water. There is an air of defiance about Boateng 
that occasionally calls to mind his childhood 
idol Muhammad Ali. After everything he has 
experienced, he is staying on his feet – and  
success is still there for the taking. Å

A new development in Boateng’s life is his 

strong sense of family. He makes no secret 

of the fact that growing up without a father 

left its mark on his life.
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51% Ghanaian? Kevin-Prince 
Boateng, who has played for Ghana 
since 2009, has a German mother 
and a Ghanaian father and was 
capped almost 50 times for Germa-
ny’s youth sides.
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Association
Ghana Football Association
Coach
James Kwesi Appiah (since April 
2012), previously assistant coach
Stars
Asamoah Gyan, Michael Essien,  
Kevin-Prince Boateng, Sulley 
Muntari
World Cup group fixtures
USA (16 June), Germany 
(21 June), Portugal (26 June)
FIFA World Ranking
35th

Alan Schweingruber 

How important is Kevin-Prince Boateng for 
Ghana?

James Kwesi Appiah: Very important, he’s 
one of the pillars of my team. Unfortunately 
he doesn’t speak any of the national languages 
because he didn’t grow up in Ghana and 
English is often not spoken in smaller groups. 
That makes things a little bit more difficult 
but Kevin has integrated himself very well into 
the team.

He says you are a very calm coach who only 
intervenes when it is absolutely necessary?

I’m not the kind of guy to shout a lot on 
the touchline, it’s just not my style. At the end 
of the day I need to get through to the players 
so there’s no point screaming at them. If the 
players don’t listen to me then that’s a dif-
ferent issue. Apart from that, I respect the 
players a lot.

What are your objectives with Ghana?
I want us to be the best team in the world. 

At the World Cup in Brazil we can go further 
than we did in South Africa four years ago. We 
can become greater than the sum of our parts 
and reach the semi-finals or the final.

What are your memories of the quarter-finals in 
South Africa?

I don’t really want to think about that 
anymore. Going out to Uruguay was very 
painful. If we’d won the penalty shoot-out 
then we could have gone all the way. Now we’re 
looking forward to Brazil. All of my players are 
at very good clubs so there’s no reason to be 
cautious. We’re going there full of confidence.

How important is football in Ghana?
Every Ghanaian loves football. There are a 

lot of political conflicts in our country but 
football unites everyone, which is great. It can 
help people forget about the difficulties of 
everyday life. Å

G H A N A

“We want to be the best in the world”
Having been coach of 
the Ghanaian national 
team for the last two 
years, 53-year-old 
James Kwesi Appiah  
is aiming high at this  
year’s World Cup.
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O N  T H E  I N S I D E
T A L K I N G  P O I N T S

hapless, disjointed, sluggish United were 
unrecognisable from the team that won the 
Premier League last season. 

Liverpool, it is now clear, have been improv-
ing steadily since their young manager 
Brendan Rodgers arrived from Swansea in 
2012 and began to teach his team to play in a 
way that owes as much to Ajax / Barcelona- 
style total football as to Liverpool’s own 
attacking traditions.

Earlier this season, as Luis Suarez emerged 
as the deadliest striker in Britain, some 
commentators derided the Reds as a one-
man team. But spectacular 4-0 and 5-1 
demolitions of Everton and Arsenal suggested 
a deeper transformation was under way. 

On Saturday, United’s low-confidence 
midfield misfired, strikers Wayne Rooney 
and Robin van Persie barely passed to each 
other, and new signing Juan Mata was 
played out of position on the wing. By 
contrast, Liverpool’s swift and deadly 
forwards Daniel Sturridge and Suarez 
dovetailed perfectly and the whole team 
pressed and moved with pace and precision. 
Liverpool captain Steven Gerrard, described 
by Ferguson in his recent autobiography as 
“not a top, top player” played superbly, 
scored two perfect penalties and hit the 
post with a third. 

P r e m i e r  L e a g u e

Liverpool’s eight 
players
David Winner is a London-based 
author and journalist. His books 
on football include ‘Brilliant 
Orange’ and ‘Dennis Bergkamp: 
Stillness and Speed’.

In the natural world, earthquakes give off 
early warning signs. On Planet Football, 
seismic events are harder to predict. Even a 
few months ago no-one – not even deep-earth 
specialists of the fabled Japan Meteorological 
Agency – seemed to realise the implications 
of the sudden build-up of sporting energy in 
and around Liverpool’s Anfield Stadium. 

The experts were no less blind to problems 
developing with terrifying rapidity under the 
apparently serene surface of Old Trafford, 
Manchester. Since Saturday’s cataclysmic 
destruction of United at home by Liverpool 
the truth has become clearer. Seldom has 
there been so one-sided a contest between the 
venerable enemies. Liverpool won 3-0 but it 
could easily have been 6-0 or 7-0. 

Liverpool were powerful, fluid, inventive and 
superior in every department. David Moyes’s 

In the context of history, the match actually 
felt less like the collision of tectonic plates 
than a reversal of the order of things, as if 
North and South poles had swapped places. 
In the 1970s and 80s Liverpool were the 
seemingly indestructible dominant power 
of English football. But they declined in the 
aftermath of the Heysel and Hillsborough 
disasters and were supplanted by 
Alex  Ferguson’s Manchester United. 

Liverpool won the Champions’ League in 2005 
(a result that owed as much to their opponents’ 
over-confidence as to their own merits) but 
have not been English champions since 1990. 
During the same period,  Manchester United 
have won the league 13 times. 

In his book, published five months ago, 
Ferguson suggested Liverpool “needed eight 
players to come up to title-winning standard”. 
The description now better fits United who 
lie seventh, 12 points adrift of a Champions’ 
League place. 

By contrast, Liverpool, with nine games left to 
play, stand in second place in a thrillingly 
close championship race. The club of Bill 
Shankly, Bob Paisley and Kenny Dalglish, look 
like heavyweight contenders once more. Å

Luis Suarez of Liverpool (front) smiles after rounding off the scoring in a 3-0 victory away to Manchester United.
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S o u t h  A f r i c a n P r e m i e r  L e a g u e

Of Chiefs and Pirates
Mark Gleeson is a South African 
journalist and football commentator 
and lives in Cape Town.

Just 10 days earlier, five-time 
world champions Brazil had 

attracted marginally more than 50,000 
spectators to Johannesburg’s Soccer City, but 
Saturday March 15’s Soweto derby in the same 
arena pulled in almost 90,000 to the venue 
that hosted the 2010 World Cup final. For 
local fans the attraction of a fiery clash 
between Kaizer Chiefs and arch rivals Orlan-
do Pirates far outweighed a rare chance to see 
Neymar and his teammates at first hand, a 
reflection of just how embedded the club 
fixture is on the South African sporting 
calendar and national psyche. It is the one 
fixture that has the vast majority.

After a decade of lean times for the two clubs, 
Pirates and Chiefs have shared the last three 
South African Premier Soccer League titles. 
Pirates, a club with roots in the working 
migrant class of the sprawling township on the 
edge of Johannesburg, were champions in 2011 
and 2012 while the more bourgeois, brash and 
funky Chiefs ended a seven year wait for the 
title last year. They are odds-on favourites to 
retain their title after a 1-0 win in Saturday’s 
derby, a bruising contest characterised by a 
ferocious but untidy midfield battle in the first 
half but more flowing football in the second 
period as the exhaustion of a long season 
released the shackles of constant pressing.

In his three seasons as a defensive midfielder 
at the club, Zimbabwe international Willard 
Katsande had not scored for Chiefs but he 
rose at the back post to convert a corner just 
after the hour mark to deliver the decisive 
goal. For Pirates it was a deadly blow, leaving 
them 13 points adrift in fourth place in a 
season overshadowed by the exploits of the 
two giants of South African football on the 
continental stage. Pirates are the only South 
African club to have won Africa’s top club 
prize, back in 1995, but came close again in 
November, reaching the final of the CAF 
Champions League, after an exhausting 
schedule which caused a severe disruption to 
their domestic programme and now sees 
them playing catch-up with up to three games 
a week. Chiefs face the same taxing schedule 
now as they are South Africa’s representatives 
in the 2014 Champions League and have made 

comfortable progress over the last two 
months to the last knockout round, from 
which the eight teams for the group phase 
will be decided.

They are desperate to emulate, maybe even 
better the feat of Pirates last year, such is 
the rivalry between the two clubs. At the 

same time Chiefs have to focus on the 
league race where they lead second-placed 
Mamelodi Sundowns by six points with nine 
games to go. Å

“Pirates and Chiefs have shared 
the last three South African 
Premier Soccer League tit les.”

Willard Katsande of Kaizer Chiefs is dispossessed by Orlando Pirates’ Mpho Makola.
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E k s t r a k l a s a

18 years of exile 
from the Champions 

League
Sven Goldmann is a football 
expert at Tagesspiegel newspaper 
in Berlin.

All things considered, last 
weekend was a bad one for 

Legia Warsaw in the Polish top flight, despite 
a surprising 2-0 defeat inflicted by Piast 
Gliwice on Ruch Chorzow, one of Legia’s few 
genuine contenders for the Ekstraklasa title, 
and a draw for second-placed Wisla Krakow. 

The main problem with the latter result was that 
it came against Legia, and Wisla should not 
have been in a position to earn a point at all but 
for a memorable comeback against the Polish 
league leaders. The final score in the top-of-the-
table clash on Matchday 26 was 2-2 despite 
Warsaw taking a 2-0 lead and playing against a 
ten-man Krakow side for more than an hour. 

Miroslav Radovic quickly put Legia ahead in 
torrential conditions before Wisla’s Arkadiusz 

Glowacki was dismissed for a brutal foul on 
Michal Zyro. Slovakia’s Ondrej Duda made it 
2-0 to Legia just before the break, sparking a 
green, white and red party among the home 
fans at their new stadium on the banks of the 
Vistula. For Legia, victory over Wisla always 
holds particular significance, as the two cities 
have been bitter rivals for centuries both on 
and off the football pitch. Until 1596, Krakow 
was the Polish capital and surrendered this 
status to Warsaw with immense reluctance. 
When Poland applied to host the UEFA 
European Championship along with Ukraine 
in 2012, the Warsaw-based Polish Football 
Association (PZPN) refused to accept 
Krakow’s application to become a host city, 
and the tournament went ahead without the 
involvement of Poland’s most beautiful and 
most-visited city.

On Sunday, however, Krakow finally struck 
back. Former Polish national coach turned 
Wisla boss Franciszek Smuda’s decision to 
bring on Wilde-Donald Guerrier in the second 
half was vindicated when the Haitian got a 
goal back for his team in the 66th minute. 
Although Legia dominated proceedings after 
that, it was Wisla who scored the next and 
final goal of the game shortly before the final 
whistle thanks to a fantastic free-kick from 
Bosnian Semir Stilic.

Legia remain top of the Ekstraklasa table 
with just five matches of the main round left 
to play. However, the championship will then 
be decided by an additional phase of matches 
in which the top eight clubs play one another 
again. Anything other than the successful 
defence of their title would represent a 
significant setback for Legia in their efforts to 
represent Poland on the international stage. It 
has been 18 years since a Polish club last 
played in the Champions League proper, when 
Widzew Lodz exited the competition after the 
group stage of the 1996/97 competition. 

The Polish champions have enjoyed little 
success in Champions League qualifying over 
recent years. Last summer, Legia lost to 
Steaua Bucharest, and in previous years Slask 
Wroclaw were despatched by IF Helsingborg 
while Wisla Krakow came up short against 
Apoel Nicosia. The Ekstraklasa is currently 
ranked 21st in UEFA’s country coefficient 
ranking, and any promising Polish players 
tend to move to foreign clubs early in their 
careers. Last year’s Champions League finalists 
Borussia Dortmund have three Polish players 
on their books for example, namely Lukasz 
Piszczek, Robert Lewandowski and Jakub 
Blaszczykowski. Lewandowski spent a season 
at Legia, while Blaszczykowski previously 
played for Wisla. Å

Long-running rivalry Legia versus Wisla personified 
here by Lukasz Broz (right) and Wilde Guerrier.
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First Love



P l a c e :  D u l o m b i ,  G u i n e a - B i s s a u

D a t e :  3  M a r c h  2 0 1 2

T i m e :  1 9 . 4 7  p m
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T H E  D E B A T E

The weekly debate. 
Anything you want to get off your 
chest? Which topics do you want to 
discuss? Send your suggestions to: 
feedback-theweekly@fifa.org

still be a close relative of rugby? Perhaps, but 
although these variations would make the 
sport interesting, they would make it impossible 
to arrange the international competitions that 
generate such excitement and fascination with 
the sport. There would never have been any 
agreement on a common set of rules or the 
standardised ball that began rolling thanks to 
the development of the game in England and 
the establishment of the first national football 
association – The FA – in 1863. More than 40 
years later, the idea of a world football associ-
ation gathered widespread support and FIFA 
was founded in Paris in 1904 to strive for and 
promote the harmonisation of football. From 
the outset, the governing body’s primary objec-
tive was to improve, protect and progress the 
sport, “for the good of the game”, as the official 
FIFA slogan later stated.

Stepping off the pitch and into the world
FIFA is now made up of 209 member associa-
tions who actively take part in the sport. They 
receive financial and logistical support from 
the governing body (see the Presidential Note) 
while at the same time undertaking to respect 
FIFA’s statutes, aims and ideals. The slogan has 
since been changed to “For the Game. For the 
World” to reflect a new vision of football with 

an increasingly global philosophy. Sport has 
enormous power and this can be used to chan-
ge the world for the better in even the smallest 
of ways. 

While FIFA does not have to change the 
world, it bears a global responsibility and takes 
this responsibility seriously in countless pro-
jects worldwide. Initiatives include “Football 
for Hope”, which, for example, promotes the 
development of girls’ football in Mali, or the  
“11 for Health” programme, which focuses on the 
wellbeing of people in Myanmar, for instance. 
FIFA also supports a wide range of projects in 
conjunction with the United Nations, investing 
US$177 million in development projects each 
year. These are the kinds of decisions that will 
be made on 20 and 21 March at the Executive 
Committee meeting in Zurich, demonstrating 
once again that FIFA is committed to much 
more than just football. Å

The FIFA Executive 
Committee’s meetings 
cover more than just 
football, but to what 
extent can sports 
 associations assume 
responsibility for wider 
society?

Sarah Steiner

A
s its world governing body, FIFA is fully 
committed to the sport of football in all 
its forms. It sees itself not only as a rep-
resentative of the sport but responsible 
for coordinating and promoting its 
 development at an international level. 

But FIFA is more than just a representative. 
What would football be today without it? In 
China, would people still be playing an updated 
form of cuju – part of the military training pro-
gramme in the 3rd century BC? Would heavy 
rubber balls that cannot be moved with the 
feet still be considered sporting equipment in 
South America? And would football in England 

Football’s global responsibility

In the foothills of the Himalayas The Paljor Stadium in Gangkok, Sikkim, India, is part of FIFA’s Goal II project.
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P R E S I D E N T I A L  N O T ET H E  D E B A T E

Best wishes, Sepp Blatter

W
hen talk turns to football we automatical-
ly think of spectacular goals, miraculous 
saves and controversial refereeing deci-

sions. We think of enthusiasm, drama and pas-
sion on the pitch and in the stands. We often 
forget that the foundations for the sporting 
spectacle are laid behind the scenes, as in this 
week’s FIFA committee days in Zurich.

The 27 members of the Executive Commit-
tee and delegates from 102 nations have been 
debating current developments, putting for-
ward proposals and outlining their problems. 
Everyone receives a hearing, whether they 
come from Brazil, England or Vanuatu. Some 
30 committees convene at this time to deal 
with subject-specific matters ranging from 
competitions, development programmes and 
issues affecting associations to finances and 
legal affairs.

These regular gatherings reflect the signif-
icance and core function of FIFA. As an um-
brella organisation we provide associations 
with strategic assistance, expertise and the  
financial support they require to help football 
progress. Some two-thirds of FIFA’s total reve-
nues flow back into the system in the form of 
support funding, including the organisation of 
World Cup tournaments at all age levels and 
variants such as women’s football, futsal, and 
beach soccer. We invest in the future of foot-
ball. But we also invest in social and communi-
ty projects, to the tune of US$550,000 – every 
day.

The power of our sport to bring peoples 
together and promote inclusion was a signifi-
cant item on the agenda this week, as we 
learned of progress in the talks between Isra-
el and Palestine. Although it is a World Cup 
year this topic remains one of my biggest pri-
orities. For this reason I will be travelling to 
Palestine in early May.

From Brazil to 
Vanuatu

Football is incredibly important on a politi-
cal, societal and social level. It’s no coinci-
dence that a post was written on a Dynamo 
Kiev fan page this week saying that FIFA 
President Sepp Blatter is the only person on 
the planet capable of bringing Vladimir Putin 
to his senses. He “just” needs to threaten the 
Russian Football Association with expulsion 
from FIFA.

Natialia Limar, Kiev (Ukraine) 

Sports associations have a social responsi-
bility. But I do sometimes wonder whether 
they’re really aware of this. If only half of 
what supposedly happened in the build-up to 
the Olympic Games in Sochi is true – resettle-
ments, expropriations and corruption – then 
there’s still a lot of work to be done.

Thorsten G. Leipzig (Germany) 

Sports clubs – and therefore also associa-
tions – make a significant contribution to 
social, youth and education policies 
through the work of their voluntary and 
permanent staff. In many regions, towns and 
communities, they’re often the only institu-
tion that provides the local people with a 
range of cultural and leisure activities.

Daniel Eichenberger, Winterthur (Switzerland)

The FIFA Congress took place here in Mauri-
tius last year. It was then that I really noticed 
just how much the world governing body does 
for the people. The organisation of the “11 for 
Health” workshops in Port Louis demonstrated 
this in impressive fashion, with almost 500 
children taking part. It was simply incredible. 
FIFA can change people’s lives for the better, 
even if it’s just for a day.

Randy Locke, Port Louis (Mauritius)

The associations should take care of foot-
balling matters. And only footballing mat-
ters. There are enough other organisations 
specifically created to deal with the world’s 
social, political and economic problems. Each 
to their own. There shouldn’t be an overlap 
here. The associations have enough to be 
getting on with as it is, whether it’s holding 
competitions and tournaments, training 
referees or determining the rules. 

Marieke De Bruin, Rotterdam (The Netherlands) 

“Associations 
bear a burden of 
 responsibility.”

Football can change the world. It’s a sport 
that people love and can use to express 
their feelings. This means that the national 
associations bear a burden of responsibility. 
And it’s important for them to realise this. 
They have an impact on people at a very early 
stage of their lives, starting at junior level.

Dieter Barth, Cologne (Germany) 

Associations don’t have a social responsibil-
ity. Why should they? Football is a sport – no 
more and no less. It entertains people, fasci-
nates them and maybe even touches them 
emotionally. But it can’t save the world. That’s 
a job for states and politicians. That’s their 
responsibility. FIFA can’t take on this task for 
them. And nor should they try.

Jean Fontannaz, Montpellier (France) 

Football has a huge social importance – 
 especially as far as children are concerned. 
Team sports offer them a perfect opportunity 
to experience and learn about issues such as 
fair play, integration and conflict resolution. 

Klaus Dieter, Bremen (Germany)

“Football is 
incredibly 

important.”
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Nicola Berger

F
or many people, a trip to Southampton is 
merely a means to an ends. Visitors tend 
to only be passing through, with around 
200 cruise ships docking at the harbour 
every year. Their only interaction with 
the city is often limited to a disparaging 

comment about the weather or to asking har-
bour personnel for directions to mooring berth 
44, the location from which the Titanic set sail 
on its fateful maiden voyage in 1912.

Yet the city has designs on being more than 
just a stopover on the way to more glamorous 
destinations, which is perhaps why the region’s 
inhabitants identify so strongly with South-
ampton FC. As the leading lights of southern 
English football, the Saints play an important 
role in the area’s self-image and the population 
take a keen interest in the club’s well-being.

When it was announced on 15 January that 
long-standing chairman Nicola Cortese was to 

 Into the limelight

S O U T H A M P T O N  F C

leave the club, emotions ran wild among fans 
and in the media. The Italian banker had 
helped orchestrate two promotions, guiding 
Southampton back from the anonymity of 
League One to the riches of the Premier 
League. Cortese’s departure was met with 
widespread predictions of doom. “His loss will 
be felt as keenly as that of Sir Alex Ferguson,” 
wrote the Daily Mirror. And as every hero 
needs a villain, the media swiftly pointed the 
finger at Katharina Liebherr. 

The Swiss owner was described as a “dream 
wrecker” by the Daily Mail, who followed that 
up a few days later by calling her the “Phantom 
Lady”, depicting Liebherr as a woman with no 
interest in football and determined to sell the 
club as quickly as possible before vanishing 
from Southampton altogether.

Such reports are unsubstantiated, however. 
While persistent rumours refuse to die down 
in Switzerland that Liebherr’s representatives 
have instructed a private bank to find potential 

Southampton owner Katharina Liebherr is the only woman to own an 
English Premier League side. While her plans for the club have been 
called into question by many, her doubters could yet be in for a surprise. 

buyers, Liebherr herself has denied all specula-
tion that she is looking to sell and sources 
claim she is keen to maintain her father’s legacy.  

Markus Liebherr saved the club from insol-
vency in 2009 before passing away a year later 
due to heart failure. Fans’ gratitude to the bil-
lionaire businessman remains strong and his 
name is still chanted in the stands during 
Southampton’s matches.

After his death the family’s presence in the 
city was reduced to the Liebherr cranes around 
the harbour and the ‘Markus Liebherr Lounge’ 
at St. Mary’s stadium.

Yet in autumn last year Katharina Liebherr 
decided to change all that and began to take a 
more active role in the running of the club she 
had inherited. She was shown around St. Mary’s 
and given a low-key tour of the renowned 
Southampton youth academy that produced 
players such as Luke Shaw and Gareth Bale. 
Liebherr appeared unfazed in summer 2013 
when the club, under Cortese’s guidance, 

110_legende_x11 inkl. ZF 110_urw_bold
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 invested over 40 million Euros on new players 
such as Dani Osvaldo, Dejan Lovren and Victor 
Wanyama. That she barely batted an eyelid at 
such a figure is unsurprising given that the 
 machinery construction company Liebherr, 
based in Bulle, Switzerland, recorded a turnover 
of almost 9 billion Euros in 2012. According to 
Swiss magazine ‘Bilanz’, the five Liebherr 
 descendants have a combined fortune of 
around 6 billion Euros, putting the family in 
16th place in the list of Switzerland’s 300 
wealthiest individuals.

So what prompted Liebherr to move out of 
the shadows at Southampton? There is no 
shortage of people keen to interrogate her, but 

she never gives interviews. Liebherr is not a 
total recluse and it is possible to bump into her 
in the corridors at the stadium, but after a gentle 
handshake and mere a handful of words in 
greeting - hello, Katharina, pleased to meet you 
- she moves swiftly on.

There are not many people who are willing 
or able to give any great insight into the owner 
either. Discretion, it seems, comes with the job 
description for anyone on her payroll.

Ralph Krueger is the exception to that rule. 
The 52-year-old former coach of the Edmonton 
Oilers ice hockey team insists that Liebherr has 
no intention of offloading the club. Sitting in 
his plush office at St. Mary’s, he smiles widely 

and asks: “Why would anyone appoint a new 
chairman if they were planning on leaving?”

Krueger and Liebherr have only known 
each other a few months. They live in the same 
tax-friendly municipality of Wollerau in the 
Swiss canton of Schwyz, although Krueger 
maintains they have much more in common 
than a shared post code. “We have the same 
philosophy,” said the Canadian. “It’s all about 
humanity and discipline. Katharina has a big 
heart and a cool head on her shoulders. She is 
extremely unassuming and is a fascinating 
 person. When she walks through the stadium 
she feels her father’s spirit.”

It seems she also takes increasing pleasure 
in being at St. Mary’s. When Sam Gallagher 
scored in stoppage time to complete Southamp-
ton’s 4-2 victory over Norwich City last week-
end, Liebherr celebrated in the stands by 
high-fiving Krueger.

It will have been a welcome sight to the club’s 
supporters and one that gave the impression 
that Katharina Liebherr has finally arrived in 
the glamorous world of the Premier League. Å

“We have the same philosophy. It’s all about 
humanity and discipline. Katharina has a big 
heart and a cool head on her shoulders.”

Ralph Krueger

All smiles in the stands Chairman Ralph Krueger (left) and owner Katharina Liebherr. England manager Roy Hodgson returns to his seat behind them. 
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Southampton Football Club
Nickname
The Saints
Founded
1885 (as St. Mary’s Young Men’s Association)
Stadium, capacity
St. Mary’s Stadium, 32,689
Division
Premier League
Honours
FA Cup winners 1976 
League runners-up 1984 
Football League Trophy winners 2010

Lasting legacy Markus Liebherr, who died in August 2010.

Liebherr landmark Company cranes at Southampton container terminal. 
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The weekly column by our staff  
writers
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Thomas Renggli

W
hich colour represents victory? No 
clear rule applies to Europe’s top 
 leagues: Chelsea play in blue, Real 
Madrid in white, Bayern Munich in 
red, Juventus in black and white and 
Paris Saint-Germain in blue, yet each 

of them dominate their domestic league.
Colour psychologists share the opinion 

that the colour red dominates the world of 
sport. Englishmen Russell Hill and Robert 
 Barton analysed the results of different martial 
arts at the 2004 Olympic Games before coming 
to the conclusion that sportsmen and women 
wearing red won considerably more fights than 
those in blue. “Red represents aggression, dom-
inance, determination and speed,” according to 
one literary source, and international football 
certainly lends support to this theory. Spain, 
the number one side on the planet according to 
the FIFA rankings and the reigning world and 
European champions, play in red and are nick-
named “La Furia Roja”. But even their fiery col-
ours could not propel the Spaniards to success 
between 1964 and 2008, a period during which 
they consistently failed to achieve at the big 
tournaments. 

And yet it does seem as though the colour 
red is linked to sporting success, as well as 
 atmosphere and environment: Ferrari is the 
most successful Formula One team in history, 
Manchester United and Liverpool have won 
more league titles than any other team in Eng-
land with 20 and 18 respectively, the English 
national football team won their only World 
Cup title in 1966 wearing red, and Grand Slam 
record -holder Roger Federer often takes to the 
court in red for his big matches. However, the 
Swiss adapts like a chameleon when it comes 
to clothing and wore white on his way to each 
of his seven Wimbledon titles, as is the custom 
at the tournament.

The colour worn by goalkeepers is also of 
great interest to perception psychologists, 
 according to whom bright colours can distract 
the player striking the ball and cause him to 
unconsciously shoot straight at the keeper. 
Conversely, it can be advantageous for outfield 
players to wear green as they are harder for the 
opposition to spot on the pitch. And it seems 
as if shirt colours also have an impact on match 
officials: scientists who conducted a study on 
American football proved that players wearing 
black were punished more often. Fortunately 
for footballers, that colour is normally reserved 
for the referees.

Colour psychologists are hoping to inves-
tigate the issue further at this summer’s 
World Cup, but they may find their opportu-
nities limited because so few colour changes 
occur in the world of international football. 
Former world champions Italy and Germany, 
who play in blue and white respectively, will 
have to take their chances playing in ordinary 
colours again this summer.

And what about Brazil, the most successful 
national team ever and the hot favourites for 
this summer’s World Cup? The South Ameri-
cans actually played in white until 1950, but 
their traumatic home defeat at the hands of 
Uruguay prompted a change of colours. And 
Brazil have not looked back since, winning five 
World Cup titles in yellow and blue. But what 
do colour psychologists think of yellow? 
 “Yellow is the colour of wisdom and knowledge. 
Bright yellow is associated with a jovial dispo-
sition and cheerful observations. On a psycho-
logical level, yellow provides clarity, insight 
and understanding.” Which all sounds more 
like a basic course in philosophy or esoterism 
than sport. Å

Colour psychology

 1    Real Madrid – white. Real have always 
played in white to denote the colours of 
the Spanish royal family.

 2    Italy – blue. The Italian shirt also honours 
a ruling dynasty; azzurro is the traditional 
colour of the Savoy family.

 3    Celtic – green. The Bhoys are traditional-
ly a club supported by Irish immigrants, 
and the use of green in the Scottish team’s 
badge and kit still reflects this today. 

 4    Brazil – yellow. A Seleçao wore white un-
til 1950, when their colours were swiftly 
changed (see Free Kick).

 5   Liverpool – red. The club chose their  
colour to differentiate themselves from 
city rivals Everton, who play in blue.

 6    Juventus – black and white. John Savage, 
an English immigrant, asked Notts Coun-
ty to send Juventus a set of their black 
and white shirts to change their strip 
from pink and  avoid colour clashes with 
Palermo.

 7    Netherlands – orange. Another royal con-
nection: orange and white are the colours 
of the ruling House of Orange-Nassau.

 8    Boca Juniors – blue and yellow. The 
club's colours, chosen in the early 20th 
century, came from an unusual source of 
inspiration – the flag of a Swedish ship 
moored in La Boca port.

 9    St. Pauli – brown. A study in 1910 showed 
that brown was the cheapest material. Or 
was the club’s founder just colour-blind?

 10   Fiorentina – violet. Legend has it that  
the club’s red and white shirts discoloured 
at baths in Arno. Since then, the colour 
has given the team its name: “la viola” (the 
violet). 

 11   Croatia – red and white. King Drzislav is 
said to have won the freedom of the 
country in a game of chess, and the na-
tional football team’s shirt is chequered 
in homage to his coat of arms.

What are your favourite football 
shirts? Email your views to:
feedback-TheWeekly@fifa.org

The most evocative 
colours in football
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Fair play and respect 
for referees

The referees took a series of tests in the 
classroom, including analyzing videos showing 
game situations. They also were put through 
the dynamic yo-yo test for endurance and 
speed tests on the track. These tests are de-
signed to evaluate the referees and give indi-
vidualized attention to guarantee peak perfor-
mances, enabling them to be in the right 
position at the right moment. The physical 
and medical staff worked with each partici-
pant to maintain their top form and monitor 
their progress to prevent injuries and provide 
medical support.

Massimo Busacca emphasized that each 
referee’s decisions should convince everybody 
and not only himself. “Referees must take clear 
and correct decisions and always be able to ex-
plain the reasons for taking them. The referees 
can think not only as a referee, but must also 
understand the players’ mentality,” said the 
former top official.

Mutual respect
The referees were reminded of the impor-
tance of having support and the cooperation 
of players and coaches. He talked personally 
to the coaches and officials of the 32 partici-
pating teams about FIFA’s philosophy and the 
key points of the preparation during the team 
workshop in Florianopolis in mid-February. 
“It was another milestone in our preparation. 
To have the opportunity to speak to these 
great coaches was very important because it 
enabled us to explain our work. We talked for 
instance about tackles and the different cir-
cumstances in which a player must be cau-
tioned for unsporting behavior. Among other 
topics we  covered the use and the advantage 
of goal-line technology and the vanishing 
spray, which are both a big help for the match 

officials. The  importance of speaking about 
fair play between players, coaches and referees 
is huge. The goal is not to have discussions on 
the pitch, but to have the same knowledge in 
the end.” 

Busacca also underlined the fact that the 
referees need to understand why a player 
makes a certain movement. Armed with this 
knowledge, he is able to make correct decisions 
in tricky situations such as when a player 
 handles the ball. In some situations players 
need their hands for balance and equilibrium 
(natural movement). Referees must differenti-
ate  between these situations and other times 
when the player takes the risk of using the 
hand in a manner that is not natural and is 
designed to play the ball (making the body big-
ger). He reminded everyone that referees have 
less than one second to evaluate a situation and 
make the right judgment and how important it 
is to have criteria and reasons for such impor-
tant decisions. Essential for Busacca and his 
team is to always have the complete support of 
FIFA’s Technical Department and in particular 
Jean-Paul Brigger, Technical Team Director. 

On a positive note, FIFA believes that dan-
gerously violent tackles have largely been 
eradicated from the game. The goal of preven-
tion work is clearly to reduce the number of 
very bad fouls in a game. Referees, he said, still 
had to be aware of the use of tactical fouling 

Giovanni Marti

A
t their last meeting on 14 January 2014 
FIFA’s Referee Committee selected 25 
trios and 8 support duos from 43 differ-
ent countries for the 2014 World Cup.The 
goal was always to have the best referees 
at the global showcase. Just as it did for 

the 32 participating teams, the road to Brazil 
began in September 2011 for an initial group of 
52 trios of referees from all over the world 
when FIFA took the important decision to cre-
ate a refereeing project. One of the key objec-
tives was match control and consequently to 
prepare this group of prospective referees for 
the 2014 World Cup. The officials selected for 
the tournament in Brazil were chosen especial-
ly for their personalities and their ability to 
read the game and teams’ tactical approaches 
towards each match. 

FIFA and a group of instructors have worked 
over the last three years with clear principles 
and objectives in mind. This was also the case 
at the initial seminar in mid-February 2014, the 
first to bring together the match officials that 
have been selected for the World Cup in Brazil. 
The seminar was conducted in Las Palmas, Gran 
Canaria, where the participants were put 
through a variety of tests and activities. FIFA’s 
Head of Refereeing Massimo Busacca reminded 
the referees of the key goals they must achieve 
in order to create the environment for a success-
ful tournament. These include:
• Protecting the players and the image of the 

game (FAIR PLAY)
• Guaranteeing consistency and uniformity of 

decisions
• Reading the game (technical/tactical 

 approach)
• Understanding different football mentalities

R E F E R E E I N G

The referees are focusing on the World Cup. 
FIFA’s Head of Refereeing  Massimo Busacca 
and a group of instructors have established 
priorities, which Busacca conveyed to the 
 coaches of the teams competing in Brazil.
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by some teams, because they have to strive for 
as many minutes’ play as possible and to re-
duce interruptions. “If you realize in the first 
10 minutes that the coach has prepared the 
game in that way, you have to understand 
what is happening and... you have to do some-
thing about it. This is what we expect from top 
referees.”

Busacca emphasized that it was essential 
for referees to have a good understanding of 
football and know about the tactics of the 
teams they were refereeing. “The more you un-
derstand football, the more prepared you will 
be for the game and the more likely you are to 
be in the right place at the right moment”, he 
said. “It’s about anticipation. You are there and 
then you wait. If not, you continue to run and 
you don’t read the game.” 

“In the end, we are all talking the same 
language regarding referees and their deci-
sions,” explains Massimo Busacca. “We stress 

that we want fair play, we want to see football, 
and spectators want to enjoy football. If we 
continue to say that, in my opinion we can 
achieve results.”

Two more seminars 
In the first seminar of the year in Gran Canaria, 
referees went through a number of practical 
sessions on the field of play with footballers. 
These practical activities provide game-like 
situations and allow referees to make decisions 
in a variety of scenarios. The accuracy of the 
decisions was evaluated with the help of in-
structors and instant video feedback after the 
situation. Quick movement, good reading of 
the game, maintaining good positions and 
making the correct decisions were emphasized 
during the training sessions. In March and 
April the same scenario will be repeated in 
 Zurich at the Home of FIFA. First the selected 
referees from AFC, OFC and UEFA, from 24 – 28 

March, and then those from CAF, CONCACAF 
and CONMEBOL, from 7 – 11 April, will mark 
another big step in their preparation. Then, in 
the run-up to the opening game, the referees 
will finalize their preparation from 1-11 June in 
Rio de Janeiro. Finally, it’s up to the referees to 
be convinced of their qualities. 

FIFA is satisfied with the work done so far. 
“We are asking a lot of the referees, a lot of 
sacrifice,” he said. “At the same time we have to 
make sure that the match officials can prepare 
for this World Cup in a really professional way. 
FIFA is right behind the refereeing project and 
will fully support them in every area.” 

The goal of football’s world governing body 
is to build a high level of equality and consist-
ency in on-field decision-making. “We are look-
ing for uniformity and consistency,” says the 
vastly experienced former Swiss and interna-
tional top referee. One of the key components 
of his work is to promote fair play, player pro-
tection and the image of the game. “For me, it’s 
one of the most important messages we have 
to give to the world, the players and the coach-
es. We are going to Brazil, one of the most 
 famous and key football countries. We need 
fair play, we need respect. With the help of fair 
play, we can reduce the quantity of errors, 
which is our aim. This is our duty.” Å

Massimo Busacca We are looking for uniformity and consistency.

The referees were reminded of the importance 
of having support and the cooperation of 
players and coaches.
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M I R R O R  I M A G E

1937

Trudging through the mud. Millwall players go piggyback 
riding on 2 March 1937. Their efforts paid off four days 
later when the Davids from east London slew the Goliath 
of Manchester City 2-0 in an FA Cup quarter-final. 
 Millwall’s giant-killing exploits ended in a 2-1 semi-final 
defeat to Sunderland.

T H E N

Millwall, London,

England
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M I R R O R  I M A G E

2012

Carried to victory. Spanish internationals in 
Schruns, Austria on 28 May 2012 in the build-up 
to Euro 2012. The reigning world champions 
successfully defended their continental crown in 
Poland and Ukraine.

N O W

Schruns, 

Austria
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http://worldwide.hyundai.com/WW/Experience/SponsorshipActivity/HyundaiFIFAWorldcup/index.html
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F I F A  W O R L D  R A N K I N G

RankingRank Team Change in ranking Points

1 Spain 0 1510

2 Germany 0 1336

3 Argentina 0 1234

4 Portugal 0 1199

5 Colombia 0 1183

6 Uruguay 1 1126

7 Switzerland -1 1123

8 Italy 0 1112

9 Brazil 0 1104

10 Belgium 1 1084
11 Netherlands -1 1077

12 England 3 1045

13 Greece -1 1038

14 USA -1 1017

15 Chile -1 998

16 Croatia 0 955

17 France 1 929

18 Ukraine 0 911

19 Russia 3 889

20 Mexico 1 888

21 Bosnia-Herzegovina -4 863

22 Denmark -2 858

23 Ecuador 1 855

24 Côte d'Ivoire -1 839

25 Algeria 1 819

26 Egypt 12 790

27 Sweden -2 789

28 Serbia 1 762

29 Panama 3 755

30 Czech Republic 1 748

31 Slovenia -4 746

32 Romania 1 740

33 Cape Verde Islands -6 739

34 Costa Rica 1 732

35 Ghana 2 729

36 Honduras 4 725

37 Scotland -3 721

38 Turkey 4 710

39 Venezuela -4 704

40 Peru 1 703

41 Armenia -11 699

42 Iran -4 692

43 Hungary 1 652

44 Tunisia 1 641

44 Austria -1 641

46 Montenegro 6 639

47 Nigeria 0 626

48 Japan 2 622

49 Wales 2 609

50 Slovakia 4 588

50 Cameroon -4 588

52 Iceland -4 582

53 Guinea 9 572

54 Albania 1 569

55 Uzbekistan 2 565

56 Mali 3 561

57 Norway 3 559

58 Finland 7 556

59 Paraguay -10 554

60 Korea Republic 1 552

61 United Arab Emirates -3 550

62 Burkina Faso 0 548

63 Australia -10 545

64 South Africa 0 536

65 Israel -9 526

66 Jordan 3 521

67 Bulgaria 5 518

68 Republic of Ireland -1 513

69 Senegal -3 512

70 Bolivia 0 511

71 Libya -3 508

72 Sierra Leone 1 481

73 Poland -3 475

74 Zambia 1 458

75 Saudi Arabia 0 453

76 Trinidad and Tobago 1 446

77 Morocco -3 443

78 El Salvador 0 438

79 Haiti 0 430

80 Jamaica 0 429

81 Oman -1 426

82 FYR Macedonia 1 421

83 Belarus -1 420

84 Congo DR 7 392

85 Uganda -1 391

86 Northern Ireland -1 388

87 Congo -1 382

88 Gabon -1 381

89 Togo 1 377

90 New Zealand -1 373

91 Azerbaijan 2 369

92 Estonia -1 367

93 Cuba 5 362

94 Benin 3 357

95 Botswana -1 355

96 Angola -1 348

97 Liberia -1 347

98 China PR -10 339

99 Georgia 4 333

100 Ethiopia 1 331

101 Qatar -2 330

102 Zimbabwe -2 328

103 Iraq 11 317

104 Niger 0 315

105 Lithuania -3 314

106 Bahrain 0 312

107 Central African Republic -2 310

108 Moldova -1 303

109 Kenya -1 293

110 Kuwait -1 287

111 Dominican Republic 0 282

112 Canada 1 279

113 Latvia -2 265

114 Malawi 1 260

115 Mozambique 3 258

116 Lebanon 5 254

117 Tanzania -1 253

118 New Caledonia -1 252

119 Equatorial Guinea -1 251

120 Luxembourg 0 242

121 Tajikistan -11 237

122 Sudan 1 236

122 Cyprus 0 236

124 Namibia 0 227

125 Vietnam 18 224

126 Guatemala 0 219

127 Afghanistan 11 213

127 Kazakhstan 1 213

129 Burundi -5 211

130 Philippines -3 200

131 Suriname 1 197

132 Grenada 3 192

133 Korea DPR 3 191

134 Malta -3 186

134 Rwanda 0 186

136 Gambia 1 184

137 Syria -4 183

138 Tahiti 2 179

139 St Vincent and the Grenadines 2 177

140 Belize 2 176

141 Malaysia 9 175

142 Turkmenistan -13 166

143 Lesotho -4 165

144 Antigua and Barbuda 2 159

145 Hong Kong -1 156

146 St Lucia 2 155

146 Kyrgyzstan 2 155

148 Thailand -1 151

149 Singapore 1 144

150 Puerto Rico 7 143

151 Liechtenstein -1 139

152 India 2 138

153 Guyana 1 137

154 Indonesia 4 128

155 Mauritania 4 127

156 St Kitts and Nevis -3 125

157 Maldives 6 114

158 Pakistan 7 107

159 Dominica 7 103

160 Nepal 9 102

161 Barbados 7 101

162 Aruba 10 87

162 Faroe Islands 10 87

162 Bangladesh 2 87

165 Solomon Islands 9 86

165 São Tomé e Príncipe -4 86

167 Palestine -23 85

168 Nicaragua -1 84

169 Bermuda 6 83

170 Chad -8 81

171 Chinese Taipei -1 76

172 Laos -16 73

173 Guam -13 68

173 Myanmar -43 68

173 Sri Lanka -2 68

176 Mauritius 1 66

176 Seychelles 0 66

178 Curaçao 0 65

179 Swaziland 5 63

180 Vanuatu -1 55

181 Fiji 0 47

182 Samoa 0 45

183 Comoros 15 41

183 Guinea-Bissau 0 41

185 Bahamas -1 40

185 Yemen 1 40

187 Mongolia -7 38

188 Cambodia 1 33

188 Montserrat -1 33

190 Madagascar -3 30

191 Brunei Darussalam -1 26

191 Timor-Leste -1 26

191 Tonga -1 26

194 US Virgin Islands -1 23

195 Cayman Islands -1 21

195 Papua New Guinea -1 21

197 British Virgin Islands -1 18

197 American Samoa -1 18

199 Andorra -1 15

200 Eritrea 0 11

201 South Sudan 1 10

202 Macau -2 9

203 Somalia 0 8

204 Djibouti 0 6

205 Cook Islands 0 5

206 Anguilla 0 3

207 Bhutan 0 0

207 San Marino 0 0

207 Turks and Caicos Islands 0 0

→ http://www.fifa.com/worldranking/index.html

   Top spot    Biggest climber     Biggest faller

Oct 2013 Nov 2013 Dec 2013 Jan 2014 Feb 2014 Mar 2014
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T H E  O B J E C TN E T Z E R  K N O W S !

What have you always wanted to know 
about football? Ask Gunter Netzer: 
feedback-theweekly@fifa.org

Perikles Monioudis

What is a picture without a frame? The 
frame seller down at the end of the road would 
say it is nothing. After all, his business depends 
on viewing picture frames as a necessity. If we 
were still able to ask abstract expressionist 
Jackson Pollock (1912-1956), whose renown 
spread far beyond his American home thanks 
to his action painting for an opinion, he would 
most likely suggest that he did not regard 
frames as necessary, at least not for his work., 
The Brazilian artist Samuel Brandao painted 
“Football in Rio De Janeiro” a year before Pol-
lock’s death. 

This work found its way into the FIFA 
 collection a long time ago. The frame, a wooden 
one painted in gold, holds everything together 
on the painting. Towards the front, small chil-
dren are playing football, with the sea and the 
sweeping mountains so symbolic of Rio to the 
rear. A type of fern protrudes onto the extreme 
edge to the left, as if it were necessary to have 
a plant in this spot to somehow make the 
point. Which point? That the picture doesn’t 
require a frame. If the plant was not present, 
the viewer’s eye would have more room but the 
picture would then flow out upwards and thus 
call for a frame. 

Of course football is still being played in 
Rio almost sixty years later. The scenery on the 
picture will match that we wish to associate 
with the World Cup in Brazil in 2014 and the 
location of the final in Rio De Janeiro. It is as 
much a stereotype as genuine scenery so it will 
be suitable for mediatisation. The image will 
however not be framed in gold or by a fern. The 
World Cup will frame the city and the whole 
country and present it to the world. Just like 
Brandao’s picture. Å

T
he main thing a good coach needs to 
know is when to employ his knowledge 
and expertise. Normally he will also 
have a large, well-qualified group of staff 
around him who make a huge contribu-
tion to a team’s success. However, it is 

up to the coach to use the data given to him 
by the performance analysts, medical staff, 
physiotherapists, goalkeeping coaches and 
nutritionists. Good match analysis is worth-
less if the coach does not have a clear idea of 
how he can use it to benefit his team in their 
next outing. Psychologists can be important 
too but at the end of the day it’s the coach who 
needs to get through to his players. His tone 
when speaking is vital, as is the location he 
chooses to talk to his squad.

On top of that, respect is an important 
factor to consider when working with a team, 
and finding the right balance can be decisive. 
The dictatorial style of leadership that was 
common when I was a player doesn’t work to-
day. A coach needs to sense if his side just 
need a quiet word or if extra motivation is 
 required. The players, youngsters included, 
have become much more confident and don’t 

What qualities 
does a modern 

coach need?
Question by Fabio Lenzlinger, St. Gallen (Switzerland)

hesitate to question their coach’s work if the 
team is not getting the right results. It’s cru-
cial for a coach to give clear instructions.

A coach’s reputation as a player can help at 
the beginning but he can’t live off it for long, 
especially as it loses all validity once the side 
go through a rough patch. Players are sensitive 
and can tell straight away when a coach doesn’t 
have real weight of authority. Å

Summit meeting Netzer chats to coach Hennes Weiweiler in July 1971.
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In Turning Point, personalities reflect 
on a decisive moment in their lives.

T U R N I N G  P O I N T

Name
Christian “Bobo” Vieri
Date and place of birth
12 July 1973, Bologna
Position
Centre forward
Clubs
Torino, Pisa, Ravenna, Venezia, 
Atalanta, Juventus, Atletico 
Madrid, Lazio, Inter, Milan, 
Monaco, Sampdoria, Fiorentina
Italy national team
49 appearances, 23 goals

I 
was only 14 when my life went through a rad-
ical change – or to be more precise, when I 
made a radical change to my life. It was 1988. 
I said to myself: Christian, you want to play 
football, and you want to play at the highest 
level. I’d come to realise Australia couldn’t 

be part of my dream, even though Australia was 
my home. I spent almost the whole of my child-
hood in Sydney. My parents emigrated from 
Italy to Australia when I was three. But ulti-
mately my desire to live the dream was greater 
than anything else. And that’s how it has to be, 
otherwise it wouldn’t have been the right deci-
sion. I packed my bags, flew to Italy and went to 
live with my grandfather in Tuscany.

It sounds easy, but it wasn’t. It was hard, 
too hard in fact. You’re still too much of a child 
at 14 to be taking that kind of decision. Obvi-
ously I can console myself nowadays with the 
fact I realised the biggest dream of my life. How 
many kids dream of playing for their national 
team? Lots and lots. And how many make it?   
I was determined to be one of their number. I 
wanted it more than anything else in the world.

I often took my place among the thousands 
of fans on the terraces in Florence and watched 
Fiorentina. It cost 10,000 Lire to get in back 
then. I was in awe of Roberto Baggio. He was 
my idol. I watched him from afar for quite a 
while. He was a player down on the pitch and  
I was a fan on the terraces. And then one day I 
was playing alongside him. It was during the 
build-up to the 1998 World Cup in France.  
Cesare Maldini fielded us as the strike pair for 
Italy. Roberto Baggio played me passes and lay-
offs and said “scusa” if it went wrong. I kept 
thinking it couldn’t be true. I was playing up 
front with Roberto Baggio! For Italy! I have no 
idea what I said to him at the time, but I know 

for certain it was the day when I realised my 
dream had come true. It was an extraordinary 
feeling, absolutely unbelievable. 

A World Cup is an exceptional experience 
for every player. There’s an incredible atmo-
sphere, it’s almost surreal. You’re representing 
your country at the biggest football tournament 
of them all. You’re prepared to give absolutely 
everything. I was close to the edge, but then I 
scored the goals I was so desperate for. I scored 
five at France 1998 and four in Korea and Japan 
in 2002. Nine goals in nine games at the World 
Cup! The two World Cups are among the finest 
moments in my life – no, they are the finest 
moments in my life. I missed the 2006 World 
Cup with injury. And it was no tragedy when I 
quit the professional game in 2009. I’d sensed 
for many months I didn’t have the motivation 
when I reported for training. I was fine with 

ending my career as a professional footballer. 
My life had been nothing but training and 
matches. It was hard work for many long years 
and I’d become accustomed to it. But it’s com-
pletely normal that it comes to an end at some 
point and you start something new. Å

Interview by Doris Ladstaetter

Christian Vieri was only a young 
teenager when he left his family in 
Australia and travelled the 16,500 km 
to Italy in pursuit of his professional 
footballing dream. He has never for-
gotten the pain of parting.

“It was hard – 
too hard for a 
14-year-old”
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Yet over 200 have been
winners with FIFA.

As an organisation with 209 member 
associations, our responsibilities do not end 

with the FIFA World Cup™, but extend to 
safeguarding the Laws of the Game, developing 

football around the world and bringing hope to 
those less privileged.

Our Football for Hope Centres are one example 
of how we use the global power of football to 

build a better future.

www.FIFA.com/aboutfifa 

Only eight countries have ever 
lifted the FIFA World Cup Trophy.
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The answer to last week’s Quiz Cup was TEAM (detailed answers on www.fifa.com/theweekly). 

Inspiration and implementation: cus

 A  C  P  S

This year’s World Cup final will not be held in Brazil’s capital of Brasilia. How many of the 
previous 19 finals have not taken place in the host nation’s capital city?
(The final game of the 1950 World Cup is considered a “final” in this case).

Since 1888, where is a football tournament held every year that is
assumed to be the oldest in the world outside Great Britain?

Three of these four men come from the same city. Who is the odd one out?

Where would you find this stadium with only two stands, and in which 
year was it the venue for games at a major tournament?

One of the world’s oldest tournaments, four gentlemen and a stadium with only two stands – take a guess!

C 8
H 7
L 6 
P 5

C Venezuela 2007 P USA 2005
T Portugal 2004 W China 2004
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T H I S  W E E K ’ S  P O L LA S K  F I F A !

L A S T  W E E K ’ S  P O L L  R E S U LT S

Where does the expression 
‘hat-trick’ come from?
Alexander Graf, Bonn (Germany)

Answered by chief editor Thomas 
Renggli: The term is taken directly 
from cricket. Back in 1858 Heath-
field Harman  Stephenson became 
the first bowler to take three 
wickets in three consecutive 
deliveries. He was presented with 
a hat to mark the achievement. 
FIFA recognises a hat-trick in 
football when a player scores 
three goals in a game, although 
in many parts of the world a 
‘pure’ hat-trick requires the three 
goals to be scored in a single half 
with no other goal in between.

R E D - C A R D E D

Chelsea finished the 1-0 defeat away to Aston Villa 
with nine men after both Ramires and Willian 
were sent off. The Blues were beaten for the first 
time in 14 matches and missed the chance to pull 
clear at the top of the Premier League table.

R O C K E T  S H O TR E C O R D - B R E A K E R

Lionel Messi has scored 371 goals for 
Barcelona in the last ten years. His 
hat-trick in a 7-0 demolition of 
Osasuna last Sunday took him past 
Paulino Alcantara to become the 
club’s all-time leading scorer. The 
previous record-holder, a Spaniard 
with Philippine roots, struck 369 
times for the Catalans between 
1912 and 1927.

The shot by Eugen Polanski 
to put Hoffenheim 1-0 up 
against Mainz travelled at 
96 km/h. Respected 
magazine Kicker described 
it as a “cannonball” effort, 
although Hoffenheim on 
the whole misfired in a 4-2 
defeat. The hardest shot 
ever measured was an 

astonishing 211 km/h 
free-kick by Brazilian 

Ronny, 
currently of 
Hertha Berlin.

371 9 96

Which of the five African teams 
will be most successful at the 
World Cup?

Algeria, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Nigeria and Cameroon are Africa’s 
representatives at the finals in Brazil. Can the continent finally 
supply one of the semi-finalists?
Email your views to feedback-theweekly@fifa.org

Will Germany win the World Cup? Who is your favorite?
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