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  Cesare Prandelli: World champion of style 

The Italy coach is the epitome of elegance and style, and sets stand-
ards in his dealings with players where he values a unique code of 
conduct above ability and form. In this week’s big interview the 
“Mister” discusses arrogant players, this summer’s World Cup and 
the loss of his wife. Asked about his team’s chances in Brazil, his 
answer was enigmatic: “We’re not the best, but we can beat the best.”  

 15   Record crowds in Costa Rica 
Fans flocked to the U-17 Women’s World Cup. We talked to some of 
them, including a student, a shopkeeper and newly-inspired 12-year-
old Pamela: “One day I’d like to become a professional footballer.”

 19   Festival of hope 
The World Cup in Brazil has a social and community dimension.  
The Football for Hope festival brings together kids from all over the 
world to discuss their experiences and play football.

 23   Presidential Note: A sign of peace 
FIFA aims to boost peaceful and respectful attitudes in the game 
with the Handshake for Peace. In his weekly column President 
Blatter praises “one of the most powerful interpersonal gestures, 
signifying mutual respect, integrity and recognition.”

 25 
  Jordan: Football as a refuge 

Hundreds of thousands of people have been displaced by the 
Syrian civil conflict. In the Za’atari refugee camp in Jordan many 
children are trying to forget their traumatic past. Football is 
playing a key role. 

 30   “1974 was a dream come true” 
Australia coach Ange Postecoglou has fond boyhood memories of 
his country’s first World Cup, when the players had to take leave to 
play at the tournament in Germany.

 36   Netzer knows! 
Would you enjoy a modern footballer’s lifestyle? Gunter Netzer is no 
friend of all-pervasive, intrusive and instant media coverage, but 
welcomes the array of specialists working with players nowadays.

 37   Turning Point 
Hidetoshi Nakata played football his whole life, until one morning 
he decided to travel the world instead. “I was 29 when I realised: 
It’s over! I’ve had enough of professional sport.”
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The Azzurri Code
Cover: Cesare Prandelli 
in the stands at Henryk 
Reyman Stadium in 
Cracow, Poland. The 
image was captured in 
summer 2012.
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U N C O V E R E D

C
hoosing a lead story sometimes prompts 
long debate at our editorial meetings, but 
when we sat down at the kick-off meeting for 

this issue a few weeks ago, we settled on a cover 
story in the space of 30 seconds: Italy. Italia!

The cult of Calcio. Italian football is steeped 
in tradition and tactical cunning, and that is 
why the four-time world champions remain 
competitive even in a transitional phase. No na-
tional team is as hard to assess in the build-up 
to a major tournament as Italy. Are they really 
mere underdogs in 2014? It is said the Azzurri 
are at their most dangerous when the world has 
written them off, just like in 1982 and 2006.

Following a long interview with national 
coach Cesare Prandelli on the outskirts of Flo-
rence our writer Doris Ladstaetter came to this 
conclusion: the man who has imposed a unique 
code of conduct on his team is approaching the 

Brazil project with ominous care. “We’re not 
the best, but we can beat the best,” he intoned. 
Incidentally, Prandelli chose to be interviewed 
in a library.

H
is Australian counterpart is less concerned 
with amassing silverware, but how could it 
be otherwise when cricket and rugby dom-

inate the domestic sporting scene? Socceroos 
supremo Ange Postecoglou offered a refresh-
ingly different perspective on this and other 
clichés, including the extraordinary fact that 
10,000 Australian fans have signed up for 
World Cup trips to Vitoria.

T
he “Handshake for Peace” was launched a 
short time ago. This special gesture will play 
a prominent role in Brazil. The handshake 

is intended to send a message of peace around 

the world: mutual respect must be upheld re-
gardless of the outcome of a match. Sepp Blatter 
is inviting team captains to meet and shake 
hands in the centre circle after every World 
Cup match. “A game of football may end with 
the final whistle,” the FIFA President states in 
his weekly column, “but our fight for peace, in-
tegration and social justice only starts for real 
after that.” Å

 
Alan Schweingruber

Still waters

Testing the waters Italy players freshen up in Rio. The scene was captured during the Confederations Cup in June 2013.A
nt

on
io

 C
al

an
ni

 / 
A

P

5T H E F I FA W E E K LY



Name
Claudio Cesare Prandelli
Date and place of birth
19 August 1957, Orzinuovi, Italy
Children
Niccolo (born 1984),  
Carolina (born 1987)
Italian national team
Head coach since 2010
Playing career honours
Three-time Italian league winner, 
European Cup winner with Juventus
Coaching career honours
Italian Serie B champions,  
EURO 2012 runner-up,  
Third place at 2013 Confederations Cup 
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Cesare Prandelli was speaking  
to Doris Ladstaetter and  

Franco Nicolussi, Coverciano

Upon arrival at Italy’s Coverciano training 
ground, the sharp-suited Cesare Prandelli 
shakes our hands and is promptly met with 
the reverent greeting: “Buongiorno Mister”.

Mr Prandelli, do you insist on being called 
“Mister”?

Cesare Prandelli (smiles): Of course not. 
That’s just how it is here in Italy – anyone who 
coaches a team here is called “Mister”.

But with two months to go before the World 
Cup, you must be THE Mister in Italy right now. 

A couple of days ago, I was drinking my 
espresso in a café when the door opened, a 
man came in and cried “Ciao Mister!” I turned 
around to greet him, but the man looked 
straight past me and beamed at the coach of 
the local school team instead.

That modesty is reminiscent of Giovanni 
Trapattoni, who was your coach for six years 
at Juventus.

Giovanni was always a role model to me. He 
always managed to give players a confidence 
boost, even ones like me who played less often. 
He always lived out his dreams and retained 
his enthusiasm, no matter what happened. 

Do you dream of winning the World Cup in 
Brazil?

I’ll be happy if we make it past the group 
stages.

Aren’t you understating the team’s chances? 
In 2012, you reached the final of the European 
Championship with a young Italian team and 
finished third in last year’s Confederations 
Cup. Surely you feel the team is able to naviga-
te the group stages against England, Uruguay 
and Costa Rica?

There’s no sense in burdening a young 
team like ours with high expectations. It’s 
smarter to set realistic goals, and getting 
through the group stages is realistic enough. 
You’ve got to take a tournament like the 
World Cup one step at a time.

You recently described the physical condition 
of some potential Italian internationals as 
“embarrassing”, which has caused consterna-
tion in Italy’s Serie A.

Possibly, but it’s a simple fact: the speed at 
which football is played in the rest of Europe 
is not that at which football is played in Italy. 
Normally our players are in good shape by 
March, but that was not the case in our last 
match. What else could I do, keep quiet about 
it?

Do the clubs bear the blame for these low 
fitness levels?

I’m not blaming anyone. It’s not for me to 
judge whether the problem is a result of 
preparation or conditioning. 

What steps will you take to manage this 
situation? It won’t be possible to change the 
players’ physical condition significantly in the 
three weeks’ preparation you get with them 
before the World Cup.

Yet that’s the task we face; those three 
weeks will have to do. We’ll certainly focus on 
improving the team’s physical condition, as 
that’ll be a deciding factor in Brazil. I learned 
that lesson at last year’s Confederations Cup. 

What happened?
I reached my limits for the first time in 

my coaching career. Over the course of two 
matches, eight players asked me if they could 
be substituted. They held out bravely for the 
first 20 minutes, then played for another 15 
minutes before running out of breath enti-
rely. At that point, they just wanted to get off 
the pitch. Our opponents weren’t finding it 
any easier; it was a real rollercoaster of an 
experience.

Who are your favourites for the World Cup?
The usual four teams: Brazil for their 

technique, tradition and home advantage; 
Spain for dominating world football over the 
past few years; Germany because they have 
now forged a winning mentality among their 
players; and Argentina, because of the wealth 
of talent within the team. Colombia and 
Belgium are both teams who could spring a 
surprise. 

And Italy?
We’re not among the best teams, but we 

can beat them. We’ll go to the World Cup with 
the knowledge that we can cause any team 
problems in the right conditions.

Apart from Gianluigi Buffon and Daniele De 
Rossi, your players have barely any experience 

“We can beat the 
best teams”
Cesare Prandelli epitomises elegance and style, and upholds a unique  
code of conduct within the national team. In this week’s big interview,  
the man the Italians call “Mister” sits down with Doris Ladstaetter and 
Franco Nicolussi at Coverciano, the headquarters of the Italian FA,  
to discuss arrogant footballers, this summer’s World Cup and the loss  
of his wife.
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Yes, I’d love to do that. A few days ago, 
Carlo Ancelotti told me that in his two years 
with Chelsea, he never had to deal with any 
fans who disagreed with him. When I hear 
that and think of all the unnecessary dispu-
tes that we get into here in Italy, I want to 
head off somewhere new immediately. 

You were married for 30 years. How did you 
come to terms with our wife’s death?

I was 18 and my wife wasn’t yet 15 when 
we met in our hometown near Brescia, and we 
had been together ever since. It was a big 
shock for me when she passed away seven 
years ago, so I’d really prefer to keep that part 
of my life to myself. But then I think to 
myself: “Why?” In my experience, people have 
been very sympathetic when I talk about it. 

What do you usually say to them?
I tell them that my wife comforted me and 

my children even though she was the one who 
was dying. And it wasn’t just us she consoled: 
it was our friends and all our relatives too. She 
died on a Monday – the players’ and coaches’ 
day off. In her final moments, the children and 
I sat on the bed with her and kept talking to 
her, because the doctors in charge of her 
palliative care had explained to us that termi-
nally ill patients lose their hearing last of all. 
She was fantastic. She enabled us to say our 
painful goodbyes with composure, and I’ll 
never forget that. Å

I T A LY

of international tournaments. How do you give 
the rest of the team the confidence to win 
games?

With less complete players, I have to focus 
on their strengths because I don’t have time 
to work on their weaknesses. My most im-
portant job is to give the team a feeling of 
togetherness, but I can do that through other 
channels such as our code of ethics.

You imposed this code of conduct on the 
national side upon your appointment as coach 
four years ago. Your motto is that anyone who 
does not know how to behave or control 
themselves should not be playing. Do Italian 
players need such educational measures?

I want players to feel that they have to 
earn their place in the team again. It’s an 
honour to wear the Azzurri shirt and you have 
to earn it not only with technical skills and 
good performances but by behaving correctly 
too. A player who spits in his opponent’s face 
or dives repeatedly does not deserve to be 
called up to the national team right now, 
regardless of how well he is playing.

A code of ethics like that could cause problems 
if a crucial player like Daniele De Rossi loses 
his temper before the World Cup starts.

Theoretically yes, but not in practice. I 
don’t think one of our key players would lose 
their temper before the World Cup. If he did, 
he wouldn’t be an important player I can 
count on, so the World Cup wouldn’t be an 
option for him anyway.

Have any of the players put up a fight against 
this code of ethics? 

Not one. Only a couple of officials or 
coaches had objections.

Even De Rossi, when you left him out of a 
friendly against Spain at the start of March 

because he punched an opponent in a league 
match?

Even him. Players appreciate those kind 
of rules; they have to have something to 
measure up to. The players who are going to 
the World Cup know that they’re the chosen 
few, and that helps to instil team spirit and a 
feeling of confidence.

What do you dislike about the world of foot-
ball?

The arrogance and the fact that many 
people take themselves so seriously. 

Was there a time when things were different?
We didn’t take ourselves so seriously 

when I was playing. If we lost a match on 
Sunday, we stayed at home the next day out 
of shame. We felt responsible for every game 
we lost. We were thankful for the amazing 
life we got to lead as 20-year-olds. We had 
simpler lives off the pitch. We had to rent our 
homes and pay our bills ourselves. We didn’t 
have an entourage to take care of tiresome 
day-to-day things.

You actually wanted to be an architect.
Yes, but then my mother interfered and 

said “Do the diploma, Cesare, the diploma.” So 
I did my surveyor’s diploma instead. 

Do you enjoy creating things, even if it’s just 
an idea on the football pitch?

You bet! We could spend weeks talking 
about what I’d like to create and play around 
with: apartments, houses, clothes. I’m into 
everything.

The Italian Football Association have extended 
your contract for another two years irrespecti-
ve of the team’s performance at the World 
Cup. Aren’t you keen to coach abroad at some 
point?

Firm friends Former Italy 
coach Giovanni Trapattoni 
shares a laugh with Prandelli.
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“The players who 
are going to the 
World Cup know 
they are the 
chosen few, and 
that helps to 
instil team spirit 
and a feeling of 
confidence.”
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Doris Ladstaetter

F
or many years, club owners in Italy simply 
swept any signs of trouble under the car-
pet. Debts were camouflaged by expen-
sive signings and lavish displays of 
wealth, which may explain why hardly 
anybody noticed when the league began 

to suffer and wilt away over the last decade. In 
1990, Germany won the World Cup in Italy with 
nine players who plied their trade there; house-
hold names such as Jurgen Klinsmann, Lothar 
Matthaus and Thomas Hassler. Serie A was the 
place to be in world football, and Italian clubs 
recruited only the very best talents from South 
America and Europe including the likes of Die-
go Maradona, Careca, Zico, Michel Platini, Mar-
co van Basten and Ruud Gullit. The list of 
alumni at Juventus, Napoli, AC Milan and Inter 
Milan from that period reads like a fantasy XI 
of the world game. In this golden age, it seemed 
like everyone in the country was a football fan 
and the stadiums were overflowing with tifosi 
accustomed to seeing their teams win. Italy 
was a footballing paradise and the Serie A was 
rightly labelled the world’s best league.

Exodus of stars
Two decades on and the opposite is now the 
case. Carlos Tevez and Fernando Llorente are 
among the most famous foreign names cur-
rently lacing their boots at Italian clubs yet 
neither are sure of being included in the World 
Cup squads of their respective countries, Ar-
gentina and Spain. Star players are no longer 
drawn to the league and the ones that are there 
are eager to leave. Kaka, who has a long-stand-
ing connection to AC Milan, was forced to ac-
cept a pay cut from €10 million to €4 million 
per year in order to return from Real Madrid. 
He is unhappy at the prospect of a second wage 
reduction and in Italy it is reported that he 
could soon be on his way to play in Florida. 

Between 2004 and 2013 only five Italian 
teams reached the quarter-finals of the UEFA 
Cup/Europa League, compared to 17 between 
1994 and 2003. “The speed football is played at 
elsewhere in Europe is not the same as the speed 
it’s played at in Italy,” bemoaned national team 
coach Cesare Prandelli recently. Given the qual-
ity of matches on offer in the country, many 
observers are wondering what has happened to 
supporters on matchdays. They are not in the 
stadiums at any rate, as vast expanses of empty 
seats greet the players at kick-off. Not even the 
Milan derby or Juventus versus AC Milan have 
been able to produce a sell out in either of the 
last two years. The latter have recently been av-
eraging crowds of 44,000 per game. At Borussia 
Dortmund, the figure is almost twice as high. 

Investors wanted
That is why in a country once so football-mad, 
club owners are becoming increasingly fretful. 
Heavily in debt, infuriated and without any 
recognisable growth strategy, they have been 
teetering from one alliance to another for 
years. The feeling that they are tortured pris-
oners of their own passion grows with each 
passing season. Nowadays they do not stay si-
lent on their club’s plight either, and are not 
afraid to publicise their desperate search for a 
buyer, or at least a partner with some financial 
muscle. “Whoever wants Genoa should get in 
touch,” said Enrico Preziosi two years ago of 
the club he acquired for less than €1 million . 
Massimo Cellino’s intentions of selling Sardin-
ian side Cagliari Calcio to a sheikh have now 
been put on ice, but it was once a hot topic in 
the media, and remains so among the club’s 
fans. 

Inter Milan president Massimo Moratti has 
been searching for a buyer since 2011. Last year 
he sold 75 per cent of his shares in the club to 
Indonesian businessman Erick Thohir for a re-
ported €250 million. In 18 years as president, 

QUO VADIS  
ITALY?

Moratti invested more than €1.2 billion from 
his dwindling family fortune in order to keep 
the club’s constant debt in check.

And now the kingpin of all club owners, AC 
Milan’s Silvio Berlusconi, is also preparing his 
exit. “I lose 50 million Euros a year with Milan,” 
the convicted president told 'Gazzetta dello 
Sport’ a few days ago. Berlusconi has been or-
dered to pay back €100 million due to tax eva-
sion and other offences, has racked up losses 
with his Mondadori publishing group and must 
also pay his ex-wife Veronica Lario alimony to 
the tune of €50,000 per day. 

When Berlusconi took over AC Milan in 
1986 there were no such restraints and he em-
barked on a spending spree with his friend and 
club vice-president Adriano Galliani. A team 
made up of Gennaro Gattuso, Andrea Pirlo, 
Kaka, Paolo Maldini, Alessandro Nesta, Leon-
ardo, Filippo Inzaghi and Clarence Seedorf 
prospered for years with Berlusconi’s backing. 
Now it appears the 77-year-old is remembering 
everything he stubbornly refused to consider 
while on his recruitment drive: building the 
club its own stadium, leaving behind a legacy 
and supporting youth academies. 

Only a stepping stone?
Those failings will make life tough for his 
daughter Barbara, if she indeed manages to 
take over from her father. Aware that AC Milan 
cannot simply open the chequebook to 
strengthen the playing squad, she also knows 
that nurturing youth will take time to bear 
fruit. She has estimated that the effects of 
overhauling the youth system would not be felt 
“for at least three years”, leaving a side sorely 
lacking in home-grown youngsters reliant on 
23-year-old Mario Balotelli as they trail in Ju-
ventus’ wake. 

Looking on the bright side, AC Milan are 
trying to keep their finances in check and the 
overall loss of €16 million on transfers over the 

Aging club owners are stepping down in Italy, tired of making huge losses and leaving behind them 
second-rate players, crumbling stadiums and a gaping void in youth development.
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Sign of the times A snapshot of life in the  
national team, with Chrisitan Maggio (top),  

Emanuele Giaccherini and Andrea Pirlo (right).
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In a country once so 
football-mad, club  
owners are becoming 
increasingly fretful.

last decade is comparatively small. To put that 
into perspective, FC Barcelona have spent over 
€300 million more than they have received on 
transfers during the same ten-year period. 
“Italian clubs are nowhere near as heavily in 
debt as some Spanish or English clubs are and 
that’s a good thing,” said Demetrio Albertini, 
vice-president of the Italian Football Associa-
tion and a former AC Milan midfielder who has 
been calling for reforms to focus on youth for 
years. “We have to decide what we want to be: 
a talent supplier for foreign leagues, or a top 
league ourselves,” said Albertini.

Change in the air
Udinese owner and businessman Gianpaolo 
Pozzo, who like Berlusconi has been in the foot-
ball industry since 1986, appears to have found 
a way to make a profit despite the economic 
crisis. The club brings in young foreign players 
and sells them off later. In recent years Pozzo 
has also acquired Spanish side Granada and 
English outfit Watford FC. Juventus are anoth-
er club recording profits despite the financial 
climate, largely thanks to the fact they own 
their stadium, which is the only arena in the 
whole country not owned by the local authori-
ty. AS Roma are eager to emulate that set-up 
and are set to start construction on a new sta-
dium this year. The finished article, expected 
to be ready in time for the 2016/17 season, will 
look like a modern version of the Colosseum. 

It appears, then, that Italy’s club owners do 
have an idea of the direction they want to head 
in. Megastars earning millions are a thing of 
the past. In the future it will be young, home-
grown Italian gladiators making the headlines, 
eager to conquer the world of football. Å

12

A fifth World Cup title will be tough Italian stars Daniele De Rossi (left) and 
Mario Balotelli must inspire the Azzurri to overcome former world champions 
England and Uruguay in the group stage.



1934 There’s a first time for ever-
ything and this was the first 
time Italy had taken part in 

the World Cup, the first time the country had 
hosted a major sporting event and the first 
time it had lifted the Jules Rimet trophy, bea-
ting Czechoslovakia in the Final. Fascist dicta-
tor Benito Mussolini took full advantage of the 
tournament, using it as a political tool. The 
Azzurri were led by the unlikely duo of Vittorio 
Pozzo, a Pirelli official, and Giorgio Vaccaro, a 
General in the fascist militia, the two of them 
keeping the team in total isolation for one and 
a half months and adopting a military-style 
approach to their preparations. The Final was 
played in the National Stadium of the Fascist 
Party in Rome in front of 50,000 spectators.

1938 An Italian side inspired by 
Colaussi, Piola and Meazza 
combined greater technical 

ability with the drills and discipline of four 
 years previously to beat Hungary 4-2 in the 
 Final in France. Mussolini once again seized 
the opportunity to promote his nationalistic 
ideas, announcing that nothing other than vic-
tory for Italy would suffice. And nobody dared 
to contradict him. The Italians played in black 
and won the Final after extra time, the players 
each receiving 20,000 lire as a reward for their 
efforts. One year later Mussolini led the coun-
try to war. There would be no World Cup 
matches for over a decade.  

The four World 
Cup titles

1982 Italy’s path to World Cup glo-
ry in Spain was nothing other 
than remarkable. After failing 

to win a single game during the group stages 
and edging Cameroon into second place on 
 goals scored, the controversy surrounding the 
players’ activities prior to the tournament spi-
ralled out of control. To relieve the pressure, 
the Azzurri launched a press boycott and made 
the untalkative Dino Zoff their media spokes-
man. Paolo Rossi got back to his best and sco-
red six goals to become the tournament’s top 
scorer, a feat that was all the more impressive 
given the ban he had received for his role in an 
earlier betting scandal and malicious rumours 
circulating about his supposed homosexuality. 
Enzo Bearzot’s men were ultimately the best 
team in Spain, beating Maradona’s Argentina 
2-1, Zico’s Brazil 3-2, Boniek’s Poland 2-0 and 
Rummenigge’s Germany 3-1 in the Final. 

2006 The players selected for the 
tournament in Germany 
were both too old and too 

corrupt in the eyes of many Italian people who 
had lost faith in the team following the “Calci-
opoli” scandal. In fact, a number of fans had 
expressed their desire for the Azzurri to re-
main at home when allegations of match-fixing 
in Serie A first came to light. Juventus and the 
sons of national team coach Marcello Lippi and 
Juve General Director Luciano Moggi were 
caught in the centre of the storm, with the 
 Bianconeri relegated to Serie B after two suc-
cessive title triumphs. But the Italians played 
the perfect defensive game at the World Cup, 
beating France on penalties in a Final often 
 remembered for the wrong reasons: Zinedine 
 Zidane received a red card in his last-ever game 
for headbutting Marco Materazzi.

Franco Nicolussi
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http://worldwide.hyundai.com/WW/Experience/SponsorshipActivity/HyundaiFIFAWorldcup/index.html


The U-17 Women’s World Cup in Costa Rica has served 
to showcase women’s football on the world stage, with 

a record total of 209,658 fans attending the group 
matches at the tournament in Central America.

Abeer Elsayed, San Jose

“W
e really didn’t expect the level to 
be so high. We now see women’s 
football in a completely different 
light and will follow the progress 
of these young players with great 
interest,” said one of the many 

fans interviewed by FIFA at the matches in 
 Costa Rica.

One of the spectators who spoke to FIFA is 
Esteban, a student watching a match at the Es-
tadio Nacional in San Jose. “I’d never seen a 
women’s football match before this World Cup,” 
he said on leaving the stadium. “I came here to 
support Venezuela because I think that they 
and Nigeria have been the best two teams at 
the tournament so far. It’s certainly been a lot 
of fun watching both sides in action.”

“The same level as the men’s game”
Paola Ramirez, also a fan of women’s football, 
is in complete agreement. “I’d never have 
thought that women’s football could reach a 
similar level to the men’s game,” she said laugh-
ing, “but now I’m really enthusiastic about the 
women’s game. I felt that Spain and Japan were 
the most impressive performers, but I will al-
ways support Venezuela.”

Enthusiasm for the World Cup is by no 
means exclusive to San Jose, though. Adrian, a 
29-year-old fan of Herediano, the club current-
ly in second place in the Costa Rican league, has 
also had a change of heart about the women’s 
game. “Before the tournament I wasn’t particu-
larly excited at the prospect of watching women 
playing football,” he admitted. “But I have to say 
that their performances have really impressed 
me, especially the Japanese team. I managed to 
get hold of some tickets and I decided to come 
again today just to see Japan play.” And Adrian 
also has a new favourite player from the tour-
nament in Central America: “Deyna Castellanos 
is unbelievable for her age. I’ll have to try to sign 
her for my team,” he joked.

“The stars of tomorrow”
The U-17 Women’s World Cup has always of-
fered talented young players a chance to shine, 

and Costa Rica 2014 is no exception. Castella-
nos, Gloriana Villalobos, the two Garcias – Na-
hikari and Gabriela – and Marie Levasseur are 
just a few of the up-and-coming stars who have 
consistently impressed the fans with their 
technical ability throughout the tournament.

“It’s a lot of fun watching Villalobos and 
Castellanos play football, and I think that both 
players have a very bright future ahead of them,” 
said Rafael Romano, a local shopkeeper who was 

so impressed by the opening games of the tour-
nament that he switched off his television and 
went to watch the matches live instead. 

The World Cup has also served to inspire 
12-year-old Pamela, who was in the stadium to 
cheer on Italy and see Manuela Giugliani in ac-
tion. “One day I’d like to become a professional 
footballer and play for Costa Rica,” said the fan 
of South American stars Lionel Messi and Ney-
mar. “But it might not happen for a while.” Å

A victory for women’s football

U -17  W O M E N ' S  W O R L D  C U P  C O S T A  R I C A

Participating countries
16

Final
Japan v Spain  

(4 April in San Jose)
Unbeaten run

Japan have gone five 
games without defeat

Total number of spectators  
in the group phase

209,658
Goals per game

3.43

Dynamism and 
enthusiasm 

Barbara Serrano 
(Venezuela, left) 

in action against 
the hosts.Ja
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O N  T H E  I N S I D E
T A L K I N G  P O I N T S

first leg, even if they did win the return 
fixture 2-1. The only consolation was that 
Zenit’s display away from home brought 
about a rare episode of Dortmund fans 
booing their own side.

However, the expensively assembled Russian 
teams must surely be hoping for more on the 
European stage. Zenit, CSKA, Spartak and 
Lokomotiv have all been expected to join the 
continent’s elite for many years now, but 
despite the vast sums spent on transfers, 
they only tend to attract B-list internationals 
such as Lassana Diarra (Lokomotiv), Lucas 

P r e m j e r  L i g a

Zenit braced for 
title-decider in May 

Sven Goldmann is a football 
expert at Tagesspiegel newspaper 
in Berlin.

Slowly but surely Zenit St 
Petersburg are starting to 

shrug off the mystifying sluggishness that 
has afflicted them since the restart of the 
Premjer Liga season this spring. The Gaz-
prom-backed club were clearly affected by 
the dismissal of Italian coach Luciano 
Spalletti and it showed in their results, with 
a draw at home to Tom Tomsk followed up by 
defeat away to CSKA Moscow. Russia’s No1 
football fan Vladimir Putin must have been 
incensed at the results his favourite team 
were picking up. 

Things have improved since Portuguese 
strategist Andre Villas-Boas was installed on 
the touchline, although the team’s return to 
within one point of the summit has as much 
to do with with the failings of the other title 
challengers as their recent triumphs over 
Krylya Sovetov Samara and Amkar Perm.  
The Moscow derby on Matchday 23 between 
league leaders Lokomotiv and their rivals 
from the east of the city Spartak ended 
goalless, with the former unable to capitalise 
on their dominance, even if Sergey Tkachev 
and Alexander Samedov both hit the post. 
Roman Pavlyuchenko was brought on five 
minutes before the end, but was unable to 
make his presence felt. 

That Zenit have been able to make up 
ground on Lokomotiv will have provided 
only a small measure of comfort in what has 
been an otherwise bleak start to the year. 
Russian clubs, Zenit in particular, are still a 
long way off being able to truly compete on 
the European stage. That is partly down to 
the country’s geography, which leaves clubs 
at a disadvantage as they are unable to play 
for three months from the start of Decem-
ber due to the Russian winter. That hardly 
makes for ideal preparations for the Cham-
pions League knockout rounds, which are 
always scheduled to start in mid-February. A 
lack of match practice is a considerable 
drawback, as Zenit once again discovered 
this year against Borussia Dortmund. Any 
hopes of qualifying for the next round all 
but vanished after a 4-2 home defeat in the 

Barrios (Spartak), Keisuke Honda (CSKA) 
and Hulk (Zenit).

Zenit, who only finished as runners-up to 
CSKA in the Premjer League last term, must 
now try and salvage what is left of the current 
campaign by regaining the title. They will 
have a chance to make a statement of that 
intent three games before the end of the 
season on 2 May, when they travel to Moscow 
to face Lokomotiv for what may well turn out 
to be the title decider. Å

Obstacle course Miguel Danny of Zenit (right) versus Reginal Goreux of Krylia Sovetov Samara in  
 St Petersburg’s 2-1 win.

“Despite vast sums spent on 
 transfers, Russian clubs tend to 
 at tract B - list internationals.”
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L i g a  N a c i o n a l

Wounded Lions
Nicola Berger rounds up the 
latest from Honduran football.

In Honduras, the “Supercla-
sico” between Olimpia and 
Marathon is as big as they 

come, pitting Tegucigalpa against San Pedro 
Sula, the Lions against the Green Monster. 
The latest meeting on Sunday did not end 
well for record titleholders Olimpia, who 
finished on the wrong side of a 3-0 home 
defeat. 

That humbling for coach Danilo Tosello’s side 
came as something of a shock, as Marathon 
finished the Apertura championship in last 
place, are currently in danger of relegation 
and were hammered 6-1 at home by Real 
Espana as recently as 22 March. Furthermore, 
the team has plenty of other worries: their 
poverty-stricken home of San Pedro Sula is 

the most violent city on earth and had the 
world’s highest murder rate in 2013.

The capital Tegucigalpa, which lies 1000 
metres above sea level, is also rife with social 
difficulties but the Olimpia fans at least have 
the consolation of seeing their team at the 
top of the standings with just two rounds of 
matches left to play. The leaders have a good 
chance of qualifying for the two-legged “Gran 
Final”, which will take place on the first 
weekend in May. 

It would be no surprise if Olimpia, who were 
originally founded as a baseball team, were to 
win their 28th domestic championship, as 
they have lifted four of the last five titles and 
are routinely the best side in the country. 
Their strongest challengers for the crown are 
an untitled Real Sociedad side fired on by the 
23 goals of 25-year-old forward Ronny ’Ron-
igol’ Martinez, and the San Pedro Sula based 
Apertura champions Real Espana, spearhead-
ed by striker Bryan Rochez, who has struck 
20 times this season. If Rochez manages to 

help wrestle the prize away from favourites 
Olimpia it would not be without irony, as the 
19-year-old is a Tegucigalpa native.

The attacker is not likely to stay put for much 
longer though. As is the case in many Central 
American countries, Honduran football lacks 
infrastructure and financial clout. The na-
tion’s World Cup hopes rest on two players 
who have long since left the Liga Nacional: 
27-year-old Emilio Izaguirre of Celtic, and 
30-year-old Maynor Figueroa from Hull City. 
The latter is sure to have watched the latest 
Superclasico from afar, having played for 
Olimpia until 2008. Å

Shouting for joy Real Espana striker Bryan Rochez is in the form of his life. 
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The rise of
artificial turf

internationally recognised standard. Labora-
tory and pitch tests were used to determine 
the resistance, stability and positive play-
er-surface interaction. In 2004, the Interna-
tional Football Association Board (IFAB) re-
solved to incorporate artificial pitches into 
the Laws of the Game.

All-weather pitches have certainly attract-
ed their fair share of criticism. Purists miss 
the smell of the grass and contact with na-
ture. It was also strongly alleged that the dyes 

and additives in the plastic grass could dam-
age the health of athletes or the environment. 
In order to further refine their requirements, 
particularly with regard to the quality of ar-
tificial pitches for elite football, FIFA devel-
oped a new seal of approval, “FIFA 2 Star REC-
OMMENDED”, in 2004. In 2009, the “FIFA 
Preferred Producer initiative” was launched 
with the aim of improving the lifecycle of the 
system at every stage, from production and 
installation to maintenance.

Technological progress and investments in 
research and development have made it possi-
ble to eliminate some of the flaws encoun-
tered with all-weather pitches. In particular, 
fears over the safety of players have been al-
layed by scientific studies, several of which 
have shown that the number of accidents on 
artificial turf is roughly equal to that of nat-
ural grass and that the severity of injuries is 
not impacted by the playing surface.

In the past 15 years, artificial pitches 
have gradually become a common sight in 
football. Å

Xavier Breuil

T
he sporting world witnessed a minor rev-
olution in the 1960s when a series of ar-
tificial pitches were laid in the USA. The 
first of these was installed at the Hou-
ston Astrodome in April 1966 for use in 
baseball games, before a Super Bowl was 

played on a similar surface a few years later. 
When the Summer Olympics arrived in Mon-
treal in 1976, the entire field hockey competi-
tion was held on artificial turf.

Football followed this development with 
keen interest, and before long several clubs in 
Europe had decided to invest in all-weather 
pitches, particularly in Scandinavia. Artificial 
turf offers many advantages, not least the abil-
ity to play regardless of the weather, and the 
consistency of the surface in challenging cli-
mates. It is also the only feasible solution for 
covered stadiums overshadowed by towering 
stands. Such pitches are less timeconsuming 
and cheaper to maintain and provide a suitable 
surface for all kinds of occasions, from football 
matches to cultural events.

These advantages also impressed FIFA, 
which now promotes the construction of arti-
ficial pitches. In February 2001, the world 
football governing body introduced a quality 
concept as well as the “FIFA Recommended” 
seal of approval, which has since become an 

A R T I F I C I A L  T U R F  B O O M

Stepping into the 
future Artificial turf is 
more than just an 
alternative to a natural 
playing surface.

FIFA QUALIT Y PROGR AMME
FOR AR TIFICIAL T URF

Start: 2001
Number of FIFA-certified pitches:
2007: 110; 2013: 1587, of which:
AFC: 142, CAF: 83, CONCACAF: 111,  
CONMEBOL: 30, OFC: 20, UEFA: 1201
Manufacturers: 30 meet FIFA’s high 
standards, of which nine hold “FIFA 
 Preferred Producer” status.
Artificial turf used in: World Cup 
qualif iers, UEFA Champions League, 
Serie A (Italy), Eredivisie (Netherlands), 
Ligue 1 (France), Premier League 
 (Russia), FA Cup (England; see The 
FIFA Weekly 28 March).
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The World Cup in Brazil will not only provide a stage for the 
game’s best players to showcase their talents, it is also the perfect 

opportunity to use football to promote social issues.

Honey Thaljieh, Thomas Renggli

A
s world football’s governing body, FIFA 
plays a key role in the game’s social 
responsibility. The Football for Hope 
programme is one of the most impor-
tant instruments in this area as it sup-
ports projects that combine football 

and social development. Help can be provid-
ed in a number of ways, whether it be 
through financial means, expertise, equip-
ment, training or exchanges, on issues such 
as fund raising, networking, personal devel-
opment and communication.

When the World Cup enters its business end 
in July, Football for Hope will also share some 
of the spotlight. The Football for Hope Festival 

will bring together 32 teams of 15 to 18 year olds 
from around the world in order to discuss and 
share their experiences. The participants all 
come from socially committed organisations 
and they will arrive in Rio de Janeiro to cele-
brate their achievements and demonstrate the 
power of the game for social change on and off 
the pitch. They will provide a microcosm of the 
integrating effect football can have in wider so-
ciety by showing how football brings people 
together and builds bridges to help overcome 
national, religious and ethnic differences. 

At this social World Cup teams of three will 
play each other, but neither their performance 
nor the final result are the primary focus; in-
stead they should transmit football’s power to 
bring about social change as well as discuss 

ideas through intercultural meetings. It is 
about highlighting team building in a natural 
and playful manner. There will be no referees 
at these friendly encounters, so the players will 
have to mediate among themselves if any con-
troversial moments arise, meaning the road 
towards Fair Play should be found organically. 
Football can be an educational tool without a 
finger being raised in warning or a yellow card 
being shown. The World Cup is the perfect op-
portunity to show that. Å

Festival of Hope

Love of the game Football can 
help children develop as people 
as well as bridge cultural 
differences.
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T H E  D E B A T E

count of the key role the country played as a 
facilitator in the fight against apartheid. It is 
also the birthplace of the Nobel Peace Prize, 
which was bestowed on Mandela in 1993. After 
the game, South Africa’s Aaron Mokoena and 
Norway’s Morten Gamst Pedersen exchanged 
shirts and shook hands, doing so with a ’jive 
shake’ (where instead of shaking the whole 
hand, participants grab onto the base of the 
thumb). “In shaking hands this way, the two 
players look each other directly in the eye and 
are closer to one another than with a normal 
handshake,” says FIFA President Sepp Blatter. 

The image that went around the world
The Norwegian photographer Trond Tandberg 
captured the symbolic moment superbly on 

camera, and the image went viral across the 
globe. Today it serves as a reminder of an event 
that made a positive impact on the world, and 
thanks to the Handshake for Peace campaign, 
it is hoped the image will continue to send that 
message. With 265 million active footballers 
and 209 member associations (16 more than the 
United Nations), FIFA is certainly doing its bit 
to contribute. Å

Football connects and 
integrates people, and 
with the Handshake for 
Peace initiative, FIFA 
intends to strengthen 
this sentiment.

Thomas Renggli and Honey Thaljieh

“S
port has the power to inspire and 
unite people. It is the perfect means 
to promote fair play and justice.” 
These were the words of the late Nel-
son Mandela, and on the pitch they 
should have a bigger impact than any 

tactical instruction or technical move, since 
they illustrate the role that football can play, 
even in areas of conflict such as Palestine, Cy-
prus or the former Yugoslavia, where dialogue 
between the opposing sides has been initiated 
through football.

This coming Sunday 6 April will mark the 
International Day of Sports for Development 
and Peace. Spearheaded by the non-profit or-
ganisation Peace and Sport and on the recom-
mendation of the International Olympic Com-
mittee, it was brought into being by the United 
Nations in August 2013.

Part of game protocol
The aim of this day is to showcase the effect that 
sport can have in terms of integration. Inde-
pendently of this initiative, FIFA is also sending 
out a clear signal with the Handshake for Peace 
campaign. Approved by the FIFA Congress in 
Budapest in 2012, this initiative has been put 
into practice in recent months as a regular part 
of match etiquette at FIFA tournaments. After 
every game, the two captains come together 
with the referees and assistant referees and per-
form this symbolic gesture by shaking hands.

The first use of handshakes dates back to 
ancient Greece, five centuries before Christ, 
while the Handshake for Peace originated as an 
initiative launched by the Norwegian Football 
Association and the Nobel Peace Center. This 
gesture inspired the Nelson Mandela Challenge, 
an annual benefit match highlighting football’s 
significance as a symbol of peace in South Afri-
ca. In 2009, the match was contested by South 
Africa and Norway in Rustenburg. Norway was 
given the honour of contesting the game on ac-

A gesture with an impact

Handshake for Peace: Aaron Mokoena (l.) and Morten Gamst Pedersen at the Nelson Mandela Challenge 
match in 2009
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P R E S I D E N T I A L  N O T ET H E  D E B A T E

Best wishes, Sepp Blatter

Sport has a unique and irreplaceable capa
city to unite people, going far beyond 
ethnic, religious or social differences. I am 
convinced that sport can be at the long-term 
service of peace.

Prince Albert of Monaco 

Ten years ago, nuclear powers India and 
Pakistan were on the brink of a military 
confrontation. Cricket - the national sport in 
both countries - played a part in diffusing this 
tense situation when the Indian national 
cricket team, along with thousands of its fans, 
took part in a tour of Pakistan for several 
weeks, playing against Pakistani teams. A 
short time later, the Pakistan team returned 
the gesture, bringing thousands of its own 
fans and playing against India's cricket teams. 
This helped to foster closer diplomatic rela-
tions between the two countries.

Adolf Ogi, former Federal Councillor, Switzerland

“The power of 
sport is limitless.”

Solidarity in sport can be instrumental in 
helping to bring peace to where it is needed 
most. 6 April 2014 is the first International 
Day of Sport for Development and Peace. 
Thank you for joining us and helping to make 
a positive difference through sport!

Paula Radcliffe, British long distance runner

The power of sport is limitless. Every day, 
people’s lives are enriched by playing sport as 
it inspires team spirit, social interaction and 
a healthy body and mind. I challenge every-
one to look for those with limited or no 
access to sport and try to remove the barriers 
that stand in the way of their participation. 
It is our common responsibility to make 
sport accessible, and I hope that, through 
this International Day, we can raise the 
awareness needed to ensure that everyone 
has the opportunity to experience the bene-
fits of sport.
Wilfried Lemke, UN Adviser on Sport for Develop-

ment and Peace

Everything I know about morality and the 
obligations of men, I owe it to football.

Albert Camus, French author

By establishing 6 April as the International 
Day of Sport for Development and Peace, the 
UN and IOC are paying tribute to the unique 
role of sport in our society and honouring 
its constructive and positive values. 
Throughout the year, a tremendous amount of 
work is carried out by stakeholders on the 
ground, often in difficult conditions. This day 
serves as a way to recognize and promote 
their achievements. We created www.april6.
org to provide these different actors with a 
platform that could bring them together and 
present their actions to the general public. 
Sports champions will also be key to this 
celebration – as role models, they can encour-
age large numbers of people to participate. 
April6 must make its mark as a major event 
for peace-building through sport, which is one 
of the cornerstones of our movement.

Joël Bouzou, President and Founder  
of Peace and Sport

“Solidarity 
in sport  

can be in-
strumental.”

A 
handshake is one of the most powerful in-
terpersonal gestures. It stands for mutual 
respect, integrity and recognition. It is a 

message of peace stripped to its essence. I’ve 
had the privilege of shaking hands with many 
great personalities. My strongest memory is of 
a handshake with Nelson Mandela. It was an 
unforgettable act, a sharing and transfer of 
energy and feelings.

FIFA has concluded an agreement with the 
Nobel Peace Center in Oslo aimed at promoting 
this sign of peace even more strongly around 
the world. The central element is the “Hand-
shake for Peace”. This handshake became a 
mandatory component of the match protocol 
for the first time at the Club World Cup 2013 in 
Morocco. We intend it to send out an even 
stronger signal in Brazil. It indicates that sport-
ing competition even at the highest level 
should end peacefully and respectfully. I’m 
convinced this message will spread way beyond 
the tournament in Brazil.

We are inviting all captains to join the op-
posing captain and the referee after the match 
and exchange the Handshake for Peace at the 
spot where the coin is tossed prior to kick-off.

A game of football ends with the final 
whistle. Our fight for peace, integration and 
social justice only starts for real after that. 
That’s why I’m asking the global footballing 
community to support this idea and assist in 
spreading this message of peace around the 
world – not just for 90 minutes, but for 24 hours 
a day, 365 days a year.

The sign of peace
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A FIFA World Cup ™  
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Moments of happiness
Z A’A T A R I  R E F U G E E  C A M P

In the Za’atari refugee camp, located close to Jordan’s border with Syria, 
thousands of children are making an effort to forget about their traumatic 
past, if only for a brief moment. Football is playing a key part in helping 
them do that.

Displaced Rama, a young Syrian 
girl, is representative of thousands 
of children in the Za’atari refugee 
camp.
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Z A’A T A R I  R E F U G E E  C A M P

people,” said AFDP chairperson Merissa Khur-
ma. “The people here have gone through so 
much. The children have seen things no child 
ever should. You can see the despair in their 
eyes. But playing football puts a spring back in 
their step again. Being able to make them smi-
le for an hour makes such a difference.”

Jordan is by no means the only country the 
AFDP is actively involved in, with humanitari-
an programmes also in place in Cambodia, Ma-
laysia and the Philippines. In each location the 
focus is on teaching the principles of football 
and strengthening communities. “The AFDP’s 
only reason for being is ultimately to bring 
about positive changes through football, to of-
fer new paths and to give hope,” said Khurma. 
“The message is a very simple one: a little goes 
a long way.”

“Football is giving them their child-
hood back”

Nobody is more keenly aware of how impor-
tant football has become in the Za’atari refu-
gee camp than Kilian Kleinschmidt, the Senior 
Field Coordinator from the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). In 
his office, which in reality is little more than a 
medium-sized caravan, Kleinschmidt - a well 
built but sympathetic figure - points to a map 
of the camp, which now functions like a well 
oiled machine, with several hundred refugees 
proudly undertaking the tasks they have been 
assigned. It was not always like that, however. 
“A year ago people were calling this place a hell 
hole,” said Kleinschmidt, who has already 
helped in many zones of conflict. “It was very 
tense. We did have sanitary facilities and liv-
ing quarters but what we didn’t necessarily 
have was access to the people. It took a long 
time for them to understand that we weren’t 
going to arrest them and throw them in the 
torture chambers. We wanted to respect their 
dignity and show them that they could make 
their own decisions with us.” According to 
Kleinschmidt, children who have experienced 
trauma have the most difficulties when it 
came to discipline, but that football has helped 
to stabilise them again. “When you look these 
children in the eyes you often see an adult 
looking back at you,” he said. “Many of them 
don’t have any guidance anymore and need 
some kind of normality. They can connect with 
football. The game is giving them their child-
hood back.” Å

Three hours of 

school lessons 

 aside, there is not 

much to do in the 

dusty semi-desert.

Andrew Warshaw

W
hen I meet Rama, a nine-year-old 
girl, she smiles and cordially extends 
her hand in greeting. “I’m very happy 
you’re here to see us,” she says in Ar-
abic, before running away to join in 
the exercises on passing, dribbling, 

shooting and teamwork.
In many countries football has become a 

big business, relentlessly marketed and with 
vast sums of money involved. However, the 
game serves a different purpose entirely in 
the Jordanian refugee camps that lie on the 
Syrian border: it is literally changing the lives 
of thousands of displaced and traumatised 
people who were forced to leave their homes 
without any guarantee of ever being able to 
return. Za’atari is the biggest of the camps. 
Lying just over an hour’s car ride away from 
the capital city of Amman and just 12 kilo-
metres from the Syrian frontier, it houses 
hundreds of thousands of refugees who fled 
the devastating fighting in their homeland. 
Tents and living quarters are densely stacked 
together and over half of the more than 
100,000 occupants are children. Approxi-
mately 30 per cent of all Syrian refugees liv-
ing in Jordan are in Za’atari. It is the world’s 
third-largest settlement of its kind and is in 
many ways a place of despair: Everyone here 
has lost friends and relatives.

A place of inspiration 
However, that is just one side of the story at 
Za’atari. The camp is also a place of inspira-
tion, thanks to the tireless efforts of interna-
tional aid agencies and a programme run by 
the non-profit Asian Football Development 
Project (AFDP). It was set up by FIFA vice- 
president and President of the Jordan Foot-
ball Association HRH Prince Ali Bin Al Hus-
sein, with support from the Norwegian 
Football Association. As part of the Norway 
Football Fields Project, both institutions do-
nated two football pitches to the Za’atari 
camp, with six further pitches constructed in 
the surrounding area. 

Training sessions led by skilled supervi-
sors and qualified coaches are held three 
times a week, while once a month there is a 
small festival with tournaments for the dif-
ferent age categories. Taking photographs is 
forbidden, partly to prevent people from be-
ing recognised and partly due to cultural sen-
sitivities. The only exception to that rule is 
during events for girls under the age of 13, like 
the one that was in full swing during my re-
cent visit.

Over 70 girls are gathered on a stony, im-
provised pitch not much bigger than a school 
playground, sealed off from prying eyes with 
tent tarpaulins. Many of them are bare footed 
or, at best, running around in socks; none of 

them have the proper footwear required to 
play the game. The teams are divided up using 
coloured bibs and the girls happily train for 
the next hour. Their enthusiasm and 
light-heartedness are infectious.

“Take a picture of me”
The sheer number of girls wanting to take part 
in training means some of them end up disap-
pointed and so the concrete benches surroun-
ding the pitches are crammed with spectators, 
many of whom are under eight years of age. A 
good number of the children are completely 
uninhibited at having contact with a stranger 
like me and several even expressed a desire to 
be photographed. “Take a picture of me, I want 

to be on Al-Jazeera,” they cried. Others turned 
away shyly or appeared confused. 

Away from playing football, the children - 
the majority of whom are from the Syrian city 
of Daraa and the surrounding area - have little 
by way of distractions. Every child in the camp 
now attends three hours of school lessons each 
day, but that aside there is not much to do in 
the dusty, stony semi-desert. That is precisely 
why Prince Ali views the introduction of foot-
ball to the camp as a huge achievement, and it 
has instigated many positive changes. Social 
responsibility has gradually found its way into 
modern football and increasing numbers of 
clubs are keen to give something back. Yet no-
where is the social togetherness the game cre-
ates more important than in Za’atari. “Basic 
provisions are provided for the refugees but 
ultimately the children have nothing to do in 
their free time,” said Prince Ali. “That makes 
football an activity, a lesson in teamwork and 
part of their health care all at the same time. 
Moreover, it distracts them from their past ex-
periences for a while. Here it’s all about the 
human aspects of football that sometimes get 
neglected. Some refugees had stones thrown at 
them when they arrived. Football keeps them 
away from drugs and gangs, so it’s not all about 
sporting competition.”

Everybody in Za’atari knows who someone 
who got left behind. “Many of them have seen 
villages destroyed, as well as dead and injured Th
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Z A’A T A R I  R E F U G E E  C A M P

ZA’ATARI REFUGEE 
CAMP

Za’atari is a refugee 
camp in Jordan that 
currently serves as home 
to 106,073 people (as of 
2 April 2014) who have 
fled the ongoing civil war 
in Syria. More than half of 
these refugees are 
children. It is the sec-
ond-largest refugee camp 
in the world and covers 
an area measuring 3.3 
square kilometres. The 
camp was opened on 28 
July 2012 and is jointly 
managed by the Jordani-
an government and the 
United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR). Countless 
non-governmental 
organisations care for the 
wellbeing of the refugees, 
providing everything 
from housing, medical 
care and education to 
water and sanitation.

The Norway Football 
Fields Project was 
developed by the Football 
Association of Norway 
together with the Jordan 
Football Association and 
the Asian Football 
Development Project 
(AFDP) and has provided 
both of Za'atari's football 
pitches, two of eight 
pitches across Northern 
Jordan being funded by 
the Norwegian govern-
ment.

Distraction Training sessions and 
 tournaments provide the girls with a  
form of entertainment and support. 

Barracks as far as the eye can see 
Over 100,000 people now live, temporarily 
at least, in the Za’atari camp.
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writers
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Sarah Steiner

S
ome footballers’ careers peak at 40, 
while others are over before they have 
begun. Not many parallels can be drawn 
between top-level football and an every-
day job like a banker or a florist, even at 
the first rung on the ladder. While still 

at a very young age, young footballers end up 
on the wish lists of huge clubs – only last au-
tumn, Real Madrid signed a nine-year-old Jap-
anese boy named Takuhiro Nakai. ’Pipi’, the 
nickname given to the young lad, is already 
being described in the Spanish media as the 
new Cristiano Ronaldo. Barcelona were pun-
ished by the FIFA Disciplinary Committee just 
last week with a transfer ban and a heavy fine 
for transfer irregularities involving underage 
players.

Dino Zoff, in contrast, was still chasing 
chickens on his father’s farm in Friuli, north-
ern Italy, when he was nine. From early child-
hood, the future FIFA World Cup-winning cap-
tain of Italy in 1982 was an exciting and 
talented goalkeeper, but aged 14 he was just 5’1” 
tall. The youth departments of Udinese and 
Inter Milan decided against signing him, and 
Dino had to earn his spurs at Marianese, the 
club of the village where he grew up, whilst also 
training as a car mechanic in his spare time. 
Apparently it is thanks to those chickens that 
a humble farmer’s son became a famed interna-
tional goalkeeper. His grandmother, so the sto-
ry goes, devised for him a routine of eating 
eight eggs per day and the boy would soon start 
growing. Lo and behold, the lad had grown a 
further 8.5 inches by his 19th birthday.

It was at this time in 1961 that Udinese 
made a U-turn on the boy they had rejected and 
signed Zoff up, but he had to wait a further six 

years before he really made his name both at 
home and abroad, debuting for his country in 
1968. He then progressed to become the great-
est goalkeeper Italy has ever produced, win-
ning six Serie A championships, two Italian 
Cups and a UEFA Cup. He also made 112 appear-
ances for his country and appeared at four 
World Cups. 

In 1982, Zoff’s career was to have its crown-
ing glory when Italy lifted the World Cup with 
their trusted custodian now at the tender age 
of 40, and he remains to this day the oldest 
ever World Cup winner. On retiring, Nonno - 
Italian for ’granddad’ and the nickname given 
to Zoff by his team-mates, said, “There’s one 
thing I can’t fight and that’s my age.” Pipi is 
equally powerless to affect his age and it will be 
many a year before players of his generation 
are forming the backbone of teams such as 
Real Madrid. The Japanese youngster is at the 
very beginning of his career where nothing is 
certain at present, and whether or not his turns 
out to be even half as successful as Dino Zoff is 
something only the stars can tell. In fact the 
closest Pipi will probably come to the Italian is 
when he reads about him in history books. Nev-
ertheless, the former’s perseverance, competi-
tiveness and will to succeed should certainly be 
something from which the latter can draw in-
spiration. And who knows, maybe Pipi also has 
a grandmother standing by his side with a trick 
or two up her sleeve. Å

From Bambino  
to Nonno

The World Cup’s  
oldest players

 1    Roger Milla, Cameroon.  
Tournament: 1994 World Cup  
Age: 42 years, 1 month

 2    Pat Jennings, Northern Ireland 
Tournament: 1986 World Cup  
Age: 41 years, 0 months

 3     Peter Shilton, England 
Tournament: 1990 World Cup  
Age: 40 years, 9 months

 4    Dino Zoff, Italy 
Tournament: 1982 World Cup 
Age: 40 years, 4 months

 5    Ali Boumnijel, Tunisia 
Tournament: 2006 World Cup  
Age: 40 years, 2 months

 6    Jim Leighton, Scotland 
Tournament: 1998 World Cup  
Age: 39 years, 10 months

    David James, England 
 Tournament: 2010 World Cup 
 Age: 39 years, 10 months 

 8    Angel Labruna, Argentina 
Tournament: 1958 World Cup  
Age: 39 years, 8 months

    Joseph Antoine, Cameroon 
 Tournament: 1994 World Cup  
 Age: 39 years, 8 months

 10   Stanley Matthews, England  
Tournament: 1954 World Cup  
Age: 39 years, 4 months

 11   Jan Heintze, Denmark 
Tournament: 2002 World Cup  
Age: 38 years, 9 months 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Which other veterans have been 
involved at World Cups?  
Email your thoughts to:  
feedback-TheWeekly@fifa.org
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T H E  I N T E R V I E W

Ange Postecoglou, is it true that people  
who play football in Australia are seen as 
weaklings?

Ange Postecoglou: No, but that used to be 
the case. I can still remember back when 
football wasn’t even given the time of day and 
those who liked the sport were mocked.

Rugby and cricket are still the most popular 
sports here. Do people take football seriously?

It’s difficult to break with old traditions. 
Our country loves rugby and cricket. But 
football is definitely moving in the right 
direction. Matches have recently been shown 
live on television for free and that’s a positive 
step. How can you decide to take up a sport if 
you’re not even slightly familiar with it?

How did you get into football?
My family is of Greek descent, but I was 

just five years old when we emigrated to 
Australia. I had no choice. Back then my 
father was adamant I should go to football 
training. I can vaguely remember going to 
some of the stadiums in Greece together 
before we left.

And did your 14-year-old son have a choice?
No (laughs). He plays in defence, just like I 

used to. 

The Australian Football Federation has a very 
rich president in Frank Lowy. What has he 
contributed to the development of Australian 
football?

A great deal. Since Lowy became Presi-
dent in 2003, he’s done a lot for Australian 
football. He’s responsible for founding the 
A-League and the live broadcasting of foot-
ball matches on television is mostly his doing 
too. He has a lot of very good connections. 
We’re very lucky that Frank Lowy is such a 
big football fan as he could’ve easily chosen 
to invest his power and money elsewhere.

Did he support you when it came to appoint-
ing Holger Osieck’s successor last year?

Ange Postecoglou was nine years old when Australia first qualified for the World Cup.  
“The summer of 1974 was like a dream come true,” he said. Now in charge of his adopted 

homeland, the 48-year-old has set his sights on beating the Netherlands and Spain at  
this summer’s global showpiece in Brazil.

“Football was mocked”

Yes. After having two foreign coaches in a 
row, Frank Lowy wanted to appoint an 
Australian coach this time around.

The team had a fall-out after you arrived. 
Your captain Lucas Neill caused a real stir, 
didn’t he?

Yes, that’s true. But he was really 
 emotional when he made those statements, 
and it’s important we don’t forget that. The 
two friendly matches Australia lost 6-0 
against France and Brazil when Osieck was at 
the helm were bitter pills to swallow.  

Neill was excluded from the World Cup 
squad...

I’ve never actually said that he won’t go to 
Brazil. Lucas Neill was actually without a club 
for a few months, which is why there was so 
much debate surrounding his selection. He 
needs to get some playing time under his belt, 
otherwise I can’t select him for the finals.

Aussies are well-known for their ability to stick 
together. After the draw, your federation was 
the first to announce where its team would be 
based for the World Cup in an attempt to lure 
fans to Vitoria.

Perhaps that’s because we’ll have more 
preparation and acclimatisation to do than 
most other nations. The journey from Aus-
tralia to Brazil is a very long one. As far as I 
know, we’ll be the first team to actually 
arrive in Brazil. And we also want to ensure 
that we have lots of support from home. 
10,000 Australian fans are already planning 
to come to Vitoria, and that’s absolutely 
fantastic.

What will be Australia’s biggest challenge at 
the World Cup?

We’ve been drawn in a really tough group. 
The matches against the Netherlands and 
Spain will be difficult, and Chile are a good 
side too. The humidity in the north is also an 
issue. I think that people often underestimate 
the impact it can have.

Do you remember Australia’s first-ever World 
Cup in 1974?

You never forget something like that. It 
was fantastic. I was just nine years old, but 
the story was all over the news. Our players 
back then all had other jobs, and so they had 
to take leave to play in the tournament. And 
there was virtually no money available for 
travel either. The national team did amazing-
ly well, only losing 3-0 to a West Germany 
side featuring legends such as Franz Becken-
bauer and Gerd Muller – that was remarka-
ble. The summer of 1974 was a dream come 
true for Australia.

When will Australia host its first World Cup?
Hopefully soon. The bid for 2022 didn’t 

work out, but I’m convinced that Australia 
would make a fantastic host nation. We’re a 
country that really loves sport. You only 
need to think back to Sydney in 2000 – the 
Olympic Games we hosted were fantastic. Å

Ange Postecoglou was talking to  
Alan Schweingruber
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Name
Ange Postecoglou
Place of birth, date of birth
Athens, 27 August 1965
Coaching career
South Melbourne, Australia U20, 
Panachaiki, Brisbane Roar,  
Melbourne Victory, Australia 
(since 2013) 
World Cup 2014
Group matches: Chile (13 June), the 
Netherlands (18 June), Spain (23 June).
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M I R R O R  I M A G E

Estadio Santiago Bernabeu,

Madrid, Spain

2004

World and European champion Zinedine Zidane is a legend of the game. Here, 
the great man shows off his skills for Real Madrid in a Champions League 
match on 23 November 2004.
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M I R R O R  I M A G E

Stade Charléty,

Paris, France

2014

Like father, like son: 18-year-old Enzo Zidane now plays in Real Madrid’s  
gleaming white kit, just as his father did a decade earlier. He is seen here 
playing in the UEFA Youth League on 11 March 2014.

N O W
Fr

an
ck

 F
ife

 / 
A

FP

A
nd

re
as

 R
en

tz
 / 

B
on

ga
rt

s /
 G

et
ty

 Im
ag

es

33T H E F I FA W E E K LY



game onor game over

all in or nothing
adidas.com/worldcup

©
 2

01
4 

ad
id

as
 A

G
. a

di
da

s,
 th

e 
3-

B
ar

s 
lo

go
 a

nd
 th

e 
3-

St
ri

pe
s 

m
ar

k 
ar

e 
re

gi
st

er
ed

 tr
ad

em
ar

ks
 o

f t
he

 a
di

da
s 

G
ro

up
.

+132000_Ad_FIFA_WEEKLY_Samba_collection_SS14_Boot_combined_215x289.indd   1 03.02.14   16:55

http://www.adidas.com/gameonorgameover


 

 

-209

-167

-125

-83

-41

1
 

 

F I F A  W O R L D  R A N K I N G

RankingRank Team Change in ranking Points

1 Spain 0 1510

2 Germany 0 1336

3 Argentina 0 1234

4 Portugal 0 1199

5 Colombia 0 1183

6 Uruguay 1 1126

7 Switzerland -1 1123

8 Italy 0 1112

9 Brazil 0 1104

10 Belgium 1 1084
11 Netherlands -1 1077

12 England 3 1045

13 Greece -1 1038

14 USA -1 1017

15 Chile -1 998

16 Croatia 0 955

17 France 1 929

18 Ukraine 0 911

19 Russia 3 889

20 Mexico 1 888

21 Bosnia-Herzegovina -4 863

22 Denmark -2 858

23 Ecuador 1 855

24 Côte d'Ivoire -1 839

25 Algeria 1 819

26 Egypt 12 790

27 Sweden -2 789

28 Serbia 1 762

29 Panama 3 755

30 Czech Republic 1 748

31 Slovenia -4 746

32 Romania 1 740

33 Cape Verde Islands -6 739

34 Costa Rica 1 732

35 Ghana 2 729

36 Honduras 4 725

37 Scotland -3 721

38 Turkey 4 710

39 Venezuela -4 704

40 Peru 1 703

41 Armenia -11 699

42 Iran -4 692

43 Hungary 1 652

44 Tunisia 1 641

44 Austria -1 641

46 Montenegro 6 639

47 Nigeria 0 626

48 Japan 2 622

49 Wales 2 609

50 Slovakia 4 588

50 Cameroon -4 588

52 Iceland -4 582

53 Guinea 9 572

54 Albania 1 569

55 Uzbekistan 2 565

56 Mali 3 561

57 Norway 3 559

58 Finland 7 556

59 Paraguay -10 554

60 Korea Republic 1 552

61 United Arab Emirates -3 550

62 Burkina Faso 0 548

63 Australia -10 545

64 South Africa 0 536

65 Israel -9 526

66 Jordan 3 521

67 Bulgaria 5 518

68 Republic of Ireland -1 513

69 Senegal -3 512

70 Bolivia 0 511

71 Libya -3 508

72 Sierra Leone 1 481

73 Poland -3 475

74 Zambia 1 458

75 Saudi Arabia 0 453

76 Trinidad and Tobago 1 446

77 Morocco -3 443

78 El Salvador 0 438

79 Haiti 0 430

80 Jamaica 0 429

81 Oman -1 426

82 FYR Macedonia 1 421

83 Belarus -1 420

84 Congo DR 7 392

85 Uganda -1 391

86 Northern Ireland -1 388

87 Congo -1 382

88 Gabon -1 381

89 Togo 1 377

90 New Zealand -1 373

91 Azerbaijan 2 369

92 Estonia -1 367

93 Cuba 5 362

94 Benin 3 357

95 Botswana -1 355

96 Angola -1 348

97 Liberia -1 347

98 China PR -10 339

99 Georgia 4 333

100 Ethiopia 1 331

101 Qatar -2 330

102 Zimbabwe -2 328

103 Iraq 11 317

104 Niger 0 315

105 Lithuania -3 314

106 Bahrain 0 312

107 Central African Republic -2 310

108 Moldova -1 303

109 Kenya -1 293

110 Kuwait -1 287

111 Dominican Republic 0 282

112 Canada 1 279

113 Latvia -2 265

114 Malawi 1 260

115 Mozambique 3 258

116 Lebanon 5 254

117 Tanzania -1 253

118 New Caledonia -1 252

119 Equatorial Guinea -1 251

120 Luxembourg 0 242

121 Tajikistan -11 237

122 Sudan 1 236

122 Cyprus 0 236

124 Namibia 0 227

125 Vietnam 18 224

126 Guatemala 0 219

127 Afghanistan 11 213

127 Kazakhstan 1 213

129 Burundi -5 211

130 Philippines -3 200

131 Suriname 1 197

132 Grenada 3 192

133 Korea DPR 3 191

134 Malta -3 186

134 Rwanda 0 186

136 Gambia 1 184

137 Syria -4 183

138 Tahiti 2 179

139 St Vincent and the Grenadines 2 177

140 Belize 2 176

141 Malaysia 9 175

142 Turkmenistan -13 166

143 Lesotho -4 165

144 Antigua and Barbuda 2 159

145 Hong Kong -1 156

146 St Lucia 2 155

146 Kyrgyzstan 2 155

148 Thailand -1 151

149 Singapore 1 144

150 Puerto Rico 7 143

151 Liechtenstein -1 139

152 India 2 138

153 Guyana 1 137

154 Indonesia 4 128

155 Mauritania 4 127

156 St Kitts and Nevis -3 125

157 Maldives 6 114

158 Pakistan 7 107

159 Dominica 7 103

160 Nepal 9 102

161 Barbados 7 101

162 Aruba 10 87

162 Faroe Islands 10 87

162 Bangladesh 2 87

165 Solomon Islands 9 86

165 São Tomé e Príncipe -4 86

167 Palestine -23 85

168 Nicaragua -1 84

169 Bermuda 6 83

170 Chad -8 81

171 Chinese Taipei -1 76

172 Laos -16 73

173 Guam -13 68

173 Myanmar -43 68

173 Sri Lanka -2 68

176 Mauritius 1 66

176 Seychelles 0 66

178 Curaçao 0 65

179 Swaziland 5 63

180 Vanuatu -1 55

181 Fiji 0 47

182 Samoa 0 45

183 Comoros 15 41

183 Guinea-Bissau 0 41

185 Bahamas -1 40

185 Yemen 1 40

187 Mongolia -7 38

188 Cambodia 1 33

188 Montserrat -1 33

190 Madagascar -3 30

191 Brunei Darussalam -1 26

191 Timor-Leste -1 26

191 Tonga -1 26

194 US Virgin Islands -1 23

195 Cayman Islands -1 21

195 Papua New Guinea -1 21

197 British Virgin Islands -1 18

197 American Samoa -1 18

199 Andorra -1 15

200 Eritrea 0 11

201 South Sudan 1 10

202 Macau -2 9

203 Somalia 0 8

204 Djibouti 0 6

205 Cook Islands 0 5

206 Anguilla 0 3

207 Bhutan 0 0

207 San Marino 0 0

207 Turks and Caicos Islands 0 0

   Top spot    Biggest climber     Biggest faller

Oct 2013 Nov 2013 Dec 2013 Jan 2014 Feb 2014 Mar 2014

35T H E F I FA W E E K LY



T H E  O B J E C TN E T Z E R  K N O W S !

What have you always wanted to know 
about football? Ask Gunter Netzer: 
feedback-theweekly@fifa.org

A 
modern footballing lifestyle requires 
certain commitments I would only ac-
cept with great reservations. The job has 
become complex. Signor Pace, I’ll need 
to give you a two-part answer.

First of all: no, I wouldn’t enjoy being 
watched 24 hours a day. Media proliferation 
and the speed of communication have dramati-
cally changed the life led by a star player. Well-
known players basically have no private life. 
Whether you’re buying a loaf of bread or pi-
cking up the paper, a fan with a smartphone 
will be lurking around every corner. That’s very 
demanding for the player involved, but there's 
no getting away from the need to accept and get 
involved with social media nowadays.

On the other hand I entirely welcome the 
new support structures in modern professional 
football. I’m deeply impressed at the way spe-
cialists extract the maximum from players. I’m 
thinking of the methods used by nutrition ad-
visers and physiotherapists, who are in-
dispensable now. In my day the best a pro team 
could expect was a specialist goalkeeping 
coach. The boss did the rest.

Would you have enjoyed 
the strict lifestyle 
required of today’s 

players?
asked by Antonio Pace, Milan (Italy)

People ask me time and time again if the 
stars of the past would survive in today’s game, 
but I don’t think you can really compare the 
two. The environment was completely different 
in my playing days. But we all definitely posses-
sed the necessary footballing ability, so I’d say 
yes, I think we’d have coped. Å

Swap you a Netzer 
The former player’s 
1974 World Cup Panini 
sticker.

Perikles Monioudis

Time passes, and many people believe that 
it eventually runs out. The truth is that time 
waits for no man, and goes on without us – at 
least that is what we have come to believe. After 
all, time has no absolutely no concept of itself; 
instead, people construct ideas about both 
themselves and time itself.

Let us remain on the subject of the latter 
without entirely forgetting the former. The 
North American Hopi Indians developed a 
 concept of time that has little to do with our 
modern, Western ideas. For example, it would 
not be easy to arrange to meet a Hopi Indian 
on a set day – say in three days from now – 
because the Hopi Indians think of time as 
 cyclical rather than linear.

For them, time does not pass; it repeats its-
elf. First it is morning, then noon, afternoon 
and finally evening, and the next day the day 
– and time with it – starts from the beginning 
again. “In three days” means nothing to the 
Hopi Indians.

It would also be difficult for them to envi-
sage a set period of 90 minutes, and yet without 
the convention that a football match lasts 90 
minutes plus stoppage time, there cannot be 
any such thing as a football match.

It is here that the above cuckoo clock from 
the FIFA Collection comes into play. It measu-
res time as we understand it today, showing 
hours and minutes and thus providing the 
foundation for playing a game of football. This 
clock is around 80 years old and originated in 
Germany, but that does not mean it has measu-
red out its own lifetime; it may even have stop-
ped for a while along the way, providing a 
further illustration of our own concept of time. 
After all, the idea of time standing still was 
 alien to the Hopi Indians. Instead, they lived 
from one day to the next. Å
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In Turning Point, personalities reflect 
on a decisive moment in their lives.

T U R N I N G  P O I N T

Name
Hidetoshi Nakata
Date of birth, place of birth
22 January 1977, Kofu (Japan)
Position
Midfielder
Clubs
1995–1998 Bellmare Hiratsuka 
1998–2000 Perugia 
2000–2001 Roma 
2001–2004 Parma 
2004 Bologna (loan) 
2004–2006 Fiorentina 
2005–2006 Bolton Wanderers (loan)
Japanese national team
77 appearances, 11 goals

I 
retired from football when I was just 29. It’s 
difficult to explain why. I loved being a foot-
baller with all my heart and soul, and I 
played the sport with great passion. That’s 
exactly how you need to be, otherwise you 
won’t be any good at what you do. But one 

morning in the middle of a training session it 
suddenly dawned on me: I’ve had enough. My 
heart was no longer in it. Football had gone 
from being my passion to my job and that made 
me unhappy. I never played the game to earn 
money. At least, that was never the main rea-
son. It just didn’t feel right anymore, so I made 
the decision to retire from playing profession-
ally. I was young and at the time I said to my-
self; maybe I’ll change my mind and start play-
ing again one day. But that day never came.

I travelled to over one hundred countries 
after I retired and once I’d completed my trip, 
I knew that I’d seen a lot of the world. But 
while I was away a lot of people had talked to 
me about Japan, and it dawned on me that I 
hardly knew my own country at all. So I then 
travelled all over the Japan, experienced its 
culture in depth and became more familiar 
with it. It was fantastic. Travelling gave me a 
new lease of life.

I always knew that football was so much 
more than just a game. It’s so much more than 
just 22 men running around after a ball. Foot-
ball has enormous power. It’s capable of chang-
ing the world. Its most important attribute is 
its ability to bring people from different polit-
ical, economic and cultural backgrounds to-
gether. And we need to make the most of that 
power, so I founded my own organisation and 

play in lots of charity matches. I’ve never been 
happier than when I’m running around streets 
all over the world, playing football with chil-
dren and young people – it’s even more fun 
than when I played professionally.

But I have a great many beautiful and im-
portant memories from my playing days. Of 
course, it wasn’t easy to begin with. I was 21 
years old when I made the move from Japan 
to Italy and there was a lot of change to adapt 
to: the culture, the way of life, the people. But 
ultimately, football is still football, wherever 
you play in the world. It almost plays the role 
of a common language. Nevertheless, it’s still 
important to learn to speak the language of 
the country you live in. So I learnt Italian. It 
wasn’t particularly difficult, and I have to say 
that people helped to make my transition to 
playing overseas fairly easy. I was given a very 
warm reception and welcomed into the team. 
And then you just discuss your passion, foot-
ball, and everything’s just fine.

Talking about football is a great source of 
joy for me. At the moment everyone’s talking 
about the upcoming World Cup. Such a big 
tournament is always unpredictable, so it’s 
difficult to pick out a favourite. Of course, I’ve 
got my fingers crossed that Japan will have a 
good run this summer, but I think it’s going 
to be tough for my countrymen in Brazil. Å

Interview by Sarah Steiner

Hidetoshi Nakata decided to 
hang up his boots at a rela-
tively young age. Now that 
his playing days are over, the 
former Japan international 
wants to help build bridges 
and bring people together.

“One morning  
I just realised  
I’d had enough.”
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Inspiration and implementation: cus

Who was the last of these players to win the World Cup with his team?

Here's a famous stadium without a proper title... 
By what name is it known today? 

Something appears to be missing from the pitch on this adver-
tisement for a previous World Cup. In fact, this was the last 
World Cup to be held with these pitch markings, but when did 
it take place?

Who won the World Cup without conceding a single goal in the whole 
tournament? (We are not including own goals and penalties.)

An incomplete pitch, a nameless stadium and impenetrable World Cup winners. Test your knowledge!

M 1934 H 1950 
D 1966 B 1982

C Uruguay   K Italy
O Spain  S Brazil

C Bernabeu   L La Bombonera
N Estadio da Luz   R Maracana
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T H I S  W E E K ’ S  P O L LA S K  F I F A !

L A S T  W E E K ’ S  P O L L  R E S U LT S

G O A L - G E T T E R

Josip Drmic was twice 
rejected for Swiss citizenship 
by his home municipality of 
Freienbach, partly due to 
missing the target too often 
in a test of his geographical 
and political knowledge. 

However, the Croatian- 
born player was finally 

granted citizenship 
in 2010, to the great 
benefit of Swiss 
football. The 
Nuremberg striker 
has 16 goals so far 

this term and lies joint 
second in the 

German Bundesliga 
scoring chart.

G O A L L E S SG O A L  M A C H I N E

Liverpool have scored 30 
goals in their last eight 

Premier League 
fixtures, duly 

winning the lot. The Reds 
thrashed Tottenham 4-0 
last time out, with the 
league’s leading scorer Luis 
Suarez (pictured) taking 
his total for the season to 
29. The result saw Liver-
pool leapfrog Chelsea into 
top spot.

Italian champions Juventus had scored at least 
once in 43 consecutive league fixtures until last 
Sunday, when the impressive streak came to an 
abrupt end in a 2-0 defeat away to Napoli. It was 
the Turin giants’ second reverse of the campaign 
but Carlos Tevez's side remain in the comfort 
zone with an 11-point lead over chief pursuers 
Roma.

Puskas, Maradona, Messi, 
Gullit: are left-footed players 
simply better?
Louis Fernando Gil, Buenos Aires

Answered by Thomas Renggli: 
There’s no definitive answer 
from a scientific point of view. 
We can explain it more easily in 
sporting terms: left-footed 
players’ movements and skills 
are less predictable, so they’re 
more likely than right-footers to 
come up with the killer pass. 
There’s practically no limit to the 
list of exceptional left-footed 
players: take Robben, Rivaldo, 
Zico, Raul, Giggs and Roberto 
Carlos for example. It’s not 
dissimilar to boxing, even 
though the orthodox move in the 
gentleman’s sport is to lead with 
the left. The exceptions to the 
rule, the southpaws, are much 
harder for an opponent to pre-
dict. That said, I wouldn’t sign up 
unreservedly to the idea that 
left-footers are innately more 
gifted. Fundamentally, the best 
players are two-footed.

Should the number of overseas players be limited 
in the world's top leagues?

The proportion of overseas players is more than 50 per cent at 123 of 472 clubs across Europe’s biggest 
leagues. In England, where Liverpool’s Uruguayan striker Luis Suarez currently heads the goalscorer 
list with 29 goals, players from foreign shores are in the majority in 18 of the 20 Premier League clubs.

The FA has approved artificial turf. Is this the breakthrough for synthetic surfaces?

60%

25%

15%

NO The smell of grass is part of what makes football special.

YES Artificial turf is the future.

BOTH It should be possible to play football on either surface.
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