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North and  
Central America 
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www.concacaf.com

South America 
10 members 
www.conmebol.com
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The FIFA Weekly Magazine is available 
in four languages and also on your 
tablet every Friday.
http://www.fifa.com/mobile
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  Everything under control  

FC Midtjylland currently hold an 11-point 
advantage at the top of the Danish champion-
ship. The club is currently breaking new ground 
with the help of a sophisticated scouting system 
in which human factors play as important a role 
as statistics and mathematics. Stephen Sullivan 
examines their formula for success.

 16   Ecuador  
This season Club de Alto Rendimiento Especiali-
zado Independiente del Valle – known simply  
as Independiente – are standing head and  
shoulders above the Ecuadorian league’s 
biggest clubs. 

 23   Sepp Blatter  
The FIFA President addressed the UEFA  
Congress in Vienna, where his call for solidarity 
and unity was reaffirmed by UEFA President 
Michel Platini. 

 24   Eyes on the prize  
Expectations are high for the US team as they 
prepare for the Women’s World Cup 2015.  
In an interview, national team coach Jill Ellis 
explains why this pressure is liberating and 
which teams she considers to be the Stars  
and Stripes’ biggest rivals at this summer’s 
tournament in Canada. 

With heart and calculation
Our cover picture shows Danish 
league leaders FC Midtjylland in  
ta typical local setting. 

FC Midtjylland / facebook.com

12   Bermuda  
In the middle of the  
North Atlantic, national 
coach Andrew Bascome 
and his team are planning 
to cause a stir.

17   Wales 
Greg Draper and The New 
Saints are keen to follow up 
their championship triumph 
with success in Europe.
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FIFA Women’s World Cup

6 June – 5 July 2015, Canada
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Europe 
54 members 
www.uefa.com

Africa 
54 members 
www.cafonline.com

Asia 
46 members 
www.the-afc.com

Oceania 
11 members 
www.oceaniafootball.com

15   Singapore  
Twelve teams from four 
countries are battling it out 
for the S-League title. 

18   Alessandro Del Piero  
The 40-year-old Italian discusses 
his future in an interview with 
The FIFA Weekly.
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Blue Stars/FIFA Youth Cup

13/14 May 2015, Zurich, Switzerland

FIFA U-20 World Cup

30 May – 20 June 2015, New Zealand

FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup

9 – 19 July 2015, Portugal

FIFA U-17 World Cup

17 October – 8 November 2015, Chile

3T H E F I FA W E E K LY





U N C O V E R E D

F
ootball is always being played somewhere in the world. The beautiful game 
can even be found far out at sea on Bermuda, a small group of islands that is 
only reachable from Florida by air – unless you have a luxury yacht moored 

on the US East Coast and are prepared to navigate the notorious Bermuda 
 Triangle. “We’re all alone up here,” says Mark Wade, vice president of the 
 country’s Football Association, in our report starting on page 12.

There is something liberating about the idea of being cut off from the rest 
of the world; indeed, it is probably the reason why so many tourists feel 
 compelled to fly to this small North Atlantic nation, where palm trees sway 
in the breeze and time seems to stand still. Despite the total relaxation 
though,  such isolation can be accompanied by stagnation. Bermuda have no 
close neighbours to play in friendly games and are therefore well acquainted 
with the stresses and strains of long-haul travel – after all, the nearest 
 landmass is 1,100 kilometres away.

Now though, the national team are on the up, recently rising 11 places in the 
world rankings. This achievement is the result of a desire to move away from 
the direct brand of kick-and-rush football that has been synonymous with this 
British overseas territory for decades and towards a sophisticated style of play 
that could finally take them to their first major tournament. Bermuda got  
their World Cup qualification campaign off to the best possible start this week, 
beating the Bahamas 5-0 in an island duel. Å

Alan Schweingruber
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EVERYTHING 
UNDER CONTROL

F C  M I D T J Y L L A N D

Danish league leaders  
FC Midtjylland and their 
coach Glen Riddersholm  
owe much of their success  
to a love of minute details. 
Stephen Sullivan reports on 
their belief in the power of 
statistics, as well as their 
faith in human qualities.

M
idtjylland may have not recorded any 
notable achievements in their 16-year 
history, but the small Danish side are 
11 points clear at the top of the domes-
tic standings as the season enters the 
home straight. Yet it is not only their 

current league position that makes the club’s 
story so fascinating.

Indeed, Midtjylland’s present position at 
the summit is, in a manner of speaking, a mere 
side-effect of the innovations taking place at 
the club. “We want to be creative in everything 
we do and go beyond the traditional conser-
vative approaches in football,” said coach Glen 
Riddersholm. “As a club we want to create a 
culture where it’s about more than just win-
ning the next game. We don’t have as much 
money as FC Copenhagen or Brondby IF, so we 
have to be better than they are in other areas. 
And we’ve analysed those aspects one by one 
and worked on them.”

Change of perspective
“I like that because as a coach I don’t just want 
to follow in other people’s footsteps,” Ridders-
holm continued. “I’d much prefer to go my own 
way and find new solutions. In modern society, 
or at least in Denmark, many young people 
don’t have to work very hard to be successful. FC
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Familiar sight Midtjylland have an 11 point lead at the top of the table after 22 matchdays.

F C  M I D T J Y L L A N D

They’re quite spoilt. But that won’t cut it in pro
fessional football. There’s always pressure to 
succeed here and you have to be 100 per cent 
ready all the time, psychologically as well. So 
we analyse the numerous factors that contri
bute to success and follow new approaches. It’s 
very satisfying that a lot of these thoughts, 
ideas and philosophies have actually been put 
into practice.”

It obviously helps that Riddersholm is sur
rounded by likeminded people who are equal
ly taken with the idea of breaking new ground. 
For example, the young club chairman Rasmus 
Ankersen and majority shareholder Matthew 
Benham, a former hedge fund manager and 
professional footballer. Yet as commendable as 
it is to be committed to innovation, much is 

still uncertain. Midtjylland’s methods involve 
focusing on small but essential details, drawing 
inevitable comparisons with the ‘Moneyball 
Years’ at the Oakland Athletics baseball team. 
Riddersholm explained further: “For instance, 
when Matthew took over the club we set up a 
fantastic scouting system through which  
we analyse over 60 leagues. In those leagues  
we look at players based on statistical and 

mathematical criteria. Normally as a coach or 
scout you see a player you like and tell yourself 
that you can integrate him into your team. But 
those are purely subjective impressions of the 
player. By way of contrast, our system is entire
ly analytical and is based on what we call key 
performance indicators. Furthermore, there is 
another factor we take into consideration with 

“We’ve set up a fantastic 
 scouting system and analyse 

over 60 leagues.”
Glen Riddersholm

every potential new recruit. We make sure that 
not only the raw data matches what we’re look
ing for, but also that the player has the mental 
and human qualities we want. Every single one 
of our new signings has proved to be a success 
since we introduced this system. That’s very 
unusual.”

Spotlight on home life
“We try to find a balance between both the an
alytical and the human factors,” Riddersholm 
continued. “For example, we use behaviour pro
files. We look at how our players conduct them
selves in their personal lives, in their social 
environment and how they develop off the 
pitch, not just on it. That’s very important. 
Players who have come here from other coun
tries, such as Germany, France and Belgium, 
think the way we operate is great. They feel 
that we show them respect, that we view them 
as individuals and that we try to make them 
feel comfortable both in footballing terms and 
in their personal lives. All of that helps us too, 
because the players perform right from the 
start and do well. With us the settlingin period 
doesn’t go on for several months like it does at 
a lot of other clubs.” 

However, finding talented or undervalued 
players, signing them and helping them devel
op is only part of the equation. Match prepa
rations are undertaken with almost forensic La
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Close contact Coach Glen Riddersholm revels in his side’s success.

FC MIDTJYLLAND 1999
Founded:  1 July 1999

Colours:  Red and black

Stadium:  MCH Arena, capacity: 11,800

Majority owner:  Matthew Benham

Chairman:  Rasmus Ankersen

Coach:  Glen Riddersholm

Best-known players:  Mads Albaek, joined Stade Reims 2013  
Ken Ilso, joined Fortuna Dusseldorf 2011  
Simon Kjaer, joined Wolfsburg 2010

Honours:  Promoted to top flight 2000  
Championship runners-up 2007 and 2008

F C  M I D T J Y L L A N D

precision, as are match analyses, in which 
even the smallest details do not go unob-
served. “Before every game I get enormous 
amounts of data and analysis on the team 
we’re going to play,” said Riddersholm. “And I 
get more at half-time. As soon as the whistle 
blows I get a text message with statistics and 
numbers from the match and on the perfor-
mances of the teams and individual players. 
So I always have enough material to work 
with. As a coach I have all the details I could 
wish for available to me.

“The same process applies to the players. 
We’ve introduced new performance discus-
sions which focus on the mental side of things, 
and our medical department also conduct in-
tensive medical checks. We don’t only work 
with injured players to get them back to fitness 
quickly, but we constantly analyse players’ 
physical conditions in order to help prevent 
potential injuries before they happen. Our 
 results in this field have also been very good. 
There are considerably fewer injuries now 
 compared to previous seasons.” 

One area in which this thorough, analytical 
approach has led to even more spectacular 
 results is at set-pieces. Of all the teams in 
 Europe, only reigning Spanish champions 
 Atletico  Madrid can point to a similarly high 
average of almost one goal per game from dead-
ball  situations. That is no fluke.

Snowball effect
“It’s something we’ve focused on over the last 
three and a half years,” Riddersholm said. “We 
deliberately brought in a coach from England 
who’s a specialist in how exactly you should hit 
the ball. He doesn’t only work with youth  players 

but also with the first team. We’ve brought in 
specialists from other sports who were able to 
give us some good tips and that was very well 
received by the players. When things like that 
prove to be successful it creates a kind of snow-
ball effect. We’ve seen that in this area we’ve 
been able to do a lot with relatively little input. 
It’s just one more piece of the puzzle that helps 
us to be able to compete with bigger teams that 
we otherwise wouldn’t even get close to.” 

The opposition and the challenges involved 
could soon become even greater if Riddersholm 
is successful in taking Midtjylland into the 
Champions League group stage next season. 
Doing so is certainly one of his objectives, but 
more important is the aim of building and 
 developing the team by sticking with the 
 principles that have already brought the club 
such a long way. 

Champions League in sight
And he appears to have the backing to continue 
to do so. Ankersen recently told English news-
paper The Guardian that Riddersholm “will 
never be sacked based on our league position.” 
A far greater threat to the stability of the club 
seems to be the covetous glances from other 
teams in the direction of the coach responsible 
for the Midtjylland miracle.

“It’s true that a lot of people have ex-
pressed an interest,” Riddersholm said. “I’m 
very happy here but I also have big ambitions. 
I’d love to work abroad at some point and I 
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Developing football 
everywhere and for all

Organising inspiring 
tournaments

Caring about society 
and the environment

FIFA is committed to developing football for the benefi t of all. Our mission is to:

Develop the game 
FIFA’s primary objective is to develop the game of football 
in our 209 member associations. The FIFA World Cup™ gives 
us the resources we need to invest USD 550,000 per day in 
football development across the globe. 

Touch the world
FIFA’s aim is to touch the world through its international 
football competitions and events, uniting and inspiring 
people everywhere.

Build a better future 
Football is much more than just a game. Its universal appeal 
gives it a unique power and reach which must be managed 
carefully. FIFA believes it has a duty to society that goes 
beyond football.

For the Game. For the World. 

FIFA.com



Young chairman 31-year-old Rasmus Ankersen outlines the foundations of the club’s achievements.

23 March 2015 – 33 matchdays in total
 Champions League preliminary
 Europa League
 Europa League depending on domestic Cup
 Relegation

Team MP W D L Pts

1. FC Midtjylland 22 17 2 3 53

2. FC Kopenhagen 22 12 6 4 42

3. Randers FC 22 10 5 7 35

4. Brondby IF 22 10 4 8 34

5. FC Nordsjaelland 22 9 5 8 32

6. Aalborg BK 22 8 7 7 31

7. Hobro IK 22 8 6 8 30

8. Sonderjysk 22 6 11 5 29

9. Esbjerg FB 22 6 8 8 26

10. Odense BK 22 7 4 11 25

11. FC Vestsjaelland 22 4 3 15 15

12. Silkeborg IF 22 2 6 15 11

Standings Denmark  
Superliga 2014 / 2015

F C  M I D T J Y L L A N D

think that my unconventional methods and 
my philosophy would work in different envi-
ronments too. But first I want to win the league 
and hopefully  appear in the Champions 
League. I think we’ll sell a couple of players in 
the summer but I know from conversations 

I’ve had with the board that we’ll definitely 
have a stronger  line-up next season. We want 
to show people in Europe that Midtjylland are 
a club who want to make their mark, and want 
to do so with their actions rather than just 
words. “Come what may, we’ll stick to our plan 

because we believe in it. If the time comes 
when things don’t go so well out on the pitch 
then we’ll stay calm. Football clubs are chang-
ing all over the world. We want to do some-
thing different here and we will do. We know 
we’re on the right track.” Å

Denmark’s triumph: the stuff of legend

It is impossible to talk about football and Denmark 
without mentioning the events of 1992. In the year 
Nirvana achieved immortality with their music 

and Bill Clinton was elected 42nd President of the 
United States, the Danes turned European football 
on its head by winning the European Championship 
in Sweden. Richard Moller Nielsen’s team had not 

even managed to qualify for the tournament and 
were only instated when Yugoslavia were expelled 
from the competition as a result of the civil war 
 raging within the country.

An entire myth quickly emerged around this 
miracle side. In one example, the players were said 
to have travelled to the event in flip-flops because 
they were already on their holidays when their late 

inclusion was announced. In reality, many Danish 
players were still with their clubs, while the national 

team were already preparing to face the CIS (Com-
monwealth of Independent States) in a friendly 
shortly before the start of the European Champion-
ship. “We were all raring to go,” goalkeeper Peter 
Schmeichel later explained in an interview. “This 
was no amateur side. We’d prepared as profession-
ally as any other team.”

The 4-0 debacle of 2013
Their famous triumph was quickly followed by the 
inevitable hangover, with Denmark failing to qualify 
for the 1994 World Cup in the USA before exiting 
EURO 1996 in England after the group stage. 
 Almost a decade later, the Red and Whites are on 
course to qualify for next year’s European Champion-
ship in France, defeating Serbia 3-1 behind closed 
doors in their most recent away match and only 

slipping up once so far with a 1-0 loss at home to 
group favourites Portugal.

Although matches in Copenhagen often seem 
to produce talking points, anyone discussing the 
beautiful game with a Danish fan would be well 
 advised not to bring up the events of 11 June 
2013 – the night when Denmark were soundly beat-
en 4-0 by Armenia. “My worst evening as a coach,” 
is how coach Morten Olsen has since described 
this low point in his side’s unsuccessful World Cup 
qualifying campaign.

Olsen recently announced plans to step down as 
national team coach after EURO 2016. After 15 years 
in the post, the former Ajax boss is once again striv-
ing for success – but that does not have to mean 
lifting the European Championship trophy.

Alan Schweingruber
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Ambitious 
Bermuda coach 
Andrew Bascome.

B E R M U D A

All alone 
up there 

“W
e’re all alone up here,” chuckled Mark Wade, a smile 
hiding some hard truth in his words about his island 
nation. He is Vice President of the FA in Bermuda, a 
small island 700 miles off the coast of North Carolina. 
Pull your atlas down off the shelf, or do a quick inter-
net search for Bermuda, and there you will find it: a 
tiny dot of land alone in the middle of the North At-
lantic. “It’s not easy for us,” Andrew Bascome, Bermu-

da’s national team coach chimed in to FIFA.com. 
On the football map, Bermuda is clumped in the Caribbean section of 
the CONCACAF Zone, but the island of just under 65,000 falls well 
north of the warm waters of the Caribbean Sea. To reach the likes of 
Trinidad and Tobago or Jamaica requires a flight to Miami first, and 
potentially, several layovers. Usually, it’s hours and hours of tiring 
travel. “We don’t play enough games,” added coach Bascome, 52, who 
piles rough ropes of dreadlock up under colourful swatches of cloth. 
“But that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t aim to keep a high standard.” 

Farewell kick-and-rush, hello modern 
possession-based football: Bermuda 

coach Andrew Bascome and his team 
have embraced the latest tactical 

trends, says Jonah Fontela.

Next week, the Bermudans travel to Nassau to kick off their 2018 
FIFA World Cup™ qualifying campaign against Bahamas. And far 
from using isolation and logistical woes as excuses, the coach, who 
took over the reins in 2012, aims to make big waves. “We want to get 
more in line with the modern game,” he said, pointing at a move away 
from the all-speed wingers and lumbering target-men that once dom-
inated Caribbean football. “We’ll press high and move the ball quick.” 

From pitch to touchline
Bascome knows Bermuda’s football better than most. He played for 
North Village Community Club, a rival of Dandy Town Hornets for 
island supremacy. He represented the national team at both senior 
and youth levels. Named the island’s top player when he was 18, a 
move to Dutch giants Ajax looked in the offing. But Bascome suffered 
a knee injury that stalled his career on the pitch. “That’s when I 
started taking coaching courses,” he said, enthusiasm welling in his 
voice when he talks about the tricks and methods he employs on the N
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B E R M U D A

touchline. “I was hooked. I was amazed that you could teach this 
game, make players enjoy it more.” 

When he talks about his hopes for his native Bermuda, Bascome 
sounds like a hybrid of Diego Simeone, Jose Mourinho and Pep Guar-
diola - the world’s most feted and extravagantly paid managers. But, 
putting it all in context: Bermuda have never come close to reaching 
a World Cup. They have never reached a CONCACAF Gold Cup. 
They’ve never even reached the Caribbean Cup. But according to Bas-
come and his hand-picked backroom staff, now is the time. 

“It’s the best Bermuda team I’ve ever seen,” said John Barry Nu-
sum, top scorer from Bermuda’s previous qualifying campaign, and 
now Bascome’s assistant coach. The FIFA/Coca-Cola World Ranking 
backs up the enthusiasm pervading the island. The Bermudans 
moved up 11 places in the global pecking order thanks to some posi-
tive recent results, including a draw and a win against Grenada. Ber-
muda now sit 169th out of 209 nations. 

The team is a combination of University players based in the USA, 
a handful of pros from England’s lower leagues and a steely backbone 
of local amateurs. “Bermuda has always produced talent, but it’s raw 
talent,” Bascome said, noting the lack of a lone shining star like pre-
vious Bermudan heroes Khano Smith and Manchester City hit-man 
Shaun Goater before him. “We’re a young team now. 

Leaving the British behind 
“We want to get away from the old English influence,” Bascome said 
of his home island, a British colony with the Union Jack on its flag. 
“Caribbean teams for so long were all about long balls into the box.” 
That has all changed now, Bascome insists. “We’ve got young players 
and they’ve grown up watching Barcelona on TV.” 

Bascome’s voice turns almost pious when discussing the core of 
amateur players in his squad, who play for nothing more than a love 
of Bermuda and love of football. “It’s not easy for the local boys. 
They’re on the training pitch at six in the morning and then they’re 
off to their jobs,” he said. “Most knock off work at four or five in the 
afternoon and they’re back under the floodlights at seven.” 

The rivalry with Bahamas, Bermuda’s closest island neighbour, just 
under 1000 miles away, is described as “friendly.” The two delegations 
were seated side-by-side at the CONCACAF Draw in Miami, and Vice 
President Wade admitted: “the banter started early that night.” 

Leg one of the home-away series is away in Nassau, which Bascome 
sees as an advantage. “We’ll keep it compact and make it hard for them 
to break us down,” he said of the Bahamas, who sit well below Bermu-
da in the rankings. “No disrespect intended, but we’ll go right at them.” 

The second game, at home in Hamilton, represents a double-edged 
sword for Bermuda. “The fans here are crazy about football and their 
standards are quite high,” the coach said. “If we’re not playing the 
kind of football they like, they’ll let us know.” So, if boos rain down 
from the stands, the innovative Bascome, much like his home island 
amid the swelling waves of the blue Atlantic, will be all on his own. 

Ambitious and courageous, though, this coach would not have it 
any other way. “I want good football as much as they do,” he says, 
trotting off to another training session. Å

“ This is the best  
Bermuda team  
I’ve ever seen.”

John Barry Nusum,  
Bermuda assistant coach

Ber muda
B e r m u d a  i s  a  B r i t i s h  O v e r s e a s  Te r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  N o r t h 

A t l a n t i c  O c e a n .  I t  c o m p r i s e s  18 1  i s l a n d s ,  o f  w h i c h 

s o m e 2 0  a r e  i n h a b i t e d .  T h e  l a r g e s t  i s  k n o w n a s  M a i n 

I s l a n d ,  a n d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y ’ s  e c o n o m y  i s  m a i n l y  b a s e d  

o n  t o u r i s m a n d  i t s  s t a t u s  a s  a n  o f f s h o r e  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

B e r m u d a  h a s  a  h u m i d  s u b t r o p i c a l  c l i m a t e  a n d  a u t u m n  

h u r r i c a n e s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  f r e q u e n t .

Popula t ion :  6 4 , 6 8 9

O f f i c ia l  l anguage :  E n g l i s h

Da t e jo ined F IFA :  19 6 2

F IFA suppor t :  

F I F A ’ s  G o a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m m e i n v e s t e d  a  t o t a l  o f  U S $ 1.1  m i l l i o n  i n  B e r m u d a n 

f o o t b a l l  i n  2 0 0 8  a n d  2 0 0 9 .  T h e  f u n d s  w e r e  u s e d  t o  i n s t a l l  a n  a r t i f i c i a l  t u r f  p i t c h  i n 

t h e  P a r i s h  o f  D e v o n s h i r e  a n d  c o n s t r u c t  a  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s .

Ready for more The Bermuda team in early March 2015.

Points for the World Ranking Following the Grenada friendlies Bermuda lie 169th.
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O N  T H E  I N S I D E
T A L K I N G  P O I N T S

Little can be read from the league table’s 
current appearance, since most clubs have 
played only a few games. With nine points 
from four matches, Tampines Rovers currently 
lead the standings, with FC DPMM close 
behind on seven points from three games. 
Ramazotti is the division’s top scorer and, 
playing in his first season in the Southeast 
Asian city-state, he is more than happy with 
his contribution so far. “I’m delighted with the 
goals I’ve scored, especially because they’ve 
helped the team,” explained the 26-year-old. 
“The S.League is a tough, competitive league, 
and there aren’t many leagues where so many 
countries are represented. It’s a valuable 
experience for everyone playing here.” 

Indeed, this season’s title race is set to go to 
right the wire. The league is made up of 12 
teams, with sides playing 22 matches over the 
course of the season, and this year, three 
clubs are fighting it out at the top: FC Brunei 
DPMM, Tampines Rovers – with French 
defender Eddy Viator – and the Warriors, led 
by Englishman Alex Weaver, who last season 
became the first non-Asian coach to win the 
S.League title.

The country’s footballing icon is Bosnian-born 
Aleksandar Djuric, now a citizen of Singapore 
and who until as recently as last season was a 

S i n g a p o r e :  S . L e a g u e

One league,  
fou r  nat ions

Emanuele Giulianelli is a 
freelance football correspondent 
based in Milan.

The 20th season of the S.
League, Singapore’s top 

footballing tier, began with a surprising 
name making the headlines: the Brazilian 
centre forward Rafael Ramazotti de Quad-
ros, known popularly as Ramazotti. The 
much-travelled striker has scored no less 
than six times in the first three games of 
the campaign for FC Brunei DPMM, a club 
owned by Prince Al-Muhtadee Billah, heir 
to the Sultan and the team’s former goal-
keeper.

The Duli Pengiran Muda Mahkota Football 
Club is not the only foreign club to partake 
in this season’s edition of the S.League. 
Japanese outfit Klub Albirex Niigata FC 
Singapore, as well as the Malaysian U-21 side 
– competing under the name Harimau Muda 
II, are also involved, and both are in with a 
chance of winning the championship. 

highly prolific goalscorer, even at the grand old 
age of 44. These days he works on the Tamp-
ines Rovers staff as assistant coach, but he 
admits the development of the Singaporean 
game since he became involved has not been 
wholly positive. “I came to Singapore via 
Australia in 1999, and since then, football has 
changed fundamentally in a negative way. 
There used to be more money available, more 
teams and more high-quality players. Today the 
best players are at LionsXII, a team based in 
Singapore but who compete in the Malaysian 
Premier League. They’re able to do this because 
of a partnership that also allows the Malaysian 
U-21 team to compete in our division.”

Every professional team in Singapore is 
state-owned, with club presidents functioning 
only in administrative capacities and not as 
owners. There is a shortage of star names to 
bring crowds into the stadia, no relationships 
are forged between the clubs and the support-
ers and players are no longer paid attractive 
salaries like in previous years. 

Those that receive an opportunity to compete 
in Malaysia do not hesitate in taking up the 
offer and leave Singapore behind, which Duric 
believes will have dire consequences for the 
game in his adopted country. “LionsXII will 
be the death of the S.League.”

Brazilian goal guarantor 
Ramazotti, a new arrival to 
the S.League, has already 
scored six times for his new 
club FC Brunei DPMM.A
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Total commitment Despite his 
best efforts, El Mushuc Runa’s 
Christian Cellay (left) cannot 
block Daniel Angulo’s header  
for Independiente.

E c u a d o r :  S e r i e  A

Breath  of  f resh  a i r 
f rom the  prov inces

Sven Goldmann is a leading 
football correspondent at Tages- 
spiegel newspaper in Berlin.

A refreshing wind of change is 
swirling through the Ecuado-

rian Serie A. Much to the astonishment of the 
country’s leading clubs, one of their lesser-fan-
cied rivals is threatening to upset the estab-
lished hierarchy. Barcelona Sporting Club and 
Club Sport Elemec, the two giants from the 
port city of Guayaquil, are currently cast adrift 
of the surprise league leaders, while Qui-
to-based side Club Deportivo El Nacional are 
languishing in tenth place in the twelve-team 
division. After eight rounds of matches, it is 
provincial outfit Club de Alto Rendimiento 
Especializado Independiente del Valle, more 
commonly known in Ecuador as Independi-
ente, who sit proudly atop the division.

Barcelona have been crowned national 
champions on 14 occasions, while El Nacional 

and Elemec have won the league 13 and 12 
times respectively. Independiente, on the 
other hand, have yet to win a major trophy, 
but that hasn’t stopped them from blazing a 
trail to the top of the standings this season. 
The Sangolqui-based club have won seven of 
their first eight Primera Etapa matches, 
losing only once – to Barcelona back in 
February. Their 1-0 success at El Mushuc 
Runa Sporting Club in Ambato in their most 
recent outing was their fifth successive 
victory in the league.

The game’s only goal came as early as the 
seventh minute. Bryan Alfredo Cabezas 
Segura, who had celebrated his 18th birthday 
the previous day, weaved his way through a 
mesmerised Mushuc defence before deliver-
ing a pin-point cross from the left towards 
Daniel Angulo – Independiente’s only attack-
er in the opposition penalty area. The three 
Mushuc players in the vicinity could only 
stand and watch as Angulo picked his spot to 
nod home his fifth goal of the season and 
give his side the lead.

Although the visitors took their foot of the 
gas following Angulo’s strike, there was never 
any danger of them letting victory slip from 

their grasp. They held on quite comfortably 
and now lead the division on 21 points, 
leaving current champions Emelec six points 
adrift in second.

Independiente’s relatively recent rise to 
prominence has become almost synony-
mous with the name Pablo Repetto. The 
Uruguayan took over the reins in Sangolqui 
at the start of the Segunda Etapa in 2012, 
two years after the Valle de Los Chillos club 
had achieved promotion to the Ecuadorian 
top flight for the first time. In 2013, Repetto 
guided his team to second place in the 
overall standings – the club’s highest finish 
in their 57-year history – which forced their 
rivals to sit up and take note. A year later, 
Independiente finished second in both the 
Primera and Segunda Etapa, but missed out 
on the two-legged final that determines the 
destination of the league title. Repetto’s 
side also impressed in their first season in 
the Copa Libertadores in 2014, despite 
being denied a place in the knockout stages 
by Argentine outfit Club Atletico San 
Lorenzo, the eventual winners of the 
competition. Å
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Wa l e s :  P r e m i e r  L e a g u e

The New Saints and 
their safe haven

Perikles Monioudis is chief editor 
of The FIFA Weekly.

The weekend after the one 
that decides the winners of 
the Welsh Premier League 

(Uwch Gynghrair Cymru), a league in which 
semi-pro teams mix it with professional clubs, 
is a weekend similar to any other. Except, 
that is, for the defending – and now soon-to-
be crowned – champions: The New Saints.

A 3-0 win over Bala Town on 14 March, played 
on a synthetic pitch at their very own Park Hall 
Stadium, had already secured The New Saints 
of Oswestry Town & Llansantffraid Football 
Club their ninth national title. It was their 
fourth straight championship, sewn up five 
games before the end of the season. The Powys-
based club can now look forward to participat-
ing in qualification for the Champions League, a 

not insignificant achievement, even if recent 
flirtations with the competition have been 
largely unsuccessful.

TNS, located on the border with England, 
have been competing in Europe for a number 
of years now but have never managed to 
qualify for the Champions League group 
stages. The closest they came in recent years 
was in 2010/11, when they reached the third 
qualifying round, losing by a 6-1 aggregate 
scoreline to Anderlecht.

Yet however much they may struggle in Eu-
rope, their league form is a different story. 
Under coach Craig Harrison, formerly a de-
fender with Middlesbrough and Crystal Palace, 
the Saints have put together a stunning run of 
results, enjoying an unbeaten run of 28 match-
es, winning 22 of them. In that time they have 
scored 82 goals to now boast a goal different of 
+65. Throw in a place in the last four in the 
Welsh Cup and a domestic double could well be 
on the cards come the end of the campaign. 

The week after sealing the league title, The New 
Saints ran out 3-1 winners at Port Talbot Town 

FC. In front of a crowd of 147, the home team, 
fifth in the standings, took the lead in the 24th 
minute through Liam McCreesh, before the 
champions elect turned the game around 
through Mike Wilde (44’, 72’) and Connell 
Rawlinson (54’). Wilde, now aged 31, was the 
division’s top scorer in the 2012/13 season and 
already has 15 goals to his name this term, but 
he should have plenty more opportunities to add 
to his current tally, since being champions 
already appears to be no reason for coach 
Harrison to rest or rotate his first-team regulars.

Trailing in the leaders’ wake are two clubs – 
Bala Town (52 points) and Airbus UK Brought-
on (49) – who are chasing second place in the 
table and qualification for the Europa League. 
As the season’s end approaches, Bala have 
their noses in front having beaten their rivals 
3-0 on 22 March.

As for the runaway leaders, they must surely 
consider the possibility that they may be better 
off competing in the English Football League 
pyramid, a decision taken by other Welsh clubs 
such as Wrexham, Newport County, Cardiff 
City and current Premier League side Swansea 
City down the years. The downside to this, of 
course, would be the loss of an all-but-guaran-
teed qualifying place in a UEFA competition 
and the financial rewards that come with it.

As it is, however, the New Saints will in all like-
lihood not be leaving the safe haven of the 
Welsh Premier League any time soon. Instead, 
their ambition will remain to one day punch 
high enough above their weight that, with a bit 
of luck in the draw, they can negotiate the 
qualifying stage of the Champions League and 
finally take their place at Europe’s top table. 
Irrespective of how difficult that may be, it is 
the only goal they can aim for at present.

Meanwhile, when it comes to the Welsh 
national team, seldom is it the case that talent 
from the nation’s top flight is called upon to 
represent the Dragons. Chris Coleman’s side 
are currently just behind Group B leaders 
Israel in qualifying for UEFA Euro 2016, with 
many of the squad – the likes of Ben Davies 
(Tottenham Hotspur), Joe Allen (Liverpool) 
and Aaron Ramsey (Arsenal) – plying their 
trade in England’s Premier League. There is 
one notable exception, but he left Wales long 
ago. Gareth Bale now plays for Real Madrid. Å

Reasons to be cheerful Connell Rawlinson  
and Mike Wilde (l.-r.) of The New SaintsIn
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T H E  I N T E R V I E W

FIFA.com: Alessandro Del Piero, you have a 
lengthy playing career behind you. Can you 
share the secret to staying competitive for so 
long?

Alessandro Del Piero: There are various 
factors, but first and foremost you need to 
look after the physical side of things. In my 
case it was even more important as I don’t 
have a particularly strong physique. I was 
always the smallest one, and all my life it’s 
been a challenge to prove that the smallest 
players can be strong and achieve great 
things. I’ve always been a football lover, very 
dedicated and really hungry to compete. I 
don’t know if it’s the secret but a key factor 
is having that passion to go a long way.

In the modern game, it seems as if classic 
No10s like you are being overlooked in 
favour of deeper-lying midfielders like Xavi 
[Hernandez], [Bastian] Schweinsteiger or 
[Paul] Pogba. Does this spell the end for the 
traditional No10?

I wouldn’t say it’s the end, more of a 
transformation. Football has changed 
enormously in the last 20 or 30 years, 
principally in terms of physicality and 
player speed. Nowadays you have players 
who can operate in defence, midfield or up 
front. They have the versatility to play 
wherever they are asked depending on their 
coach’s tactical scheme. However, those 
great midfielders were also around in the 
past too, albeit with different characteris-
tics. Players like [Franz] Beckenbauer, 
Falcao and [Carlo] Ancelotti had wonderful 
technique and boundless vision, and they 
used to operate a bit deeper than usual.  
So I think we’re seeing an evolution both in 
midfielders and defenders. In the past, 
these were often selected for their tough-
ness but today frequently have great touch 
and ball control. 

Having worked as a TV analyst at the World 
Cup in Brazil, what impressed you most 
about that tournament?

The German team. Physically they were 
at a very high level. Over the course of the 
tournament, they made significant changes 

Alessandro Del Piero lives and breathes football.  
Twenty-two years have passed between his debut for Serie B side Padova  
and his final goals for Delhi Dynamos in the Indian Super League. Now,  

the 40-year-old is in search of his next challenge. 

“Perhaps I’ll become a coach now”

– some even decisive – especially in the 
semi-final and Final. Tactically, they were 
impressive, while individually, they had 
guys playing at an incredible level – espe-
cially [Manuel] Neuer. Most importantly of 
all, it was very evident that they always had 
a common purpose. You felt they knew what 
they were doing. 

At the 2006 World Cup, Italy beat Germany 
in the semis with you scoring one of the 
goals. Were there already signs that those 
players would go on to become world  
champions?

That were a lot of talented players in 
that Germany team, although they were  
still very young at the time. You could see 
clearly that they had a brilliant future, but 
it’s a long road from there to winning a 
World Cup. Individually and collectively,  
it requires a very challenging evolution. 
Germany performed well at the 2006 World 
Cup and again at South Africa 2010 before 
being crowned champions in 2014. There 
was great merit in the whole journey,  
especially on the part of the players.

A lot was expected of Cesare Prandelli’s Italy 
side in Brazil. What went wrong?

Italy had a good opening game (Editor’s 
note: a 2-1 win over England) and showed 
everyone they had a quality side. After that 
they seemed to be taken by surprise and 
paid a very high price. But that’s modern 
football for you. Even the so-called lesser 
teams – among which you might include 
Costa Rica – are well organised and have 
quality players, not to mention enormous 
motivation. Italian football is currently 
going through a difficult period. It’s not at 
the level it would like to be, as we don’t have 
the teams we had 10 or 15 years ago. Italy 
are under a lot of pressure right now.

Would you attribute their World Cup elimina-
tion to a talent crisis?

People are talking about a talent crisis 
because our club sides are struggling to 
compete in Europe. Personally I believe 
there’s a big difference between Italy and 

other countries, both in terms of the foot-
ball being played as well as organisation and 
systems within the game. That said, Italy 
has always found ways to respond, and I’m 
certain that we’ll soon see Italian clubs 
competing again for European honours and 
our national team having success once more.

With your clear and comprehensive vision of 
the game, would you consider a move into 
coaching?

Until three or four years ago, it hadn’t 
even crossed my mind, perhaps because I 
was so focused on being a player. But after  
I called time on my playing career in Italy, 
the subsequent experiences I’ve had – in-
cluding getting the chance to travel and see 
things done differently – got me thinking 
about becoming a coach. It’s a tough role to 
take on, but without doubt a fascinating 
one. So… I don’t know. Perhaps. It’s a small 
door that was previously shut but is now 
slightly ajar... Å

Alessandro Del Piero  
was speaking to Bruno Sassi 

Name
Alessandro Del Piero
Date and place of birth
9 November 1974, Conegliano, Italy
Body height
173 cm
Position
Forward
Clubs played for
1991–1993 Padova  
1993–2012 Juventus  
2012–2014 Sydney FC  
since 2014 Delhi Dynamos
Italian national team
1995–2008: 91 caps, 27 goals
Major honours
1996 Champions League winner  
1996 Intercontinental Cup winner  
1996 UEFA Super Cup winner  
1997, 1998, 2003 Champions League finalist 
2006 World Cup winner C
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Keystone / AP
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P l a c e :  J o h a n n e s b u r g ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a

Da t e :  9  J u l y  2 0 1 3

T im e :  1 6 . 5 1  p . m .

Ph o t o g r a ph e r :  M a t t  D u n h a m

First Love
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P R E S I D E N T I A L  N O T E

Best wishes, Sepp Blatter

E
spinho’s Multimedia Centre played host to some of the stars of 
beach soccer past and present, all of whom got the first view of 
the tournament’s official emblem, which takes its inspiration 

from the close ties between the coastal city and the sea, and from 
the colours of the Portuguese flag: red, symbolising the fight for 
freedom, and green for hope.

Portuguese Football Association President Fernando Gomes had 
the honour of presenting former football stars Vitor Baia and Nuno 
Gomes as the ambassadors of the second FIFA tournament to be 
organised in Portugal, after the U-20 World Cup in 1991.

“Hosting the FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup is a big honour for 
our country and it was the right choice for historical, environmental 
and sporting reasons,” Gomes said. “Portugal’s identity was estab-
lished by the sea, by the beach, and we will offer joy, hospitality and 
a smile to every fan that comes to the event.”

Russia coach Mikhail Likhachev and Swiss beach soccer star 
Noel Ott were also on hand to test out the tournment’s official match 
ball from adidas. Judging by the show they put on, the fans can 
 expect plenty of thrills when the tournament kicks off in a little 
under four months’ time.

There is more to a Beach Soccer World Cup than big stars, how-
ever, a point that was proved with the presentation of the volunteers 
programme, a key factor in the success of any FIFA competition, and 
the launch of ticket sales for the tournament, helping to further whet 
the appetite for what promises to be a very special event on the sands 
of Espinho. Å

tfw

B E A C H  S O C C E R  W O R L D  C U P

Beach Soccer World Cup 2015 
countdown underway in Espinho

The ambassadors, official emblem, match ball 
and poster of the Beach Soccer World Cup 2015 
were all unveiled in the Portuguese host city 
of Espinho last week. The global showpiece 

will take place from 9-19 July.

Beach soccer family, after the presentation ceremony.

A
t this week’s UEFA Congress Michel Platini said: “You should 
know we are willing to work with you, hand in hand, for the 
good of world football, for the good of the 209 national asso-

ciations worldwide and for the good of FIFA.” This statement 
 reaffirmed my speech of welcome, in which I appealed for soli darity 
and unity. I thank Michel Platini for his words and congratulate 
him on his re-election as UEFA President.

UEFA’s national associations make up more than a quarter of 
FIFA’s membership, and their sporting and political importance is 
significant. The most important professional leagues in the world 
are to be found in Europe. However, we must not forget that 
 football’s global success is also based on the vast reserves of talent 
and economic resources drawn from Africa, Asia, North and  
South America and Oceania.

Solidarity with the whole of humanity, at every level and across 
all social classes, as represented by FIFA, must be borne out of 
solidarity between all of us, regardless of whether we are Euro-
pean, African, American, Asian or from Oceania. Acting together 
and showing solidarity is the foundation of our success. We can 
only approach the challenges and tasks of the future on this basis.

The world is no longer Eurocentric. In my 40 years at FIFA I 
have regarded it as my most important task to lead football out of 
Europe into the whole world. We have succeeded, but the process 
is not yet at an end. Vienna, this cultural melting pot and bridge 
between east and west, is a deeply symbolic place: at the Congress 
of Vienna in 1815, Europe’s national borders were redrawn and 
 territorial issues settled.

Similarly far-reaching measures were neither appropriate nor 
necessary at the UEFA Congress. Nevertheless, “our” Congress of 
Vienna can send out a powerful signal, provided we translate the 
words of the UEFA President into action and approach the future 
“hand in hand” (in the spirit of our “Handshake for Peace” project), 
for the good of football and the good of humanity. Because thanks 
to its positive emotions, our sport has the power to make the world 
a better place.

Solidarity and unity
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“I live for match days –  
that’s what fires you up in this job”

U S A  C O A C H  J I L L  E L L I S

Why do you think the USA can win the World 
Cup?

Jill Ellis: It’s a combination of factors.  
We have good balance and experience and 
youth. We’re fairly deep on our roster. The 
component we are working on is starting to 
come together. To win requires a little bit of 
luck. All those things can give us a shot at 
winning the World Cup.

How vital is it for the USA to win playing in 
its own backyard?

For our country and our sport it is 
important. We’ve been a country who has 
been in the upper echelons, a leader in 
women’s football. It would be fantastic for 
our players, our country, our federation to 
win the 2015 world championship. It’s going 
to be an amazing event, the best World Cup 
to date because the parity and depth of 
teams is going to be ultra-competitive. 
Because it is close to home is great for us. 
We’re hoping for a big fan base to cheer our 
players, our team on.

With the team’s success [two world titles 
and four Olympic gold medals – Ed.], many 
consider the USA the “Brazil of women’s 
football”. You’re expected to win.

I was there in 2011 and I watched that 
team, which arguably on the day was the 
better team, losing on penalty kicks. It has 
been 16 years since we last won a World 
Cup. It’s a good responsibility to have 
expectations. We’re ready and hungry to 
win a World Cup. For our generation it will 
be very impactful for all the little girls that 
now have Alex Morgan, Lauren Holiday, 
Carli Lloyd and Abby Wambach as role 
models. That generation, they don’t know 

the team that won in ’99. We’re now coach-
ing the 99ers – by which I mean that’s their 
birth year – in our national team program. 
There’s a whole generation that has not 
experienced not just the euphoria, but the 
impact and the fallout of a world champi-
onship. The 2011 tournament put Germany, 
Japan and many other teams on the map. 
The World Cup is such a showcase. It would 
be be an amazing feat just to win it.

For many observers, Group D – with the 
USA, Sweden, Nigeria and Australia – is 
being dubbed the Group of Death.

Certainly if you roll over and die, it’s 
the group of death. We have no intention of 
doing so. It’s a very competitive group. Its a 
demanding group, with a lot of athleticism. 
We know from our first game we have to 
have our focus and our edge to get out of 
that group. It’s not like we’re going to ease 

With the USA keen to win their first World Cup title in 16 years,  
there is plenty of pressure on Jill Ellis’s shoulders. Michael Lewis spoke with 

the national team coach about passion, favourites and veteran stars. 

into it and have two or three games not as 
challenging and suddenly be in the knock-
out stage. We have to be ready from the 
first game to be our best.

How much pressure do you have?
I am prepared for this. I’ve been with 

this program in U.S. Soccer for many years, 
understanding the expectations. It doesn’t 
matter if it’s the youth team or the senior 
team, the expectations are to be at the top 
level. I don’t think I had any reservations.  
I already expected what it was going to be.  
I was fortunate enough to work at UCLA in 
Los Angeles and meet legendary basketball 
coach John Wooden. As a young coach I 
once asked him, “How did you deal with 
pressure?” He said, “You embrace it.” When 
I took this job, there is no gray area here. 
The expectation is there to have this team 
win a world championship. It’s liberating 
really because the World Cup gives you a 
specific target to work toward.

Much has been speculated about Abby  
Wambach. After years as a physical striker, 
she has a lot of mileage in her legs. How do 
you plan to use her?

Abby is very important to our success in 
Canada on and off the field. She brings so 
much experience, leadership, goal-scoring 
presence. There are so many things that 
you can stick on Abby. We have an under-
standing, and she is prepared for any role. 
She is professional. Whether she’s starting 
or coming off the bench, I know she’ll be 
ready. Abby is important, but we’re also 
continuing to invest in other players be-
cause this is a seven-game tournament if 
you’re going all the way.

“We have an  
understanding,  

and Abby [Wambach] 
is prepared to take 

on any role.”
co
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“I live for match days –  
that’s what fires you up in this job”

U S A  C O A C H  J I L L  E L L I S

Name
Jillian Ellis
Place and date of birth
6 September 1966, Portsmouth, England
Teams coached
2000, 2005 United States U-21  
2007, 2009–2010 United States U-20  
2008, 2011–2012 United States (assistant)  
2010– USSF Development Director  
2012, 2014 United States (interim)  
2014– United States
Major honours
Germany 2000, Nordic Cup U-21 tournament  
Beijing 2008, Olympic Gold medal (as assistant coach)  
2010 U-20 CONCACAF title 
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Meticulous Jill Ellis and the US team (including striker Sydney Leroux, left) in September 2014. 

How is Alex Morgan getting on with her 
injury?

She was out for a long time, came back 
and injured her ankle in qualifying and  
was out for three months. Alex has had a 
tough time, but now her fitness is back, her 
mobility is there, her movement, the run-
ning on the ball. Everything has gotten 
that much sharper. I said to Alex that the 
most important thing is that she is peaking 
in June.

Hope Solo is back in the team after suspen-
sion. What were her work habits prior to the 
Algarve Cup?

Even when Hope was not with the team, 
I was in contact with her [about] her train-
ing environment. I was very pleased be-
cause she worked very hard. When she 
joined us in training for the Algarve Cup, 
her focus from the first day was exception-

al. She is as healthy as I’ve seen her in a 
long time. She kept training, but she was 
able to recharge her batteries. She played 
very well in the Algarve and got sharper 
and sharper. In the final, her game was 
exceptional.

Which teams have a chance to go all the 
way in Canada?

It’s going to be as deep as this tourna-
ment has ever been. I’d never discount 
defending champions Japan. They train 
incredibly hard. France has been on the 
world stage for a while. Germany and 
Sweden have always proven themselves to 
be valued upon. And you’re not going to 
discount Canada and their home advan-
tage. Brazil are also strong. They have 
invested in their youth movement. They’re 
a very balanced team that are capable of 
winning the title. This is a World Cup 

U S A  C O A C H  J I L L  E L L I S

where give or take one or two teams, on 
any given day, any team can beat another 
team.

Since you were in college, the game has 
made great leaps and bounds. Can you put 
it into the proper perspective?

It is the truly the female sport globally. 
2011 was such a showcase event. Through 
the media our sport has become so popular. 
Federations have invested in it. It’s an 
amazing product. It gives something people 
value that they want to go and see. 2011 
brought the next level of global participa-
tion of our sport, technically, tactically, 
physically, taking so many leaps forward. If 
you asked [players] what was it like playing 
from 2011 to now, the players would say the 
game has changed. It’s a phenomenal show-
case for female athletics, our sport. There’s 
no holding back. co
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From your perspective, how has the rest  
of the world improved over the past 20 to  
25 years?

Certainly there’s no longer a gap be-
tween the USA and other teams. You’ve 
only got to look at some of the amazing 
players out there and the world players of 
the year. Global acceptance of the sport 
has made female soccer players superstars 
in their countries. The USA had a head 
start, but just the fact 16 years has gone by 
since our last World Cup title says a great 
deal about the development that has gone 
on. There’s no longer the thrashings of 
10-0, 6-0. 

What is the most difficult part of your job?
The challenge is making sure you get 

the best players together and getting them 
prepared. You’ve got to bring all the indi-
vidual elements together to form one big 
unit. Everyone has to pull in the same 
direction. Part of why I wanted this job 

U S A  C O A C H  J I L L  E L L I S

was that I felt I was in a position to master 
the challenge of winning a World Cup.

And what is the best part of your job?
The privilege of working with these 

players and coaching this team. It’s an 
unbelievable job. When I decided coaching 
was my career, this was my goal. It’s been 
everything I’ve hoped for. I love being in 
camp. I love the day-to-day, sharing ideas 
and meeting and talking to my coaches. But 
ultimately getting out in the field. I think 
for any coach, game day is what you live for. 
That adrenaline, being in the moment, 
having the opportunity to win. That’s the 
fun part of coaching. What’s more, I love 
preparing a team. I love breaking down a 
team. There is so much about this job that 
intrigues me. My dad said when I went into 
coaching: “If you find something that you 
love that isn’t work -- sure’s there’s long 
hours -- but if it’s something that you truly 
believe, it’s passion.” Å

FIFA Woman’s World Cup Canada 2015
Group D  USA 

Australia 
Sweden 
Nigeria

 8 June 2015,  Winnipeg:  Sweden – Niger ia
 8 June 2015,  Winnipeg:  US A – Aust ra lia
 12 June 2015,  Winnipeg:  Aus t ra lia – Niger ia
 12 June 2015,  Winnipeg:  US A – Sweden
 16 June 2015,  Vancouver :  Niger ia – US A
 16 June 2015,  Edmonton:  Aus t ra lia – Sweden
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In pursuit of World Cup glory  
Ellis talks tactics with Lauren Holiday,  
capped 120 times for her country.
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The coin collection features: a “$20 for $20” fine silver coin, sold 
at face value, designed by artist Joel Kimmel; four $10 fine silver coins, 
designed by artist Greg Banning, featuring the themes of “The Kick-
er”, “Heading the Ball”, “The Goalie” and “Celebration”; two Greg Ban-
ning-designed coloured $10 fine silver coins: “Canada Welcomes the 
World” and “Go Canada Go!”; three $75 pure gold coins: “The Soccer 
Ball” and “The Championship Game”, designed by Tony Bianco, and 
“The Trophy”, designed by Glen Green. 

“We are honoured that this proud moment in Canadian sporting 
history will be permanently preserved in collector coins from the 
Royal Canadian Mint,” said Montagliani. “These coins will help inspire 
a whole new generation to get involved in the game.” Å  tfw

V
ictor Montagliani, Chair of the National Organising Committee 
and President of Canada Soccer, along with footballers Josee 
Belanger, Nkem Ezurike, Selenia Iacchelli and Emily Zurrer, all 
helped unveil the designs at two separate events more than 
4,000 kilometres apart in Vancouver and Moncton on 18 March. 
“Whether you’re an active player or an avid fan cheering from 

the stands, the Mint has created exciting keepsakes which celebrate 
this prestigious sporting event coming to Canada,” said Sandra L. 
Hanington, President and CEO of the Royal Canadian Mint. “With 
designs as heart-stopping as the action expected on the pitch, these 
coins capture the drama, intensity and diversity of competing at the 
FIFA Women’s World Cup Canada 2015.” 

C O U N T D O W N  T O  C A N A D A  2 015 :  71  D AY S  T O  G O

Royal Canadian Mint 
launches collector coins
Fans can soon get their hands on a series of collector coins commemo-
rating the Women’s World Cup Canada 2015. The coins will be available 
approximately two months before this summer’s Opening Match, with 
fine silver and pure gold coins included in the collection. 
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Inspire her passion. Use your Visa Card to purchase tickets 
to the FIFA Women’s World Cup™.

Every dream needs a kick-off.



The weekly column by our staff  
writers

F R E E  K I C K S P O T L I G H T  O N

GENERAL  

INFORMATION

Country:

Djibouti

FIFA Trigramme:

DJI

Continent:

Africa

Capital:

Djibouti

GEOGRAPHIC  

INFORMATION

Surface area:

23,200 km²

Highest point:

Mousa Alli 2,028 m

Neighbouring seas and oceans:

Red Sea, Indian Ocean

MEN’S FOOTBALL

FIFA Ranking:

206th

World Cup:

–

WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

–

LATEST RESULTS

Men’s:

Rwanda - Djibouti 5:2  

2 December 2011

Women’s:

Kenya - Djibouti 7:0  

26 March 2006

FIFA INVESTMENTS

Since 2000:

$ 2,491,185

T
he spectacle of the solar eclipse caused a 
stir in Europe recently, and even early in 
the morning smartphones started to ring 

in offices, cafes and supermarkets: “Yes, I’ve 
got the glasses to hand,”; “I can’t talk right 
now, love, I have to go into a meeting,”; “Don’t 
look at it through the hole in a CD, child, it’s 
dangerous!” (Yes, there are still children who 
know what CDs are).

An old footballing friend also called. He is 
in his mid-40s and has played as left-back for 
the last 40 years. “Spooky!” he shouted, flus-
tered, down the phone, referring to the oth-
er-worldly atmosphere outside. I glanced out 
of the window and there certainly was a pallid 
light casting strange shadows, while in the 
distance a woman was bent over a walking 
stick. Eerie stuff. 

That day, 20 March, was particularly 
spooky in Svalbard, Norway – the homeland 
of footballing wunderkind Martin Odegaard. 
Not so much because the sun completely dis-
appeared behind the moon for two minutes, 
turning the day pitch-black as a cold wind 
blew across the north Atlantic, but because 
a polar bear stumbled across a couple of ad-
venturous tourists who had camped in the 
wrong place. Startled, the travellers pulled 
out a gun and scared the bear off. The bear is 
now dead, having been shot by one of the 
governor’s employees.

My old footballing friend does not possess 
a weapon and, even if he did, he only goes on 
trips where he can pack lightweight pyjamas 
in his suitcase. He occasionally goes to foot-
ball matches overseas and sleeps in fancy ho-
tels, as he did a fortnight ago when he called 
the night before a game from his hotel room. 
“Spooky,” he whispered into the telephone, 
before saying that he could hear strange nois-
es behind one of the walls. The sounds turned 
out to come from some loud elevators, and 
although he was allowed to move to a differ-
ent room he still did not sleep; it was Friday 
13 after all.

The next full solar eclipse in Europe is not 
until 12 August 2026, when the sun will van-
ish completely for two minutes for observers 
in Iceland. It would certainly be worth the 
trip there, unless of course you set your tent 
up in a bay where hungry polar bears arrive 
on ice floes from time to time. Å

Spooky
Alan Schweingruber
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M I R R O R  I M A G E

T H E N

England, en route from Nottingham to Birmingham

1978

The Nottingham Forest squad on the bus to Birmingham, singing  
“We’ve Got the Whole World in Our Hands”.

D
U

K
A

S 
/ R

EX

R
ic

ar
do

 S
tu

ck
er

t /
 C

BF

32 T H E F I FA W E E K LY



M I R R O R  I M A G E

N O W

2014

Brazilian samba on the flight to Fortaleza  
for the World Cup group stage meeting with Mexico.

Brazil, en route from Rio de Janeiro to Fortaleza
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T H E  A R T  O F  F O O T B A L L Q U O T E S  O F  T H E  W E E K

“It was like swimming with  

wet clothes on.”
Fernando Torres (Atlético Madrid)  

on his time at Chelsea

“Shinji is like the sausage  

in a sandwich. He is someone  

who moves so well in the most  

dif f icult areas of the pitch.”
Jurgen Klopp (Dortmund) on Shinji Kagawa

“I wanted to quit a couple of  

months ago. I ’d just had enough,  

but my wife got pret ty angry with me. 

She got really stuck into me because 

she thought I was taking the easy  

way out . She said you pret ty much 

owe us that, because she’s been  

travelling with me for about 15 years 

now around the wor ld.”
Joel Griffiths (Wellington Phoenix FC), the in-form 
attacker, on being persuaded against retirement

“It ’s like comparing a Ferrari and a 

Lamborghini. Cr ist iano dismant les  

you if you give him just a lit t le bit  

of space, and Messi creates a chance 

with even less space.”
Shkodran Mustafi, FC Valencia

“I would like to recommend to  

those who come to Manchester a  

visit to the Whitwor th Ar t Galler y.  

I went there a few days ago and I was 

really surprised by some of  

Cai Guo-Qiang’s works and his drawing 

technique using gunpowder.”
Juan Mata, Manchester United

A
nyone who refuses to admit that the 
truly great artists of our time are peo-
ple who would never even dream of 

calling themselves as such must surely be 
afflicted by blindness or grave ignorance. 
Sport photographers are the subjects in 
question here, and they have proven that 
football, the world’s greatest ball game, is 
a matter defying the laws of physics, es-
pecially gravity. T. Lux Feininger’s photo-
graph titled ‘Jump over the Bauhaus’ from 
1928, and the countless thousands of 
shots taken of football matches by press 
photographers in the intervening years, 
have shown in spectacular style that foot-
ballers can fly.

It is said that former striker Jurgen 
Klinsmann, to pick one of many possible 
examples, had a talent for hanging in the 
air. Photographers are able to capture the 
exact moment when a player is airborne, 
perhaps hanging in a horizontal position 
the instant before connecting with a cross 
to head powerfully goalwards.

They are magical snapshots, reminis-
cent of major iconographic traditions. 
‘The Deposition from the Cross’ by Man-
nerist painter Jacopo da Pontormo; Mi-
chelangelo's ‘The Last Judgement’ on the 
altar wall of the Sistine Chapel and Marc 
Chagall's ‘Angels’: each of these works re-
veres the metaphysical dream of weight-
lessness, of overcoming physical bounda-
ries in favour of a higher vision or an 

extreme physical state. The fact that peo-
ple who have had near-death experiences 
tell of a floating sensation or of flying is 
likely down to one’s conscious mind, 
which, when allowed to wander, is always 
able to explore beyond the possibilities of 
physics and bodily limitations.

What would a footballer who scored 
the winner with a header in a final dream 
about? Of hovering endlessly in the air, as 
if gravity no longer held a grip on him? Is 
he thankful that he did not leap too high, 
that he calculated correctly like Daedalus, 
while Icarus paid the price for his over-con-
fidence with a terrible fall? Perhaps the 
player sees himself suspended in that one 
moment, captured by a photographer, until 
the end of time. Å

In the air
Ronald Dueker
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FIFA PARTNER



Name
Gustavo De Luca
Date and place of birth
13 February 1962, San Fernando, Argentina
Position
Striker
Clubs (1982 - 1996)
Nueva Chicago, All Boys, Talleres de Remedios de 
Escalada, Douglas Haig (Argentina), Santiago 
Wanderers, Cobreloa, Deportes La Serena (Chile), 
Baden (Switzerland), O’Higgins, Colo-Colo (Chile), 
Alianza Lima (Peru), Regional Atacama, Deportes 
Temuco, Santiago Wanderers, Everton (Chile)

I
t was the first time in 17 years that I had 
accepted such an invitation. It was 1999 and 
I was sitting at a table for the dinner that 
would change my viewpoint forever. There 
were 60 of us there who had fought the war 
over the Islas Malvinas (known as the Falk-

land Islands in English) against the UK in 1982 
when we were only 18 or 19.

I had never wanted to accept this kind of 
invitation, probably because when I came back 
from the war I was advised by a psychologist 
that if I wanted to overcome my memories of 
what had happened there, I needed to avoid 
these types of occasions. But I finally said yes. 
I wanted to know what had happened to the 
other guys. So there we were talking about the 
last 17 years of our lives. It was then, listening 
to their stories, when I realised my life would 
change. They were former soldiers, and they 
talked like soldiers. Although I had fought in a 
war like all them, I did not think of myself as a 
former soldier. I was a former footballer.

That was in my mind when they told me 
their stories. “Gustavo, I can’t sleep more than 
four hours a day,” one said. “When I hear the 
noise of an aeroplane I dive under the table be-
cause I think it’s a bomb,” another said. They 
had not overcome the trauma of a war that was 
17 years ago. “I’m okay, I have done something 
with my life that had nothing to do with the 
war,” I thought to myself as I heard tales of 
addictions and sleep disorders. I had been 
lucky, and my psychologist friend had helped 
me, but the other soldiers were not so lucky.

As I say, I had been lucky. My friend told me 
to get on with my life, so I did. I was a striker 
in the River Plate youth team before the war. 
That night, sitting at that table with these men, 

I remembered how River Plate had rejected  
me at the end of 1982, when I got back from  
the war. I played for other teams like Nueva 
 Chicago and All Boys.

I had wanted to be a footballer no matter 
what. After playing for Douglas Haig, I moved 
to Santiago Wanderers in Chile. At that time,  
I didn’t even care that Chile had helped the  
UK during the war. I wanted to play football.  
I ended up playing in Chile for ten years and 
even now I’m still well-known there. I played 
under Manuel Pellegrini at O’Higgins and he 
named me captain.

That night in 1999, at that dinner, I realised 
that football had saved my life and rescued me 
from the nightmares of the war.

As told to Federico Bassahun  
and Ben Lyttleton

Argentinian striker Gustavo  
De Luca managed to return to 
the pitch after his traumatic 
experience as a soldier at war.

“Football rescued 
me from the 
nightmares of  
the war”

In Turning Point, personalities reflect 
on a decisive moment in their lives.
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W O M E N ’ S  W O R L D  R A N K I N G

** Inactive for more than 18 months and 
therefore not ranked.

* Provisionally listed due to not having 
played more than five matches against 
officially ranked teams.

http://www.fifa.com/fifa-world-ranking/ranking-table/women

Leader
Moves into top ten
Moves out of top ten
Matches played in total
Most matches played
Biggest move by ranks
Biggest drop by ranks
Newly ranked teams
Teams that are no longer ranked

Germany (unchanged)
none
none
140
China PR, Mexico (9 matches each)
Portugal (38th, up 4 ranks)
Hong Kong (75th, down 8 ranks)
6 (Uzbekistan, Iran, United Arab Emirates, Georgia, Lebanon, Dominica)
1 (Indonesia)

Last updated:
27 March 2015

1 Germany 0 2168

2 USA 0 2158

3 France 0 2103

4 Japan 0 2066

5 Sweden 0 2008

6 England 0 2001

7 Brazil 1 1984

8 Canada 1 1969

8 Korea DPR -1 1969

10 Australia 0 1968

11 Norway 1 1933

12 Netherlands -1 1919

13 Italy 1 1875

14 Spain 1 1867

15 Denmark 1 1848

16 China PR -3 1847

17 New Zealand 1 1832

18 Korea Republic -1 1830

19 Switzerland 0 1813

20 Iceland 0 1812

21 Scotland 0 1795

22 Russia -1 1783

23 Ukraine 1 1772

24 Finland -1 1770

25 Mexico 0 1748

26 Austria 1 1711

27 Belgium -1 1700

28 Colombia 0 1692

29 Thailand 2 1654

29 Czech Republic 1 1654

31 Republic of Ireland -2 1653

32 Poland 3 1644

33 Nigeria -1 1633

34 Vietnam 0 1630

35 Wales -2 1629

36 Argentina 0 1621

37 Costa Rica 0 1589

38 Portugal 4 1578

39 Chinese Taipei 1 1572

40 Hungary -1 1566

40 Romania -2 1566

42 Chile -1 1559

43 Myanmar 1 1541

44 Uzbekistan 1540

45 Serbia -2 1531

46 Slovakia 1 1500

47 Trinidad and Tobago -2 1489

48 Ecuador -2 1485

49 Belarus 0 1475

50 Papua New Guinea -2 1472

51 Paraguay -1 1459

52 Ghana -2 1458

53 Cameroon -1 1455

54 Jordan 2 1452

55 India -2 1425

55 Equatorial Guinea -1 1425

57 Israel -2 1424

58 Iran 1420

59 Croatia 0 1415

60 South Africa 0 1413

61 Peru -4 1412

62 Turkey -4 1411

63 Haiti -2 1397

64 Slovenia -2 1391

65 Venezuela -1 1380

66 Northern Ireland -3 1376

67 Côte d’Ivoire -2 1373

68 Greece 1 1364

69 Panama -3 1363

70 Uruguay -3 1361

71 Bosnia and Herzegovina 0 1358

72 Kazakhstan -2 1354

73 United Arab Emirates 1353

74 Jamaica -2 1352

75 Hong Kong -8 1347

76 Bulgaria -3 1343

77 Estonia -3 1339

78 Albania -3 1330

79 Algeria -2 1321

80 Morocco -2 1316

81 Tunisia -2 1314

82 Philippines -2 1309

83 Guatemala -1 1300

84 Tonga -1 1299

85 Faroe Islands -1 1295

86 Guam -1 1287

86 Bahrain -5 1287

88 Egypt -1 1272

89 Malaysia -1 1269

90 Laos -4 1267

91 Senegal -2 1259

92 Lithuania -2 1231

93 Montenegro -2 1219

94 Bolivia -2 1217

95 Dominican Republic -2 1207

96 Cuba -2 1206

97 Mali -1 1197

98 Zimbabwe -3 1196

99 Palestine -3 1192

100 El Salvador -2 1184

101 Singapore -1 1177

101 Cook Islands -1 1177

103 Latvia -4 1173

104 Ethiopia -2 1153

105 Suriname -2 1152

105 Honduras -2 1152

105 Malta 0 1152

108 Luxembourg -3 1146

109 Nepal -2 1115

110 Nicaragua -2 1111

111 Puerto Rico -2 1108

111 Cyprus -1 1108

113 Georgia 1099

114 FYR Macedonia -3 1092

115 Namibia -3 1039

116 St Vincent and the Grenadines -3 1000

117 St Lucia -2 991

118 Zambia -4 989

119 Bangladesh -3 987

120 Sri Lanka -3 968

121 St Kitts and Nevis -3 956

122 Lebanon 949

123 Bermuda -4 943

124 Tanzania -3 940

125 Maldives -5 938

126 Pakistan -4 926

127 Dominica 906

128 Afghanistan -5 889

129 Qatar -5 864

130 Cayman Islands -5 849

131 Swaziland -5 836

131 Lesotho -4 836

133 Belize -5 825

134 Bhutan -5 778

135 Antigua and Barbuda -5 767

136 Aruba -5 758

137 Botswana -5 737

Azerbaijan ** 1341

Indonesia ** 1330

Fiji ** 1306

Guyana ** 1256

Congo ** 1238

Tahiti ** 1238

Solomon Islands ** 1195

New Caledonia ** 1188

Benin ** 1187

Moldova ** 1177

Vanuatu ** 1139

Kyrgyzstan ** 1136

Angola ** 1134

 Rank Team +/- Points

Congo DR ** 1132

Samoa ** 1110

Armenia ** 1104

American Samoa ** 1075

Guinea ** 1063

Eritrea ** 1060

Gabon ** 1031

Uganda ** 965

Guinea-Bissau ** 927

Syria ** 927

Iraq ** 882

Mozambique ** 873

Kuwait ** 870

Malawi ** 840

Curaçao ** 831

Sierra Leone * 1132

Burkina Faso * 1038

Grenada * 1029

Rwanda * 996

Barbados * 979

Macao * 922

Liberia * 877

British Virgin Islands * 867

Kenya * 855

US Virgin Islands * 852

Andorra * 791

Comoros * 761

Madagascar * 714

Turks and Caicos Islands * 704

 Rank Team +/- Points  Rank Team +/- Points  Rank Team +/- Points
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7 9 3

7 8 5 4
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2 1 7 5
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9 6 1 7

5 7 4

5 4 9 6

3 1 5

9 3

6 2 1 5

7 3 6 2

5 4 8 3

6 9

5 2 1

7 6 9 5

5 8 9

3 1 6 8 7

6 2 1

2 4
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6 7 1
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The objective of Sudoku is to fill a 9x9 grid with digits so that each of the  
numbers from 1 to 9 appears exactly once in each column, row and 3x3 sub-grid.
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Which of these upcoming international  
friendly matches are you most  

looking forward to?

≠ France - Brazil

≠ Netherlands - Spain

≠ Italy - England

≠ Germany - Australia

≠ Switzerland - USA

≠ Sweden - Iran

Which UEFA Champions League quarter-
final will be the most exciting?

1987 European Cup final  Porto’s Paulo Futre (top) is tackled by Hans-Dieter Flick of Bayern Munich.

· Paris Saint-Germain - Barcelona
· Atletico Madrid - Real Madrid
· Juventus - Monaco
· Porto - Bayern Munich

Cast your votes at:
FIFA.com/newscentre

Bundesliga wins have now been celebrated by 
Borussia Dortmund during their long history. 
BVB’s latest three points in Hanover made 
them only the fifth German side to reach this 
landmark, with only Bayern Munich, Werder 
Bremen, Hamburg and Stuttgart previously 
equalling the achievement.

seconds was the duration of Steven Gerrard’s 
involvement in Liverpool’s encounter with 
Manchester United. After being brought on as 
a substitute at half-time, the former England 
captain saw red in the opening minute of the 
second half. It was the quickest dismissal for 
a substitute in Premier League history.

38 700 14
seconds were all Levan Mchedlidze needed to 
score his first league goal for Empoli – the 
fastest strike by a Serie A substitute player for 
a decade. Despite netting so quickly, the 
Georgian striker had been waiting long enough 
for a breakthrough, having scored his last goal 
in Italy’s top flight back in October 2008. im
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